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9780620345460
11 South African Folk Tales Official 

Languages
INT

Aré Van Schalkwyk, Reuben 

Matemane
Zytek Publishing (Pty) Ltd

11 newly-written South African folk tales, each 

representing the vernacular of one of our 11 official 

languages and accompanied by an English translation, 

celebrate our 11 years of democracy and cultural 

diversity as a nation. 

9781920016586 Alba INT Anne-Catherine De Boel Macmillan Children's Books

Alba is a five-year-old African girl who goes looking for 

her father in the forest and over the plains. The animals 

help her, assuring her that her father was with them, 

riding the zebra, climbing the neck of the giraffe, until 

he climbed “so very high into the sky that he must have 

sprouted wings …” and has now gone “too far away to 

come back again”. The word “death” is never 

mentioned, but it is here to be contemplated and 

discussed

1868572609
Brenda u na tshivhanda tshiṱuku 

malofhani awe
FOU Hijltje Vink Garamond Publishers

This a story about Brenda, a three year old ordinary girl 

with HIV. It is a true story that is written down by her 

foster mother. There is one thing that is not so ordinary 

about Brenda, there is a little dragon in her blood. The 

dragon is called HIV and has to remain sleeping. 

9780981411088 Bugu ya u Vhala ya Tshitswana INT D. Jones & S.T. Plaatje Room to Read Variety of folktales

9781920428075 Chrissie Lunguvhi FOU Gerald MacCann Room to Read

This is a story about Lana, her Granny and the 

caterpillar they named Crhissie.  It is also about the 

caterpillar's special secret which taught lana about the 

important journeys we make in life.

9781869142735 Dambi ḽa zwiṱori zwashu INT Gcina Mhlope
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Press 

Stories with magic inspire us to believe in hope and 

dreams. How will anyone recognize 'real life' miracles if 

they have not learned about magic from stories? Our 

Story Magic is a collection of enchanting and compelling 

African folklore tales written for children. Read and 

share these stories with the love that went into the 

writing of them. Some of the magical titles in this 

collection include: Sun and the Moon, Queen of the 

Tortoises, Moonlight Magic, Dad Is Eating Ashes, The 

Singing Dog, Jojelas Wooden Spoon, and Sunset Colors. 



9781920428068 Danny na tshipembene tsha tshitaha INT Celeste Slabber-Loriston Room to Read

Tormented by bullies at school, Danny finds himself one 

day in a mysteriously changed world where he has to be 

strong and brave to rescue the ant queen. 

9781920016302 Ḓuvha ḽa Bongani INT Gisèle Wulfsohn Pan Macmillan

Colour photos of a day in the life of Bongani, a seven-

year-old boy who lives in Westdene, Johannesburg. 

Home, school, friends, food. This is modern reality. 

Africa now!

9780624044949 Ḓuvha ḽa manakanaka ECD Ann Walton Tafelberg Publishing A very nice day - wordless book

9781869280352 Ḓuvha ḽa Vuyo ECD Carole Bloch New Africa Books

Vuyo is a little South African boy who loves to play! 

Young children everywhere will enjoy the simple text 

and delightfully detailed illustrations, which describe 

the things he enjoys playing with - and how he loves 

playing with other children most of all! 

9780624055266 Fhufha, goni, fhufha! INT Christopher Gregorowski Tafelberg Publishing 

Fly, Eagle, Fly! is a stirring tale of hope, written by by 

Christopher Gregorowski for his dying child. The basic 

parable tells of an African farmer who finds an 

abandoned eagle chick and takes it back to his farm. As 

the young eagle grows up among the chickens, it 

imagines that it is a chicken. A friend of the farmer 

notices the now grown eagle and tries to persuade the 

bird to fly, but fails twice. For third attempt, the friend 

persuades the farmer to carry the bird to the top of a 

mountain in the darkness of night. As th dawn rises, the 

eagle spreads its great wings, launches itself forward, 

and flies ... 

