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9780620345460
11 South African Folk Tales Official 

Languages
INT

Aré Van Schalkwyk, Reuben 

Matemane
Zytek Publishing (Pty) Ltd

11 newly-written South African folk tales, each representing 

the vernacular of one of our 11 official languages and 

accompanied by an English translation, celebrate our 11 

years of democracy and cultural diversity as a nation. 

9780521725064 Abahlobo benene ababini FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Two best friends get stuck in a hole they have dug. The 

situation tests out their characters and how they are 

different, and the qualities of people. Basic number 

concepts are included in the storytelling.

9781919764481

African Myths and Legends (English, 

isiXhosa, isiZulu, Setswana, 

Afrikaans) 

INT François Maree Fantasi Books 

These ancient African stories, carried over from generation 

to generation, contain magical, romantic and mysterious 

qualities equaling the best of European fairy-tales. Enjoy the 

art of African story-telling! 

9781485626725 Amaso amangalisayo kaMpumi FOU Lebohang Masango New Africa Books

Mpumi’s Magic Beads is a delightful story about friendship, 

self-esteem, discovery and beautiful hair in the big city of 

Joburg. It follows the sudden adventures of Mpumi, Asante 

and Tshiamo as they see the world around them from new 

heights and realise all of the fun waiting to be discovered 

outside of their classroom. 

9780521726641 Chaphaza, thontsiza, gquma FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Deliberately set out as a non-fiction book with headings, 

index and information on the subject of Water. Young 

readers will find out about the water cycle, pollution, floods 

and drought, the danger and care of water, as well as having 

fun with it.

9781485628347 Esona Sona Sidlo! INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

Mama is away, and big-sis Siziwe has been left in charge of 

her little brothers and sisters - and Sango-the-dog. But as 

night falls over Gugulethu, the children are hungry and there 

is nothing to eat.  Siziwe knows it's her responsibility to 

make a plan, but what can she do with no money, no food 

and no adult to help?  

9780521723169 Gcina itshintshi! FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

It's Ryan's lucky day when a one hundred rand note falls into 

his hands. Ryan knows just what he wants to do with it and 

this sets up a chain of events where his family and friends 

buy gifts for themselves and also for their loved ones. Ryan 

is surprised at the end of the story when his generosity in 

sharing the money benefits him in the end. The main 

Mathematics themes in this story are those of money, 

buying and working out change



9780521724524 Ibhokwana encinci elahlekileyo FOU Amanda Jesperson Cambridge University Press

A goat is not the best animal to have in the house. Xolani 

tries to find a home for what appears to be a lost goat. 

Plenty of amusing disturbance before the right home is 

found. Clear, cheerful artwork

9780521724968 Ibhola ekhatywayo! FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

The universal game of Africa! In this fiction story we follow 

two boy plays and two soccer stars. We find out about clubs 

in South Africa, favourite sporting activities, the 

international scene, and particularly the positive role model 

that a soccer player can provide.

9780521723367 Icebo elilungileyo FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Four friends have clashing ideas and it needs combined 

group work to achieve a result. The kind of logical thinking, 

including measurements, which is needed in mathematics.

9781919888781 IHobe INT Dianne Stewart Shuter & Shooter

Waiting for the land to spring to life again after a terrible 

flood in the Valley of a Thousand Hills, Lindiwe and her 

grandmother try to earn some money selling their beautiful 

beadwork. Then a dove brings hope for the survivors and 

special good fortune for Lindiwe and her loving Gogo.

9780521722827 Iibhanana zoMntwana weNkawu FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

A small money loves bananas but he keeps losing half of 

what is left. An amusing tale which involves sharing and 

dividing as well as plenty of visual humour.

9781869285944 Iinkumbulo ngomama ECD Carole Bloch New Africa Books

Sithembile and Themba’s mother has died and they miss her 

very much. But although they are sad, they come to realise 

that they are cared for and are not alone. Their father, their 

grandmother and their teacher all take care of them through 

each day. And often, they find that there are many special 

ways to remember Mommy. 

1868430731
Iinkwenkwezi ezikwiingquzu 

zentlabathi
FOU Reviva Schermbrucker New Africa Books

A troop of colourful stars once ruled a corner of the sky. 

They thought they were better than the white stars and 

boasted loudly all night. Finally, the white stars could stand 

it no longer. What happened when the colourful stars were 

forced to leave the sky and land on earth’s dry, dusty sand?



9781431423514 Iintsomi zaseKgalagadi INT Hanneke du Preez Jacana

Kgalagadi (Pronounced Ga’laga’di) is the Tswana name for 

the wilderness, which falls within the borders of South 

Africa, Botswana, and Namibia. It is the hunting ground of 

the nomadic Bushmen and the home of the several Tswana 

tribes who call themselves Bakgalagadi (people of the 

wilderness). The author collected the stories during her 

years as a safari guide in Botswana. In retelling these stories 

of the Bushmen the author has retained, as far as possible, 

the essence of the original. 

9781485622383
Iiteksi, iingxaki kunye nezindlu 

zangasese
SEN Ann Schlebush David Philip Publishers

Why is Zadie spending so much time riding up-front in a 

taxi? Should Regan keep waiting for her at the dance studio? 

Is this what he got out of the gangs for? What will happen 

when the police sniffer dogs come to school?

