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9780620345460
11 South African Folk Tales Official 

Languages
INT

Aré Van Schalkwyk, Reuben 

Matemane
Zytek Publishing (Pty) Ltd

11 newly-written South African folk tales, each 

representing the vernacular of one of our 11 official 

languages and accompanied by an English translation, 

celebrate our 11 years of democracy and cultural 

diversity as a nation. 

9781869284343 A o ka kgona? ECD Carole Bloch New Africa Books

Can you? is a brightly illustrated, playful and joyful little 

book that will make readers of all ages smile. Its clever 

use of repetition and humour as well as it’s focus on the 

familiar will get young children moving and reading!

9780521726238 A o ka menogana? ECD Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Animals grow in different ways. The also move in 

different ways. This enjoyably illustrated book is 

informative and full of words to describe movement.

9780521702959 A rraago o a gona? FOU Kathy Luckett Cambridge University Press

An African family is happy together until father starts to 

snore. Then no one can sleep. One night his children 

carry their father outside the house, a spider falls into 

his mouth and he is not best pleased. We see him 

chasing the children round the house! But in future, he 

sleeps with his mouth shut. This story has proved highly 

popular with children!

9781869287009 Afi le moropa wa maselamose FOU Thécla Midiohouan New Africa Books

When war  forces people to leave their homes, children 

often get lost. And that's what happens to Afi. But 

luckily, she meets an old man with a big heart and… a 

magic drum!

9781919764481
African Myths and Legends (English, 

isiXhosa, isiZulu, Setswana, Afrikaans) 
INT François Maree Fantasi Books 

These ancient African stories, carried over from 

generation to generation, contain magical, romantic and 

mysterious qualities equaling the best of European fairy-

tales. Enjoy the art of African story-telling! 



0627022472 Bagologolo ba re! SEN Van Schaik Publishers

A collection of Setswana proverbs presented with their 

explanations. English and Afrikaans translations and 

their explanations are also given. The Botswana of 

yester-year expressed great wisdom by means of 

proverbs. This tradition has gone but they have left us a 

precious heritage. These proverbs are grouped under 

the following headings: community and family life; 

leadership and teamwork; youth; behavioural guide; 

hospitality and nourishment; motivation; and situations 

and human nature.

9781928365037 Boa, Katse! ECD Nicola Rijsdijk Book Dash A delightful tale about an independent cat.

9781415408476 Bogosi Kupe SEN D.P.S. Monyaise Van Schaik Publishers Bogosi Kupe is a Grade 12 Setswana novel. 

9780521723121 Boloka chenchi! FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

It's Ryan's lucky day when a one hundred rand note falls 

into his hands. Ryan knows just what he wants to do 

with it and this sets up a chain of events where his 

family and friends buy gifts for themselves and also for 

their loved ones. Ryan is surprised at the end of the 

story when his generosity in sharing the money benefits 

him in the end. The main Mathematics themes in this 

story are those of money, buying and working out 

change

9780799404791 Bonno-Botlwaelo SEN L.D. Matshego Nasou / Via Afrika Bonno-Botlwaelo  is a Setswana novel. 

9781485600923 Bontle, Namane e Mebalabala INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

Soyiso was a lively little boy. Every morning he took his 

father’s cattle to the veld. He loved his father and he 

loved the cattle he minded for him. One day, while he 

was watching the cattle, he suddenly noticed  strange 

calf among his cattle. And what a beautiful calf it was! 

This calf looked like no calf Soyiso had ever seen 

before……



9780521727365 Bosigo bongwe jo bo lefifi thata FOU Lesley Beake Cambridge University Press

A typical rural family with a grandmother, mother, 

daughter, baby, dog, cat, chickens and a donkey called 

Nuisance. Lots of sound words to make reading aloud 

even more fun. Then … noises in the night. And a happy, 

laughing solution. Friendly, cheering pictures.

1868572579
Brenda o na le kgogela mo mading a 

gagwe
FOU Hijltje Vink Garamond Publishers

This a story about Brenda, a three year old ordinary girl 

with HIV. It is a true story that is written down by her 

foster mother. There is one thing that is not so ordinary 

about Brenda, there is a little dragon in her blood. The 

dragon is called HIV and has to remain sleeping. 

9781869287023 Debo Yo Montle INT Béatrice Lalinon Gbado New Africa Books

Two little girls are fascinated by a beautiful woman they 

meet at a market. They want to be just like her. But 

what is her secret?

9780947467166 Di sa kopaneng ke dithaba SEN A.N. Damaneyt Atlas Publishers
Di sa kopaneng ke dithaba  or "Only the mountains will 

never meet" is a Setswana novel.