9781920016715 Gondo ḽa Zanzibar FOU Niki Daly Pan Macmillan

With a heart as big as Africa, Mama Jumbo arrives on 

Zanzibar Road ready to build a house, make new friends 

and settle down. Come to Zanzibar Road, and meet a 

colourful and entertaining cast of characters who will 

delight children of all ages. 

9781920428051 Hafu ya Donngi FOU Jenny Robson Room to Read

Lesedi has to be the front half of a donkey in her school 

play.  She is very upset, very envious of her friends who 

have good parts. But then her grandfather explains how 

important his donkey is to him. This changes Lesedi's 

attitude completely.



9781920428822
Heyi nnḓu yo vha isa nga ḓo vha hone 

vha hu si nga…
ECD Thenjiswa Ntwana Room to Read

There would be no house if…' is a story about the 

various parts of a house and the debate they have over 

who plays the biggest role in forming a home.  When all 

the parts mock the tiny nails and the nails decide to 

bolt, they quickly learn the importance of even the 

smallest part of the house.

9781920428037 Khakho ya Njabulo INT Dina Malan and Melvyn Naidoo Room to Read

Njabulo lives happily with his family in their beautiful 

Ndebele home. But sometimes he does things that his 

mother disapproves of, and when she shouts at him, he 

gets very angry. And that's where all the trouble 

started. 

9781770096066 Khonani ya Takalani FOU Carole Bloch Jacana

A cheerfully illustrated, light-hearted simple story (for 

first readers) of Asanda who considers a wide range of 

South African animals before deciding that Big Dog is 

her real friend. Reading fun alongside vocabulary 

building. The artwork is full of character and invites an 

inquiring eye.

9781920428549 Khosi ya Vlei FOU Margaret Clough Room to Read

The King of the Vlei is a story about coming together as 

a community with a shared goal of keeping the land and 

waters free from litter. 

9780521702935 Khotsi aṋu vha na mahono? FOU Kathy Luckett Cambridge University Press 

An African family is happy together until father starts to 

snore. Then no one can sleep. One night his children 

carry their father outside the house, a spider falls into 

his mouth and he is not best pleased. We see him 

chasing the children round the house! But in future, he 

sleeps with his mouth shut. This story has proved highly 

popular with children!

9781869034863 Khushu Khushu ECD Juta Gariep
Khushu Khushu is a collection of rhymes for all the 

children of Southern Africa.

9780521724197 Ḽiṋo ḽi remaho ḽa Ngweṋa FOU Fundisile Gwazube Cambridge University Press 

A delightful animal story with striking pictures of 

Crocodile’s pain and all the sympathetic animals. Bird 

acts as a dentist, though he is nearly swallowed in the 

process. Watch out, though: Crocodile is now hungry!

9780521702805 Luimbo Lwa Lizo FOU Christopher Hodson Cambridge University Press 

The setting is the annual Minstrels Carnival. Lizo loves 

to sing – “I love to sing – nearly everything!” Sometimes 

he is praised, sometimes chased away. Then he joins 

one of the bands and (naturally) wins a prize. Happy 

bouncing colour pictures of Cape Town’s great fun day.



1868572374 Luimbo lwa Zwiṋoni zwa Rathi INT Rene Deetlefs Garamond Publishers

Wishing to make beautiful music with the flute that was 

given to her by her mother, young Lindiwe captures the 

songs of six different birds in her flute and shares the 

irresistible tune with the people of her African village.

9781920162184
Lwendo lulapfu lwa Lulama lwa u ya 

hayani
ECD Marjorie van Heerden Pan Macmillan

One day when Lulama was playing in the shallow waters 

of the river near her home, a fish eagle with very poor 

eyesight swooped down and scooped Lulama out of the 

water.

9781869251321 Lwendo lulapfu u ya mbofholowoni SEN Nelson Mandela Nolwazi

This book is Nelson Mandela’s personal contribution to 

developing and strengthening a culture both of learning 

and reading in South Africa. It is a shortened version of 

the biography, “Long Walk to Freedom”, and has been 

written so that everyone can share his experiences. But 

it is not just his story. It is the story of all of us and our 

struggle to be free. 