9781869280680 Ikhalipha lekatana encinane FOU Mzamo Maqeba New Africa Books

Ra-Cat so much wanted to go to school. He knew he would 

make lots of friends there. But Mom had been drinking from 

those bottles again. Would that stop Ra-Cat from making 

new friends? 

9781919876672 Imini kaVuyo ECD Carole Bloch David Philip Publishers

Vuyo is a little South African boy who loves to play! Young 

children everywhere will enjoy the simple text and 

delightfully detailed illustrations, which describe the things 

he enjoys playing with - and how he loves playing with other 

children most of all! 

9780521722728 Indlela ende eya kuTata FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

A journey on donkey cart, taxi and train towards 

Johannesburg offers comparison of slow and fast on the 

different forms of transport (as well as a differing number of 

wheels!). A pleasant family tale illustrated with detailed skill.

9780521725903 Ingoma kaLizo FOU Christopher Hodson Cambridge University Press

The setting is the annual Minstrels Carnival. Lizo loves to 

sing – “I love to sing – nearly everything!” Sometimes he is 

praised, sometimes chased away. Then he joins one of the 

bands and (naturally) wins a prize. Happy bouncing colour 

pictures of Cape Town’s great fun day.

9781919888224 Into Yonke Inexesha Elimisiweyo FOU Jude Daly Songololo

The well-loved words of Ecclesiastes take on new life and 

meaning in the sun-baked rural setting of a South African 

homestead. Sowing, planting, and reaping through the wet 

and dry seasons, going to market, day-to-day dealings with 

neighbours and acquaintances, love and hostility, the 

sadness of mourning and the joy of celebration with family 

and friends



9781919876245 Inzwakazi uDebo INT Béatrice Lalinon Gbado New Africa Books

Two little girls are fascinated by a beautiful woman they 

meet at a market. They want to be just like her. But what is 

her secret?

9781431423606 I-Orkhestra yaseAfrika FOU Wendy Hartmann Jacana

The African Orchestra lyrically captures the magic of the 

African sounds of nature. From the clicking of crickets to the 

crackle of the fire, follow the journey that celebrates these 

sounds, in the rhythm and music of Africa.“Cicadas, crickets, 

beetles and frogs Seedpods, cocoons, hollowed out logs 

Crackling fires, the patter of rain Thundering hooves on the 

African plain. Birds in the air, in the trees – on the 

trees Wind in the grass, through the leaves – over sand. In 

the beginning, when all things began, These were the sounds 

which were music to man.”

9780521724074 Iqhinga elikrelekrele likaLovane FOU Monika Hollemann Cambridge University Press

Colour changes by Chameleon introduce colour words, 

which prove amusing to Mouse, with one more trick which 

saves Mouse from a cat. Clever, amusing artwork.

9781919876252 Iqokabhe elilahlekileyo FOU Assamala Amoi New Africa Books

Tutu the tortoise wants to play, run, jump and swim with her 

friends, so she takes off her shell and leaves it under a tree. 

As night falls, she looks for her shell. It’s gone! Who could 

have taken it? Tutu cries, but her friends gather round to 

help her. This charming story examines the important theme 

of identity in a way that speaks to children. Suitable from 

ages 5 to 8 years. 

9780521722520 Iqubuliso likaNtsiki FOU Colleen Cousins Cambridge University Press

Ntsiki has been away sick, so her school friends plan a 

surprise for her return. Oh, what sorting of ingredients, 

measuring, mixing, hearting the oven: and the result is a 

grand cake admired by all. Friendly, realistic illustrations.

9781485626336 Isikhumba esikuso INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

When we meet someone, one of the things we notice is the 

colour of their skin. But what can someone's skin colour tell 

us about them? Despite what some people say, your skin 

means very little! Inside we're all the same. 



9781485600947 Isilo esoyisa iNgonyama INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Once upon a time, the animals of the jungle decided a 

meeting was long overdue. This was to be no ordinary 

meeting and it was extremely important that each and every 

animal attend. So the day, time, and place was set. All the 

animals were invited to attend. All except Lion.

9781431428731 Isipho selanga FOU Dianne Stewart Jacana

All Thulani wants is a simple life basking in the sun. Tired of 

milking the cow, he exchanges it for a goat…the goat for a 

sheep…the sheep for three geese…until all he has left is a 

pocket of sunflower seeds!  But the sunflower seeds feed 

the hens, the hens lay more eggs than ever, and before long 

Thulani is enjoying the gift of his new-found fortune.

9780521726849
Isithunzi sedonki kunye namanye 

amabali
FOU Reviva Schermbrucker Cambridge University Press

Three tales retold from Aesop’s fables. In the first, we meet 

people disagreeing over unimportant things. Then a problem 

solving story. Finally the lesson to think carefully about what 

we think we see. All good talking points, brightly illustrated.

9780521722926 Itshizi! Itshizi emanandi! FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

Mice quarrel over delicious cheese – but they are not the 

only ones interested. The story involves dividing, counting 

and the passage of time. Together with a fun story and lively 

pictures.

9781485625735
Izihlangu ezichophileyo 

nokuphangwa kwekhombi
SEN Nibor Nalam David Philip Publishers

Of course, Shelley knows better than her mother! Or does 

she? Tonight is a big night for her -but it could end in 

disaster. Nothing gets Thabiso down!

But what happens the night he’s not in his wheelchair? Can 

his wits pull him through?