9780869860526 Diane Le Maele a Setswana SEN M.O.M. Seboni Lovedale Press 
This novel is part of the South African Classics Project 

reprinted in 2008 by the Dept. of Arts and Culture. 

9781431406593
Dibuka tsa masea tsa diatla tse dinnye 

1
ECD

Tuelo Gabonewe, Carole 

Bloch, Sue Kramer, William 

Gumede, Alzette Prins

Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies 1 is a set of board books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. This is the first box set of four from 

Jacana Media and the Little Hands Trust, with a focus on 

vocabulary building and reading for enjoyment.

9781431406708
Dibuka tsa masea tsa diatla tse dinnye 

2
ECD

Carole Bloch, Zukiswa 

Wanner, Marna Hattingh
Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies 2 is a set of board books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. This is the second box set of four from 

Jacana Media and the Little Hands Trust, with a focus on 

vocabulary building and reading for enjoyment.



9781485628439 Dijo tse di Monate go Gaisa! INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

Mama is away, and big-sis Siziwe has been left in charge 

of her little brothers and sisters - and Sango-the-dog. 

But as night falls over Gugulethu, the children are 

hungry and there is nothing to eat.  Siziwe knows it's her 

responsibility to make a plan, but what can she do with 

no money, no food and no adult to help?  This touching 

story shares a message of faith during adversity and the 

creative power of hope.

9780521528184 Dikgakgamatso tsa Ntsiki FOU Derek Gowlett Cambridge University Press

Ntsiki has been away sick, so her school friends plan a 

surprise for her return. Oh, what sorting of ingredients, 

measuring, mixing, hearting the oven: and the result is a 

grand cake admired by all. Friendly, realistic 

illustrations.

9781431423552 Dikgang tsa Kgalagadi INT Hanneke du Preez Jacana

Kgalagadi (Pronounced Ga’laga’di) is the Tswana name 

for the wilderness, which falls within the borders of 

South Africa, Botswana, and Namibia. It is the hunting 

ground of the nomadic Bushmen and the home of the 

several Tswana tribes who call themselves Bakgalagadi 

(people of the wilderness). The author collected the 

stories during her years as a safari guide in Botswana. In 

retelling these stories of the Bushmen the author has 

retained, as far as possible, the essence of the original. 

9780521722650 Dikgato tse di tshosang FOU Lindi Mahlangu Cambridge University Press

Patterns of rhyme and rhythm accompany the fear of 

footsteps in the forest. But we need never be too 

frightened when Joan Rankin is in charge of the 

illustrations.

9781431423712 Dimakatso tsa ga Handa ECD Eileen Browne Jacana

Handa puts seven delicious fruits in a basket to take to 

her friend, Akeyo. But as she walks, carrying the basket 

on her head, various creatures steal her fruits. Handa 

walks on, wondering which of the fruits her friend will 

like best, oblivious to the fact that her basket is now 

empty. But then, behind her, a goat charges into a 

tangerine tree and fills Handa's basket with the fruit. 

"Hello, Akeyo," she greets her friend. "I've brought you 

a surprise." But when she lifts off her basket, it's Handa 

who gets the biggest surprise. Akeyo, meanwhile, is 

delighted, because tangerines are her favourite fruit!



9781869143053 Dinaane tsa Afrika INT Gcina Mhlophe
University of KwaZulu-

Natal Press 

This folklore story collection offers a feast of enjoyment 

for young South African readers. Ten enchanting tales, 

steeped in the imaginative richness of African 

storytelling: Where did the first stories in the world 

come from? How did little Tortoise win the respect of all 

the other animals? Who was Nanana Bo Sele Sele and 

what happened when she built her house in the middle 

of the animals' road? Why was young Crocodile so 

determined to get hold of Monkey's heart? ...

9780636055421 Dinaka fela ECD Fathima Dada Maskew Miller Longman

An animal fantasy about a party planned for only those 

animals with horns. Zebra and Monkey want to join in 

the fun so they make themselves horns out of twigs and 

leaves. All goes well until the horns fall off. But by then, 

the other animals wonder why their party should be so 

exclusive. Most enjoyable pictures.

9781869280376 Dinaledi mo mebotwaneng FOU Reviva Schermbrucker New Africa Books

A troop of colourful stars once ruled a corner of the sky. 

They thought they were better than the white stars and 

boasted loudly all night. Finally, the white stars could 

stand it no longer. What happened when the colourful 

stars were forced to leave the sky and land on earth’s 

dry, dusty sand?

9780521722889 Dipanana tsa ga Kgajwana FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

A small money loves bananas but he keeps losing half of 

what is left. An amusing tale which involves sharing and 

dividing as well as plenty of visual humour.