9781920428471 Lwendo lwa Thili INT Gudani Ramikosi Room to Read

Originally written in Tshivenda, Thili's Journey  is a story 

about a little girl's adventures with fantastical myths 

and fables, that she encounters along her way to visit 

her grandmother. 

9780981400471
Lwendo lwa u ya vhengeleni la 

zwitamba vhana
FOU Lorato Trok, Gavin Fouche Room to Read

A visit to the toy store is a story about a grade four 

class's very first visit to the biggest toy store in their 

township. Their excitement about having to choose 

their own toys is evident in their faces. Inside the store, 

a little girl called Zoleka's eyes are fixed on a one-eyed 

doll that seemed to be bypassed by everyone. Zoleka 

learns that the doll has been on the shelf for a long 

time. The children excitedly rush back to the bus with 

their toys on tow. The teacher realizes that Zoleka is left 

behind in the store and goes back to find her. Zoleka 

wants the one-eyed doll as her toy but the teacher 

discourages her. What toy will she eventually choose?

9780521724296 Madalo a Dorothy FOU Sally Ward Cambridge University Press 

Farida prepares for a visit from Dorothy, though she 

imagines Dorothy will be an elephant who will eat 

everything and flatten a lot. When Dorothy arrives, she 

is a little girl “just like me!” Happiness well expressed in 

lively pictures.



9780627003103 Mafangambiti SEN T.N. Maumela J.L. van Schaik

For the boys of a Venda village, life revolves around the 

fortunes of Mafangambiti, a fighting bull whose 

victories are the talk of the countryside and whose 

rampages are destructive enough to bring his life into 

question.  Every page in this closely observed study of a 

cattle-herding boyhood vibrantly evokes the African 

setting. And there is no mistaking the epic quality of the 

story and the heroic stature of its protaginist, 

Mafangambiti - rugged, fearless, challenging, 

indomitable. Inevitably he becomes a symbol of Africa's 

will to endure, to survive, to come back.

9781770094864 Mbiḓi na Phele INT Lesley Geekie Dawe Jacana

The Zebra and the Hyena  tells the story of how quick-

thinking Zebra tricks the hungry Hyena into not eating 

him for dinner, with very prickly results. This is a tale 

with striking illustrations made of paper collage.

9781868404070 Mirubo ya vhatukana ABET Silas Sitholimela New Readers Project

Gondonabada was crippled, but he enjoyed visiting his 

aunt at Managa and playing on the mountain near the 

village with the herd boys. The mischievous boys did not 

tell him about Madevhe, the dangerous baboon who 

lived nearby!

9780799413441 Miṱodzi Ya Vhutshilo Hanga SEN M.R. Ṋevhuṱalu Nasou / Via Afrika 

Gangsterism, as an example of the consequences that 

come with evil deeds, confirms a phenomenally creative 

mind in one of the short stories.

9781770094369 Muḽoro wa Nḓodzo ECD Carole Bloch Jacana

Lele is a very imaginative little boy. When he dreams, 

the world has no boundaries. He travels from the night 

sky, down to the sea and back up to the clouds. Join 

Lele on his journey as he makes friends with the stars, 

the fish and other young dreamers.

9781920428082 Muvhuda na Tshivhingwi FOU Shao Evelyn Moseri Room to Read

Hare loves living in the wide, open veld but sometimes 

he feels lonely there.  He asks a bear who is passing by 

to be his friend but Bear has no interest in making new 

friends. Sad and lonely, Hare wonders whether he will 

just have to get used to being all alone. But when Mr. 

Tokologo goes hunting, everything changes.

9781869280413 Ṋaledzi ndundumani dza muṱavha FOU Reviva Schermbrucker New Africa Books

A troop of colourful stars once ruled a corner of the sky. 

They thought they were better than the white stars and 

boasted loudly all night. Finally, the white stars could 

stand it no longer. What happened when the colourful 

stars were forced to leave the sky and land on earth’s 

dry, dusty sand?