9780521724760 IZim eloyikekayo FOU Janine Corneilse Cambridge University Press

Simphiwe is a boy who summons the magical help of other 

animals to rescue the Bird of Peace. The ugly monster is not 

so terrible after all when bravery is there to solve the 

situation!

9780521722629 Izingqi ezoyikisayo FOU Lindi Mahlangu Cambridge University Press

Patterns of rhyme and rhythm accompany the fear of 

footsteps in the forest. But we need never be too frightened 

when Joan Rankin is in charge of the illustrations.

9780521724227 Izinyo elibuhlungu leNgwenya FOU Fundisile Gwazube Cambridge University Press

A delightful animal story with striking pictures of Crocodile’s 

pain and all the sympathetic animals. Bird acts as a dentist, 

though he is nearly swallowed in the process. Watch out, 

though: Crocodile is now hungry!



9781920134617

Jasper - Incwadi yam yokuqala 

Yezicengcelezo Nesigama / My first 

rhyme-time wordbook 

(English/isiXhosa)

FOU Suzanna du Preez Fantasi

A first bilingual wordbook in Full colour. Cheerful rhymes 

support the familiar themes. The parts of the body, shapes 

and colours, activities and figures complement the themes. 

Direct association between object and word.

9781869284275 Khwela-khwela, yimoto kamama SEN M. Mzongwana New Africa Books

When a girl calls Brunette a ‘coconut’, the Siyagruvers 

suddenly notice the differences between life in the suburbs 

and life in the townships or on the Cape

Flats. They have to do something about it – but what? And, 

hey, how come Shelley’s mom (of all people) is riding 

around the townships as if it’s her turf?

9780521725163 Kukhuselekile? FOU Reviva Schermbrucker Cambridge University Press

A small boy watches his family and wonders where is the 

best place to keep money safe. Everyone has a different 

idea. This leads to considering the purpose of money itself. 

Cheerfully illustrated.

9781919876184
Kutheni ndingekho emfanekisweni 

nje?
INT Kidi Bebey New Africa Books

Why isn't Titi in the photographs in the family photo album? 

He really wants to know. If he wasn't born yet, then where 

was he? Titi asks many questions to help him solve this 

mystery. 

9780521726542 Kwakuza kuthiwani ukuba? FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

A look at technology in our life – and the illustrations guide 

us towards what the boy is really thinking. Fun and fantasy 

together, with plenty to think over afterwards.

9781485601388 Kwathini ukuze imbila iswele umsila INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

All was well in the big, big forest. The King of the animals 

was very happy; his subjects were happy and they served 

him so well that the King asked himself: “My, my, what can I 

do to make my people happier still?” But one of the animals 

misses out.  

9781869281014 Laduma! FOU Nompumelelo Zama New Africa Books

Peter dreamed of becoming a soccer star. But how could he 

if he didn't even have soccer boots? So Peter made a deal 

with his father. Would Peter be able to earn his boots?



9781869284268 Lajuxuz'igqirha lemk'etiphini SEN Russell H. Kaschula David Philip Publishers

From the dumps to divining, from despair to dancing! This 

happens to Mncedisi when he and his mother come to fulfil 

their role and responsibility to the family and community. 

Could you travel the journey Mncedisi has to?

9781919888446 Lo mntwana ECD Carole Bloch Songololo

This Baby and Busy Baby are the first board books in English, 

Afrikaans, Zulu and Xhosa to be developed in South Africa 

for 0-2 year olds. These delightfully illustrated fun-to-read 

texts from South Africa’s leading early literacy expert are 

sure to find their way onto the bookshelves of all our babies.

9781919876238 Louba umdlali wesoka omncinane FOU
Sanodji Yombel Abiathar / Adji 

Moussa
New Africa Books

Louba lives in a part of N'Djamena called Doumpa. Life there 

is not always easy, but he has his friends, his soccer and his 

dream…

9780521725620 Mna ngokugqibeleleyo FOU Martie Preller Cambridge University Press

Brother is messy and untidy; sister is neat, clean, tidy. He 

realises something is wrong and does try to make himself a 

bit less grubby. But they are two different characters, so not 

much is going to change! What’s important is “being me”.

9781919888767 Molo, Zoleka! FOU Gcina Mhlope Songololo

Hi Zoleka, friends call. But Zoleka has something on her 

mind. So she walks quietly with her mother and her little 

brother to church. Will she remember all the words of the 

verse she has to recite for the Palm Sunday service?

9781919876221 Ndakukhula ECD Cyprien K.M. Akuete New Africa Books

This little boy wants to grow up really fast. He tells us why 

he wants to be a grown up, and what he plans to do make 

the world a better place. 

9781869282448
Ndicacisela intombi yam 

ngobuhlanga
INT Tahar Ben Jelloun New Africa Books

Writing to respond to his ten-year-old daughter's questions 

about racism, the author skillfully distills this complicated 

issue for a child, offering parents advice on how to explain 

bigotry to their own children.

9780521726740 Ndiyafana nawe FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Fictional story of a girl living with HIV, but still able to have a 

life much the same as her friends. She has to be careful, 

because of the virus in her blood. A simple starting point for 

discussion about AIDS and infectious diseases, as well as 

hygiene and sensible diet.



9780521727433
Ngobunye ubusuku obabumnyama 

thsu
FOU Lesley Beake Cambridge University Press

A typical rural family with a grandmother, mother, daughter, 

baby, dog, cat, chickens and a donkey called Nuisance. Lots 

of sound words to make reading aloud even more fun. Then 

… noises in the night. And a happy, laughing solution. 

Friendly, cheering pictures.

9781869284251 Oomashayela phezulu SEN N. Mazibuko New Africa Books

Remember, there are people affected by HIV as well as well 

as people infected by HIV. This is something Brunette and 

Samantha have no reason to worry about, until they go on 

holiday to the home of Brunette’s mother in Soweto. 

Suddenly they’re living with HIV and have to learn - quick!

9780521725422 Phatha-phatha ECD Penny Hansen Cambridge University Press

In verse text, some important thinking about good ways of 

touching each other and inappropriate ways. The sense of a 

“personal space”. Every child has the right to say No. 

Frolicsome pictures by one of our best illustrators.

9781919876207 U-Afi negubu lomlingo FOU
Thécla Midiohouan and Hector 

D. Sonon
New Africa Books

When war  forces people to leave their homes, children 

often get lost. And that's what happens to Afi. But luckily, 

she meets an old man with a big heart and… a magic drum!

9781919876726 U-'Awu' no-'Shu!' INT Jean Mbonyi David Philip Publishers

Once, a very old king needed a successor to his throne, so he 

set his people a puzzling task - to bring him an "oh!" and an 

"ah!". A clever young fellow settled in the kingdom, and he 

knew just where to find an "oh!" and an "ah!".

9781919888484 Ubhabha oxakekileyo ECD Carole Bloch Songololo

This Baby and Busy Baby are the first board books in English, 

Afrikaans, Zulu and Xhosa to be developed in South Africa 

for 0-2 year olds. These delightfully illustrated fun-to-read 

texts from South Africa’s leading early literacy expert are 

sure to find their way onto the bookshelves of all our babies.

1868572552
UBrenda unegongqongqo egazini 

lakhe
FOU Hijltje Vink Garamond Uitgewers

This a story about Brenda, a three year old ordinary girl with 

HIV. It is a true story that is written down by her foster 

mother. There is one thing that is not so ordinary about 

Brenda, there is a little dragon in her blood. The dragon is 

called HIV and has to remain sleeping. 



9781485601043 UBuhle, iThol' elimabala-bala INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Soyiso was a lively little boy. Every morning he took his 

father’s cattle to the veld. He loved his father and he loved 

the cattle he minded for him. One day, while he was 

watching the cattle, he suddenly noticed  strange calf among 

his cattle. And what a beautiful calf it was! This calf looked 

like no calf Soyiso had ever seen before……

9781919876191 UCitronella INT Carl de Souza David Philip Publishers

Citronella is a little girl who cannot hear, and for whom no-

one can find a cure. Her family decides to send her to 

Grandpa Tambala, who takes her far, far away to a place 

where you don't only hear with your ears.

9780521723558 Uhambo  FOU Daphne Paizee Cambridge University Press

A family goes on a journey by train, then taxi with plenty of 

places and people to see. Along the way come such 

concepts as comparing sizes, cost and capacity. Lively, 

enjoyable artwork.

9781919888828 Uhambo lukaNdlulamthi FOU Jeremy Grimsdell Songololo

Essentially, this is a counting book with an African setting, 

but much more than that! Each number from 1 to 10 has 

two African creatures, an animal and a bird, to be ‘counted’. 

Presented in attractive, soft water-colours against genuine 

African bush scenes, the young viewer is being subtly trained 

in observation and How to read a picture. Each creature is 

accurately portrayed: no cute caricatures. In the final double-

spread of this large-paged book comes a visual challenge 

and a delightful memory test. 

9781485600961 UHlohlesakhe nendlezane yeLitye INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

In a land not so far away and not that long ago, Hlohlesakhe 

and his family lived happily, until a terrible drought came to 

the land. People went hungry and starved until they got so 

thin you could count the ribs of a grown man through his 

clothes. One day, while he was desperately looking for 

something to take home to feed his family, Hlohlesakhe 

wandered deep into the forest in search of roots and berries 

...

9780521725316 UJake ECD Janet Hurst-Nicholson Cambridge University Press

Baby Jake lives in a home that is far from safe as his family 

discover repeatedly. However, their answer to the problem 

is to confine Jake inside a play-pen. Plenty to discuss here 

around home safety rules. Enjoyably illustrated.



9780521723268 Ukhuphiswano lwenqaba yesanti FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Three groups of children on a sunny beach building 

sandcastles. They have different containers providing 

assorted sand shapes, as well as choices to make in 

construction. A cheerful holiday situation, full of colour.

9780521726207 Ukuba lusizi ngakumbi FOU Reviva Schermbrucker Cambridge University Press

A group of young bullies who feel sorry for the way they 

have behaved. But their attempts to put matters right are 

not well received. The story emphasis the difficulty in 

working out solutions together, especially regarding 

behaviour.

9781485621867 Ukuba mtsha SEN Duane Jethro David Philip Publishers

Things are looking good for the Gruvers, but there’s also a 

serious side to some parts of young life. Mncedisi finds 

himself in a really heavy situation. Samantha gets a sharp 

lesson and is made to take a hard look at herself. And 

Brunette decides on independence.