9781920607869
Ndau yo wanisa hani kuvhombele 

kwayo
INT Gcina Mhlope Puo Publishing

King Lion used to have a very soft voice. He didn’t sound 

like a powerful king of the beasts at all. The other 

animals had no warning of danger when he was out 

hunting. A big meeting was called to try and solve this 

problem. The animals made various suggestions but 

none were acceptable. Then Nogwaja, the crafty Hare, 

came up with a clever idea. And this is how it came 

about that today Lion has the mighty roar that befits 

the king of the beasts!

9780981425429 Ndi nga vha huńwe na huńwe FOU Catherine Groenewald First Words in Print 

A girl whose parents have died from AIDS goes to live 

with her grandmother. Kindness and genuine memories 

as the creation of a doll restores some normality. 

Perceptive illustrations of collage, washed colour and 

crisp line show a genuine modern Africa.

9781869280536
Nḓila ye mvuvhu ya xelelwa nga 

mamvele ngayo
INT Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Long, long ago, when Hippopotamus and Fire were 

friends, they would often play together. One day, Fire 

visited Hippopotamus at his home and Hippopotamus 

learnt a very valuable lesson about playing with fire. 

9781920271183
Nelson Mandela lwendo lulapfu lwa 

mbofholowo
INT Chris van Wyk Macmillan Publishers

Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) is a true hero of our times, 

loved and admired across the globe. This children's 

book tells the story of his life, from his carefree days as 

an ordinary village boy to his unflinching leadership of 

the ANC, the long years in prison under the apartheid 

regime and his eventual freedom, ending with his 

extraordinary elevation to President of South Africa in 

1994. 

9781431423576 Ngano dza Xaḽaxadi INT Hanneke du Preez Jacana

Kgalagadi (Pronounced Ga’laga’di) is the Tswana name 

for the wilderness, which falls within the borders of 

South Africa, Botswana, and Namibia. It is the hunting 

ground of the nomadic Bushmen and the home of the 

several Tswana tribes who call themselves Bakgalagadi 

(people of the wilderness). The author collected the 

stories during her years as a safari guide in Botswana. In 

retelling these stories of the Bushmen the author has 

retained, as far as possible, the essence of the original. 

9781770096639 Nguni dzo Khuthalaho INT Maryanne Bester Jacana

The first of several picture books featuring Nguni cattle. 

This has simple text which is about variations of colours 

and patterns on cattle rather than a story. Fascinating, 

all the same with plenty of detail to explore in the large 

colour pictures. Star cattle. Or, as you might say, real 

cool cattle!



9780981443940
Ngwende ngwende tshikwamani 

tshanga
FOU Catherine Groenewald Room to Read

New shoes are so expensive! But there are various ways 

of earning a few precious coins which jingle in your 

pocket. Junior enterprise! Warm pictures, part collage 

and part painting.

97817700945604 Ni khou itani? ECD Carol Bloch Jacana

Through the eyes of young Lele, various jobs that have 

to be done by members of the family: making a 

shopping list, looking up a phone number, checking 

advertisements, mending clothes, looking in a book and 

doing a crossword puzzle. Then Lele himself goes 

missing – much searching, until he is found writing a 

story!

9781869284381 Ni nga kona? ECD Carole Bloch New Africa Books

Can you? is a brightly illustrated, playful and joyful little 

book that will make readers of all ages smile. Its clever 

use of repetition and humour as well as it’s focus on the 

familiar will get young children moving and reading!

9780624046721 Nṋe na inwi SEN Tsireledzo Mushoma Tafelberg Publishing 

Phumudzo’s sister is in ICU and Phumudzo blames 

herself for it. Then her best friend is murdered and she 

starts to feel as if she is living in a strange world where 

she doesn’t understand why things happen the way they 

do. She sets out to find understanding, and uncovers 

secrets which set free a few other people besides 

herself.

9780620397823 Nosipho u a swika FOU Sarah Oosthuizen Room to Read

A girl whose parents have died from AIDS goes to live 

with her grandmother. Kindness and genuine memories 

as the creation of a doll restores some normality. 

Perceptive illustrations of collage, washed colour and 

crisp line show a genuine modern Africa.