9780521724425 Ukukh…ukukhu…ukukhutywa! ECD Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

Baby has hiccups. All sorts of remedies are tried (shown in 

suitably enjoyable pictures) without anything being 

successful until Papa makes Baby laugh by whirling him 

round in the air. Baby stops his hiccups: but then Papa 

starts!

9780521726030 Ukukhumbula uMakhulu FOU Dianne Stewart Cambridge University Press

A family situation in which a baby is born and then 

grandmother dies. The unhappiness is lessened by the happy 

memories people have of the old lady. So death is part of 

the cycle of life – and the baby is still there! Plenty to talk 

about in this thoughtful story.

9781485620105 Ukumkani okhohlakeleyo usaphila! INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

The old, cruel king was dead. All over the kingdom there 

were celebrations, for no one had loved the king. Some said 

they had praised him, fearing what he might do to them. The 

old, cruel king was dead; hope rose like a pillar, sturdy and 

strong; it climbed up, up, up to highest heavens. There 

would be kindness in the land. There would be love and 

honour for all. There would be happiness in abundance; 

poverty, abuse and disease would be no more. Or so they 

thought…

9780521723657 Ukuthutha FOU Daphne Paizee Cambridge University Press

All the upheaval as a family makes the decision to move to a 

brand new house – and one son isn’t sure it’s a good idea. 

But he warms to it as they work their way through the plans 

of their new house, visiting the building site, packing 

belongings, and The Move itself. The concepts covered 

include time, distance, sorting, measuring, position.



9780521724661 Ukuzamla kuyosulela ECD Beverley Burkett Cambridge University Press

A large frog swallows Baby Busi when her mother is working 

in the fields. Then frog is swallowed by a snake which is 

swallowed by a tall bird which is swallowed by a crocodile 

which then meets a hippo which yawns. The habit is 

catching. All the others yawn too and Baby Busi is safely 

back on her blanket

9781869284626 Ulindiwe, iqhawe-kazi lethu! FOU Michelle Schwartz New Africa Books

Tomas and Anneke came to stay at Makhulu's Bed and 

Breakfast. Everything was fine until Tomas lost his wallet. 

Lindiwe wanted to help find it, but everyome told her she 

was too young. They searched and couldn't find it. Lindiwe 

also searched… till she found the wallet. 

9780796034991 Ulovane oluculayo FOU Gcina Mhlope Songololo

Anyone who has heard storyteller Gcina Mhlophe in action 

will know that she uses, as the best African storytellers do, 

an enchanting mixture of words and movement and song. 

This traditional tale from Malawi is rich with action and 

emotion, and the song sung by the once lonely chameleon is 

a vital part of the story. Large, colourful illustrations.

9781431404278 UMalusi INT Niki Daly Jacana

Malusi is a herd boy who tends to his grandfather’s sheep 

and goats among the mountains of the Transkei. High above, 

eagles fly while on the ground below, beetles crawl, termites 

scurry and dust flies as Malusi plays games of stick-fighting 

with his friend. But there’s danger too…

Can Malusi save his lambs from the hungry baboon who’s 

stalking the flock?

9781869280574 Umbala wothando FOU Ntombizanele Nkence New Africa Books

Life in the bush can be very lonely, Even for Leon, the proud 

young lion king, but he quickly learns that goodness and 

kidness can earn you a friend for life. 

9781920377021 Umdibanisi SEN Peter Slingsby Baardskeerder

Set in the Cederberg mountains where, in a time-jump, a 

group of modern children find themselves alongside a clan 

of /Xam people (part of those often called Bushmen or San). 

They experience the simplicity of living in harmony with the 

natural world, as well as learning much about the 

significance of rock art. The reader is joined to the past by 

storytelling. It is excellently written, profound, exciting. 

More intelligent readers will also understand how differing 

peoples can be peacefully joined. We – all of us here in 

South Africa – need to make a Joining.



9781485601029 UMfazi oseNyangeni INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Long ago, the people of Gwadana lived simple, but happy, 

lives. They had found the secret of happiness. Their lives 

were very, very orderly. No one broke the rules. There were 

no police and no jails in that village. There were rules for just 

about anything and everything you care to think of, and 

everybody knew those rules well. Yes, they knew the rules 

very, very well indeed and happily obeyed them all. Until 

one day ... 

9781485600985 Umfo waseMzini neMpempe Yakhe INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

In a land far, far away, a long time ago, a certain town was 

suddenly beset by a plague of mice. And all were scared of 

nothing and no one. These mice chased dogs and frightened 

cats and made them scuttle off, tails between their legs! The 

townspeople called a meeting. To the mayor, they said “ We 

elected you to help us solve our problems. Come on, then! 

Help us solve this problem before it is too late!” They did not 

pay him to grow fat and do nothing ... 

9780521724876 Umhobe FOU Daphne Paizee Cambridge University Press

A collection of poems and songs chosen so that children can 

be actively involved in the action or movement or sounds in 

the verse. There are poems of different shapes and plenty of 

interesting new vocabulary to twist a tongue around.

9780521723022 Umlingo kaMama uMabena FOU Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

A picture-book based on mixing primary colours to make 

green, purple and orange, but transformed into Ndebele-

style house-painting and the magic of art itself. Glorious 

colours and geometric shapes frame a story of helpfulness. 

The glowing pictures do full justice to the visual story.

9781431424405
UMnumzana mvundla udibana 

noMnumzan Mandela
INT Chris van Wyk Jacana

 Mr Hare finds a R200 note on his doorstep. When he turns 

the note over he sees Mr Mandela’s face and decides to 

brave the big city of Johannesburg to return it to Mr 

Mandela. But Mr Hare cannot read and he comes across 

many people along the way who want to get their hands on 

Mr Mandela’s money. Mr Hare also cannot work out why 

the note keeps changing colour!

9781919876214 UModjadji, ikumkanikazi yeMvula INT Kubalisa uDonvé David Philip Publishers

Based on African legend, this title tells the story of 

Modjadji's arrival in drought-stricken Venda, where the 

young children have never seen rain. To everyone's delight, 

Modjadji uses her magical powers to produce rain. Soon the 

land turns green, and the people of Venda are healthy and 

happy again. 



9780521725521 Umsebenzi wenkawu FOU Jolanta Durno Cambridge University Press

Verse text describes first a human picnic with masses of 

litter in the form (from beer and cigarettes). When they 

leave, monkeys try out the same habits of drinking and 

smoking and soon set fire to the forest. Fortunately, the 

monkeys have the sense to act as a group, put out the fire 

and not behave that way again.

9780796005144
Umthi wemarula / The marula tree 

(English/isiXhosa)
FOU Barbara McGuire Shuter & Shooter

Counting can be fun! Young students will enjoy the most 

beautiful illustrations and the fascinating theme of this 

book.

9781919876177 UNana nombungu INT Ousmane Diarra New Africa Books

If you make fun of others, you will suffer for it one day! 

That’s what happened to Nana when she met the enormous 

caterpillar. But when the caterpillar changes into a beautiful 

butterfly, Nana learns that she too can change. Suitable 

from ages 5 to 8 years. 

9781869280901 Uncumo lukaPeggy FOU Kaanitah Cassim New Africa Books

Peggy so much wants to be special and different to all the 

other mice in the playground, and it takes her a while to 

realise how special she really is. 

9781869284312 Ungakwazi? ECD Carole Bloch David Philip Publishers

Can you? is a brightly illustrated, playful and joyful little 

book that will make readers of all ages smile. Its clever use 

of repetition and humour as well as it’s focus on the familiar 

will get young children moving and reading!

9781485601005
UNokulunga nembiza yakhe 

eyimfihlo
INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

The mother of a bride tells her daughter all there is to know 

about the duties of a wife and mother. When beautiful 

Nokulunga got married, her mother took her to one side and 

told her all she knew. She also gave her a special pot, saying: 

"This is our secret, use it wisely."

9781431425242 UNyambura Ulinde Ibhasi FOU Cath Alexander Jacana

Nyambura is going to visit her Gogo! She arrives at the 

bustling market place to find that she is last in the queue 

and that the bus has not yet arrived. While she waits for the 

bus, Nyambura remembers the fun things that she and her 

Gogo have done together. Meanwhile, the queue of people 

is getting shorter and shorter because of disaster that strikes 

each of the waiting passengers. Will Nyambura’s generous 

spirit help them to get on the bus in time?



9781869280796 UTat'uNyekevu FOU Xolisa Guzula New Africa Books

Rabbit and Father Snail are alone at home. What will the 

two of them get up to before Mama Sele returns from 

work? 

9780521724326 Utyelelo lukaDorothy FOU Sally Ward Cambridge University Press

Farida prepares for a visit from Dorothy, though she 

imagines Dorothy will be an elephant who will eat 

everything and flatten a lot. When Dorothy arrives, she is a 

little girl “just like me!” Happiness well expressed in lively 

pictures.

9780521722421 UVusirala izim FOU Vuyokasi Matross Cambridge University Press

A fairytale giant threatens a village with his greed because 

every day he wants to eat twice as much which means twice 

the amount of food! It takes a clever small girl to work out 

the answer to save her community. The concepts of heavy 

and light are there, as well as plenty of doubling up. Fred 

Mouton supplies grandly humorous illustrations.

9780521726306 Uyakwazi ukujubalaza? ECD Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Animals grow in different ways. The also move in different 

ways. This enjoyably illustrated book is informative and full 

of words to describe movement.

9781919876771
Yalahlekelwa kanjani buboya bayo 

imvubu
FOU Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Long, long ago, when Hippopotamus and Fire were friends, 

they would often play together. One day, Fire visited 

Hippopotamus at his home and Hippopotamus learnt a very 

valuable lesson about playing with fire. 

9781869281236 Yintoni le ndiyibonayo ibhabhayo? FOU Reviva Schermbrucker David Philip Publishers

What do I hear? What do I smell? What do I taste? What do 

I love to touch? This book provides a fun-filled and 

entertaining look at the world around us. Young readers will 

enjoy its humour. 

9781431431861

Imbokodo: Amanina Abenegaleo 

Kuthi. Leemvumi Ababhali 

Namagcisa Anenkuthazo 

INT
Athambile Masola and Xolisa 

Guzula 
Jacana Media 

You will read about poets, singers, painters and writers who 

used their creative talents to express themselves. These are 

women who shape our worlds with art, culture and 

literature.