9781920016173 Ṅwana muthihi mbeu nthihi FOU Kathryn Cave Pan Macmillan
Follow Nothando as she grows a pumpkin, and learn all 

about her! Find out what life is like in her South African 

village.

9781770094567 Oho hai! ECD Carol Bloch Jacana

Dangos wakes up on Monday morning with a dreadful 

sneeze. Her Aunty wants to take special care of her and 

so Dangos misses out on climbing trees, making dolls, 

playing with her friends and fishing with her uncle. Will 

she be able to catch up all the fun things she has missed 

by the end of the week?

9781869280475 Oo! Na Ahaa! INT Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Once, a very old king needed a successor to his throne, 

so he set his people a puzzling task - to bring him an 

"oh!" and an "ah!". A clever young fellow settled in the 

kingdom, and he knew just where to find an "oh!" and 

an "ah!".



9780702145841 Pfumo ḽa Mulalo SEN L.M. Mufamaḓi Juta Gariep Pfumo ḽa Mulalo is a Tshivenda novel. 

9781920428686 Raleruo FOU Shao Moseri Room to Read

A farmer named Raleruo was very proud of his wealth. 

He ridiculed those who were poor and treated them 

with contempt. When Raleruo's son died, many of those 

poor neighbors came to the funeral but they refused to 

eat any of the food that had been prepared. Raleruo 

was heartbroken at their rejection. for the first time, he 

understood that this is how he had made them feel. 

When Raleruo changed his attitude toward his 

neighbors, they accepted him with open arms. 

0627013945 Sosi Mvuvhu I ṱoḓa vhutope INT
Larraine Kriek and T.N. 

Maumela
J.L. van Schaik

This is a children story about how the hippo wonders 

into the village and finds himself being captured and 

sent to the circus. He is treated badly and becomes 

miserable until one day his luck changes. 

1868572765 Tabu na nḓou dzi tshinaho INT Rene Deetlefs Garamond Publishers

Tabu and the dancing elephants - When a young boy 

named Tabu is taken away by an old mama elephant 

while his father is sleeping, Tabu's mother gets him back 

by teaching the elephants how to dance.

9781700307735
Thabo u phulusa mokone wa bola ya 

milenzhe
INT N Turkington Macmillan

A brightly coloured picture-book story about a boy 

supporter of Moroka Swallows (known as “The Birds”). 

He gets a message through to their star player which 

saves him from a gang of crooks. Clear text, suitable for 

primary readers, especially those mad keen on soccer!

9781431402168 Thando Rocker FOU Dorothy Kowen Jacana

A story with verse text about a soccer ball. Thando’s ball 

is eventually chosen to be the match ball at Cape Town 

Stadium. Lilt and jingle in the wording, but not much of 

a story.

9780521724395 Thi…thi…thikhwa! ECD Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press 

Baby has hiccups. All sorts of remedies are tried (shown 

in suitably enjoyable pictures) without anything being 

successful until Papa makes Baby laugh by whirling him 

round in the air. Baby stops his hiccups: but then Papa 

starts!



9780799418781 Thikho Ya Sialala SEN M.R. Ṋevhuṱalu Nasou / Via Afrika A collection of Tshivenda folktales, proverbs, riddles, 

cultural songs and popular initiation songs.

9781920428013 Thoho ya bakete FOU Moraig Peden Room to Read

Queenie is generally a very good dog, but she has 

trouble minding her own business around the 

neighbor's dogs. Eventually, Queenie learns to control 

her temper - the hard way. 

9781920428754 Thulani na mbudzi yawe i sa pfi FOU Zolani Jack Room to Read

Thulani and the silly goat' is based on the traditional 

tale about Thulani's success in convincing the rat, the 

rope, the camel, the water, the fire, the stick and the 

goat to work together to find shelter down in the well.

9780799403107 Tshianeo SEN T.N. Maumela and E.S. Madima Nasou / Via Afrika 

This collection of short stories by T.N. Maumela and E.S. 