9781431431809

Imbokodo: Amanina Abenegaleo 

Kuthi. Labasunguli oonompilo & 

nabafundisintsapho 

INT
Athambile Masola and Xolisa 

Guzula 
Jacana Media 

You will read about the women who shape our world 

through education, science and maths. You will read about 

women who became teachers, nurses, social workers, 

scientists and community workers, overcame obstacles and 

through their work fought for social change.

9781431431748

Imbokodo: Amanina Abenegaleo 

Kuthi. Leenkokheli Ezigqwesileyo, 

amatsha-ntliziyo namavulandlela

int
Athambile Masola and Xolisa 

Guzula 
Jacana Media 

Meet the women who fought against colonialism and 

oppression. Here are the stories of women heroes through 

history, whose stories are connected because of a shared 

passion for equality and justice. 

9781485642336 Ulibiza Gwenxa! FOU Subi Bosa New Africa Books 

Have you ever struggled to pronounce a tricky name? Well, 

Pterodactyl sure has! At her new school, none of the 

teachers can get it right - Terri, Tilly, Tully... but not  

Pterodactyl! That is, until Mr. Tiger steps in to set things 

straight. This is a fun and heartfelt story about the 

importance of saying names correctly and is perfect for little 

readers who love dinosaurs, jungle animals, laughter, and 

standing up for what's right!

9781431434145 Hector FOU Adrienne Wright Jacana

This story of an awful yet key day in South African history is 

told by Hector, an ordinary boy from Soweto, Antoinette, his 

older sister, and Sam, a photojournalist. With powerful 

illustrations, Adrienne Wright tells Hector Pieterson's story 

and recounts the heart-breaking events that woke the world 

up to the evel of apartheid.

9781485628026 Isuphu Yeentsiba FOU Alan Durant New Africa Books 

Noko the porcupine has travveled far and wide. He's tired 

and very hungry. But no one in the village will share their 

food…Can you smell that? Noko has a plan!

9781485631729 Unozincwadi FOU Gcina Mhlope New Africa Books

This is the story of how Mrs. Zwane helps the children of 

Dududu – and how a young boy gives Mrs. Zwane a very 

special gift. The gift of reading, and words.



9781485631941 Itheko loThando likaMpumi FOU Lebohang Masongo New Africa Books

Mpumi and Gogo share a special bond. They enjoy their 

time together - which often involves making meals together. 

When Gogo becomes ill and does not come back from the 

hospital, Mpumi is left with a very sad heart. Her friends and 

neighbours make a feast full of love to help Mpumi and her 

family remember Gogo in a special way.

9781485630807 Qhawe! Umokgadi Caster Semenya FOU Nokuthula Mazibuko Msimang New Africa Books 
My name is Mokgadi Caster Semenya, and I am eight years 

old. One day I will be the fastest girl in the world.

9781776252718 Ingoma kaZandi FOU Zandile Ndhlovu Pan Macmillan

One day the sea gives her a gift that changes everything. 

Zandi goes on an adventure full of amazing discoveries but 

something is threatening this magical world … is the key to 

protecting it buried in stories from the past?

9781485631835 igama lam ELIKHULU FOU Amonge Sinxoto New Africa Books 
Soon all her friends will discover the power in Isenguye's 

name - and their own names too.

9781779991300 Xhentsa ngesakho isingqi FOU Refiloe Moahloli Pan Macmillan

Zazi dreams about dancing, but she's too scared to try. What 

if she's not good enough? What will people say? Dance to 

Youw Own Beat is an inspiring story about following your 

dreams and allowing others to support your on the journey.

9781485626855 Ndingamanzi ECD Thembinkosi Kohli David Philip Publishers

In this exciting new children’s book, Thembinkosi Kohli’s 

illustrations encourage young readers to connect with the 

world they live in. His bright and cheerful images, which are 

accompanied by short bursts of text, explain in an easy to 

understand visual language not only our connection to the 

earth as human beings but its importance in our everyday 

lives. This story is a great read for the whole family, 

especially children aged between 4 – 8 years old.

9781485631507 Ndingumoya ECD Thembinkosi Kohli New Africa Books 
What does air look like? Can we touch it? Breath in, breath 

out - air is there. We are air



9781485641650
Ngowuphi umbala othandwa 

kakhulu nguMpumi?
ECD Lebohang Masango New Africa Books 

There are seven colours in a rainbow. What is Mpumi's 

colour? What is yours?

9781485630920 Unxiba ntoni uMpumi? ECD Lebohang Masango New Africa Books Is it Hot? Is it Cold? What does Mpumi wear?

9781431435401 Uqhekezo Lobunye INT
Xolisa Guzula & Athambile 

Masola
Jacana

While apartheid may have officially ended, its impact still 

resonates today. This book serves as a vital reminder of the 

sacrifices made and the ongoing journey toward a truly 

inclusive society.

9781431434862 Inyathelo elinye ngexesha INT Gregory Maqoma Jacana

Take this journey with multi-award-winning dancer and 

choreographer Gregory Maqoma as he reminds us that our 

dreams can take us on extraordinary adventures.

9781431435036 Unogolide INT Wendy Hartmann Jacana

Join Ouma Katrina Esau on her inspiring journey and 

discover the power of language and the importance of never 

giving up on your dreams.

9781485642695 Iphupha likaRosina INT Lorato Trok  New Africa Books 

Rosina Sedibane Modiba - an athlete who achieved 

superstar status, whose story has not been told for more 

than forty years.

9781431433858 uShudu INT Shudufhadzo Musida Jacana

Shudu’s happy and carefree childhood seems very far away 

when she moves towns and is bullied by her new classmates 

for being an outsider. But her special friendships help her 

feel like she belongs. Deep inside, Shudu has a spark, a 

special kind of strength that she didn’t even know was there. 

She finds her voice and can be herself.



9781431430109 Ingcali kwezeNzululwazi Elityelweyo SEN Lorato Trok  Jacana

Unrecognised, ignored and forgotten. The Forgotten 

Scientist: The Story of Saul Sithole is the untold story of a 

pioneering black scientist who made a great contribution to 

the fields of anthropology and ornithology in South Africa. 

Saul Sithole was so committed to his craft that even the 

weight of apartheid did not stop him from giving 62 years of 

his life to the scientific world of birds and fossils.

9781431436606 Sizokuthini? FOU Carole Bloch Jacana

Papa and Mama live with their five children in a crowded 

little house. When Gogo and Mkhulu come to stay, things 

get very chaotic and noisy. Desperate for peace, Papa climbs 

the hill to visit Wise Wazini, hoping she'll know what to do. 

But Wize Wazini's advice only makes things noisier, wilder 

and even smelly! What will they do to bring calm back to the 

family?

'9781485625829 Kwezi 1-3 SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Kwezi is a young city dweller who discovers he has super 

human abilities. His journey starts off as a self-serving 

narcissist who only uses his abilities to further his social 

status. This is until he is tracked down by three individuals 

who exhibit similar evolutionary talents. It is not long until 

Kwezi is confronted with the truth about his powers and is 

faced with an important decision: to carry out his life serving 

no particular purpose, or joining his new companions on a 

journey to discover who he really is and what he is destined 

to be. 

9781485626381 Kwezi 4-6 SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Soon after Kwezi arrives, following a confrontation with his 

parents and a fall out with Azania, he is made aware of a 

scared , mystical mission which he must undertake in order 

to ascend to his truer, higher self. Meanwhile in the Namib 

desert, en route to seek counsel about the unravelling 

prophecy, Mohau and Khoi encounter "The Three Pillars", 

inter dimensional guardians who will stop at nothing to 

protect the seer. Back in the Gold City, something sinister is 

quietly brewing through the vicious hands of Mr Mpisi. 

9781485629306 Kwezi 7-9 SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Gold city is in for a big surprise! Mr Mpisi and his cohorts 

have met secretly to devise a plot to undo the rise of Kwezi 

and the superhero phenomena. They unleash Mamadou, a 

raging giant from the hidden land of the hyena to wreak 

havoc in the city centre. With Mohau and Khoi still in inter-

dimensional travel, and Kwezi yet to gain new insights and 

powers back home, all is left to an introspective Azania to 

protect the city. 



9781431436712 Intliziyo yeBhabhathane FOU Lalu Mokuku Jacana

Mosa and Neo are best friends who love playing kgati. Their 

hearts beat to the rhythm of the skipping rope, Lub-Dub, Lub-

Dub. But when one of them falls ill, the game changes and 

the other is left to face a quiet kind of sadness. Butterfly 

Heart opens a gentle, thoughtful path for children and adults 

to talk about death and grief. This tender story reminds us 

that een in the midst of sorrow, we can find comfort in one 

another and in the memories and stories that stay with us.

9781431436781 Isipho sikaMilani FOU Lebo Mazibuko Jacana

Every morning, Milani sings with the rooster, the birds and 

the clucking hens in the father's chicken coop. when it's time 

for Milani to sing at school, stage fright takes over and she 

runds away in tears. Will Milani ever find the courage to sing 

out loud? Join Milani on a journey of bravery, finding your 

voice and learning that joy comes from sharing your gifts 

with others.

9781431436934 Uausi Undixelele FOU Kelly Collier Jacana

Ausi is a wise ancestor who knows the secrets of nature. In 

this magical story, Ausi invites us to listen closely to nature's 

wisdom, to honour Mother Earth's gifts and to remember 

our sacred roleas her caretakers. She teaches us about the 

elements - earth, water, wind and fire - the song of the stars 

and the dance of the moon. Ausi Told Me is a gentle, yet 

powerful, reminder that we all belong to Kamkamma - the 

living world that holds us, loves us and helps us to grow.

9781431433797 Umdanisi Wolonwabo FOU Gregory Maqoma Jacana

Gregory isn’t keen on soccer, but he loves to dance and jive 

and feel the energy and rhythm in the music that is all 

around him. Dancing brings him joy – and an adventure 

more dazzling than he could ever have dreamed.

9781779990945 Khalipha Njengam! FOU Zulaikha Patel Pan Macmillan

Experience the story of a girl who dared to defy the norms 

and became a voice for transformation. Rich storytelling and 

vibrant illustrations come together to celebrate resilience 

and the power of standing up for what is right.



9781779991409 Ingubo Engabonakaliyo kaNeo FOU Salamina Mosese Pan Macmillan

Neo loves adventures, but sometimes he feels a little scared. 

Luckily his sister, Thandi, is strong and brave and she has a 

clever plan to make Neo feel safe. She gives him a special 

blanket – an invisible blanket. And it works! He’s not even 

afraid of the tallest tree in the garden anymore. But will the 

invisible blanket help when Neo has to go to a new school … 

and participate in the swimming gala?