Madima was compiled by the 1st and 2nd prize winners 

respectively (Venda) of the Republic Festival 

Competition (1971). 

9781920428044 Tshibode tsha madini tsha ndebvu INT Gregory Paitaki Room to Read

Can we be friends even if we look different? Vuyozaki, a 

lonely girl, learns the answer to this question when she 

meets Sammy, a strange turtle with whiskers who 

managed to get along well with others as friends. 

9781920428617 Tshibwanana tsha Wezi FOU Vuyisile Msila Room to Read

Originally written in Xhosa, Wezi's Puppy , is a sweet 

story about a girl who loses her puppy only to discover 

that the puppy is hidding under her bed covers. 

9781920016494 Tshidzumbe tsha makhulu vho-Ruby FOU Chris van Wyk Pan Macmillan

A picture book story brimming over with South Africa. It 

comes from Chris van Wyk’s much longer book Shirley, 

Goodness and Mercy and it concerns that time of his 

boyhood when his Ouma Ruby took him to a bookshop 

in Johannesburg. Read the book to reveal the secret – 

and rejoice at the accurate detail and sympathetic 

characterisation in the illustrations.

9781920271329 Tshikoro! FOU Mina Javaherbin Pan Macmillan

Laduma! - Join Bongani and his friends as they kick, 

dribble and shoot their new football through the dust. 

Who will win the game? The players – or the bullies 

who come to stop them? 



9781920428389 Tshiphiri tshihulu INT Catherine Groenewald Room to Read

This story is part of the Threads series, aimed at 

children between the ages of six and nine, takes the 

form of a full length story book which tells the story of a 

young girl called Thandi, whose parents have died of 

AIDS, and who must now go to live with her 

grandmother, Gogo. Memories of her family are woven 

throughout the making of a special doll that shows her 

how to find comfort and hope. 

9780868170077 Tshiphiri tsho Bvela Khagala SEN T.N. Maumela Acacia Books Tshiphiri tsho Bvela Khagala is a Tshivenda novel. 

9780868171388 Tshiṱanga-Dzimeni Tsha Maneto SEN M.R. Ṋevhuṱalu Acacia Books
A young woman deserts school at an early age to enjoy 

the 'benefits' of adulthood. The adult world offers huge 

challenges instead.

9780521722957 Tshizi! Tshizi ya u ḓifha! FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press 

Mice quarrel over delicious cheese – but they are not 

the only ones interested. The story involves dividing, 

counting and the passage of time. Together with a fun 

story and lively pictures.

9780521725392 U kwama ECD Penny Hansen Cambridge University Press 

In verse text, some important thinking about good ways 

of touching each other and inappropriate ways. The 

sense of a “personal space”. Every child has the right to 

say No. Frolicsome pictures by one of our best 

illustrators.

9781928365624 U mwemwela ha Sizwe FOU Vianne Venter Book Dash
Today Sizwe learns that a smile is something you can 

give away without losing it. 

0620116455/            

Venda

U Tuwa ha Mondi na Disa Mudzia-

madambi
INT Karen Press Room to Read

One day there was a little boy named Mondi, who lived 

in Nyanga, at the foot of the majestic Table Mountain. 

One night he met the custodian of the Mountain 

Secrets who gave him three magic disa leaves. With 

that he has three wishes. He has to choose how to use 

it. He can bring sadness into his life by using them 

foolishly, or he can use them wisely and plant the seeds 

of goodness and wisdom. What is he going to choose?



9789056472597 Vhalani khathihi na Miffy ECD Dick Bruna Mercis Publishing

The little white rabbit takes a look at various common 

objects such as houses, school, foods, wild animals and 

sea creatures, the desert, a playground, a game reserve 

and the Arctic. No story, just cheerful picture and word 

recognition.

9781920428341 Vhana kha Baisigira FOU Hilary Atkinson Room to Read Sam and Princess are great friends. They are enjoying 

their bicycles.

9780987015907
Vhaṅwe vhashu ri madidingwe, 

vhaṅwe vhashu ri dzindau
INT Mike Kantey The Watermark Press

Some of us are leopards, some of us are lions  - The first 

book to portray (in 1987) black South African children in 

a school setting with honour and integrity. The young 

hero feels inadequate since he comes from a farm and 

knows nothing about the city. Eventually, his ability to 

cope with a large spider in the classroom earns him the 

respect he needs – and deserves.

9780627020162 Vho-Mukhu-vhukhuvhu INT T.N. Maumela J.L. van Schaik

A story about a villager called Mukhuvhukhuvhu who 

goes to the official opening of a local clinic. See how it 

all unfolds. Suitable for children between the ages of 9-

11.

9780636072763 Vhuanzwo (Grade 9 Novel) SEN H.R. Tshianane Maskew Miller Longman

Murangi meets up with his former school friend, who is 

now a criminal involved in contraband smuggling, 

drugtrafficking, car hijacking and  substance abuse. 

Unfortunately, he leads Murangi astray but their 

freedom is short-lived.

9780627023569 Vhukati ha Swiswi SEN T.T. Mudau Van Schaik Publishers

Alcoholism can lead to, amongst other things, 

unwanted sexual friendships, absconding from work and 

losing respect. Will Sam be able to recover? Find out! 

9780521724043 Vhumbulu ha vhuṱali ha Luaviavi FOU Monika Hollemann Cambridge University Press 

Colour changes by Chameleon introduce colour words, 

which prove amusing to Mouse, with one more trick 

which saves Mouse from a cat. Clever, amusing artwork.



9781770095106 Vhurukhu Vhulapfu FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

Intriguingly, the main characters of this picture 

storybook are Nguni cattle. The engaging story features 

a Platteland wedding with everyone too busy to help, 

though the love and the happiness is really there, after 

all. Thoroughly South African, with lively storytelling and 

gorgeous, vivacious cattle-family pictures.

9780868744872 Vhusendekamisi SEN R.M. Ṱhagwane Academica Publishers

9781920428013 Vhutshilo ha vhusiku INT Jenny Robson Room to Read

Terrified, Sipho and Hendrik lay awake in their beds 

listening to a stange, unearthly moaning coming from 

outside the dormitory. When they finally find the 

courage to investigate, the boys are quite surprised by 

what they find. 

1868572307 Vuwani! ECD Ian Lusted Garamond Publishers

Bold pictures on plain colour pages show two children 

getting up, dressing, having breakfast, playing, listening 

to a story and heading back to bed. Very simple.

9780627018824 Zwa shangoni a zwi fheli SEN M. Shishivheli J.L. van Schaik

The novel provides a gripping introduction to life 

situations. It gives the reader an opportunity to learn 

the tricks of survival.

9781869126810 Zwiṱori zwa Afrika INT Gcina Mhlope
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Press 

This folklore story collection offers a feast of enjoyment 

for young South African readers. Ten enchanting tales, 

steeped in the imaginative richness of African 

storytelling: Where did the first stories in the world 

come from? How did little Tortoise win the respect of 

all the other animals? Who was Nanana Bo Sele Sele 

and what happened when she built her house in the 

middle of the animals' road? Why was young Crocodile 

so determined to get hold of Monkey's heart? ...

9781770094468 Zwivhumbeo hoṱhe hoṱhe ECD Carole Bloch Jacana

The world is full of shapes. Everywhere you look you see 

circles, triangles and squares. This is a beautifully 

illustrated book that provides children with a wonderful 

and fun way to learn about shapes from the world 

around us.



9781431431441 Shudu u wana Vhuṱolo hawe FOU Shudufhadzo Musida Jacana Media

In this courageous and beautiful book, Miss South 

Africa, Shudufhadzo Musida, tells the story of her 

upbringing; of a delightful and outgoing girl in Ha-

Vhangani, a small Venda village. She is surrounded by a 

loving extended family. However, things for Shudu take 

a turn for the worse when she moves to Mpumalanga 

to live with her mom. At her new school, Shudu is 

bullied by her classmates. Read how Shudu overcomes 

her sadness and her challenges, and grows into a girl, 

and then an adult, who has learned to love herself!