9780994694317 Ditlha ka Flip, Flippie le Ditsala FOU Charlotte Ewins CopyCat Communications

Flip, Flippie and Friends is a series of early-learning 

children’s books that introduce concepts to South 

African children in a way that is interesting, fun and as 

far as possible in their mother tongue. Flip, the mother 

or teacher figure, takes Flippie and his friends through 

twists and turns as they learn about counting, the 

alphabet, shapes, colours, seasons and opposites.  

9781920271282 E Nole! FOU Mina Javaherbin Pan Macmillan

In a dusty township in South Africa, Ajani and his friends 

have earned a brand-new, federation-size soccer 

ball. They kick. They dribble. They run. They score. 

These clever boys are football champions! But when a 

crew of bullies tries to steal their ball, will Ajani and his 

friends be able to beat them at their own game?

9781869287146 Fa ke gola FOU Cyprien K.M. Akuete New Africa Books

This little boy wants to grow up really fast. He tells us 

why he wants to be a grown up, and what he plans to 

do make the world a better place. 



9780624055297 Fofa, ntsu, fofa! INT Christopher Gregorowski Tafelberg Publishing 

Fly, Eagle, Fly! is a stirring tale of hope, written by by 

Christopher Gregorowski for his dying child. The basic 

parable tells of an African farmer who finds an 

abandoned eagle chick and takes it back to his farm. As 

the young eagle grows up among the chickens, it 

imagines that it is a chicken. A friend of the farmer 

notices the now grown eagle and tries to persuade the 

bird to fly, but fails twice. For third attempt, the friend 

persuades the farmer to carry the bird to the top of a 

mountain in the darkness of night. As th dawn rises, the 

eagle spreads its great wings, launches itself forward, 

and flies ... 

9780521724593 Go edimola go a tshelanwa ECD Beverley Burkett Cambridge University Press

A large frog swallows Baby Busi when her mother is 

working in the fields. Then frog is swallowed by a snake 

which is swallowed by a tall bird which is swallowed by 

a crocodile which then meets a hippo which yawns. The 

habit is catching. All the others yawn too and Baby Busi 

is safely back on her blanket

9781485600824 Go fengwa ga Tau INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

Once upon a time, the animals of the jungle decided a 

meeting was long overdue. This was to be no ordinary 

meeting and it was extremely important that each and 

every animal attend. So the day, time, and place was 

set. All the animals were invited to attend. All except 

Lion.

9780521725958 Go gakologelwa Mmemogolo FOU Dianne Stewart Cambridge University Press

A family situation in which a baby is born and then 

grandmother dies. The unhappiness is lessened by the 

happy memories people have of the old lady. So death 

is part of the cycle of life – and the baby is still there! 

Plenty to talk about in this thoughtful story.

9781869285982 Go gopola Mme ECD Carole Bloch New Africa Books

Sithembile and Themba’s mother has died and they 

miss her very much. But although they are sad, they 

come to realise that they are cared for and are not 

alone. Their father, their grandmother and their teacher 

all take care of them through each day. And often, they 

find that there are many special ways to remember 

Mommy. 

9780624034407 Go le kana kana FOU Trish Cooke Tafelberg Publishing 

Mom and baby are home alone when—DING 

DONG!—Auntie and then Uncle and Nannie and Gran-

Gran and the cousins come to visit. And they all want to 

hug and kiss and squeeze and eat the baby right 

up—because everybody loves the baby SO MUCH! With 

Helen Oxenbury lending her characteristic warmth and 

humor to a most exuberant family party, Trish Cooke's 

rhythmic, cumulative story captures the joy of being the 

baby in a large extended family—a baby who knows 

that he is absolutely, utterly adored.



9780521726573 Go rotha, go elela, go rora FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Deliberately set out as a non-fiction book with headings, 

index and information on the subject of Water. Young 

readers will find out about the water cycle, pollution, 

floods and drought, the danger and care of water, as 

well as having fun with it.

9780521725354 Go tshwara ECD Penny Hansen Cambridge University Press

In verse text, some important thinking about good ways 

of touching each other and inappropriate ways. The 

sense of a “personal space”. Every child has the right to 

say No. Frolicsome pictures by one of our best 

illustrators.

9781485620303 Gompieno, Re Jala Kgosi INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

Nyaniso hates Sunday School. He knows all the Bible 

stories the Sunday School teacher tells them. He heard 

those stories long before he was big enough to go to 

Sunday School. Heard them from Makhulu, and many 

more stories besides. He has attended Sunday School 

for many, many years and heard those stories over and 

over again. He used to like them. Used to like going to 

Sunday School, too. Then Lunga came. 

9780521724357 Hik…hik…hiki! ECD Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

Baby has hiccups. All sorts of remedies are tried (shown 

in suitably enjoyable pictures) without anything being 

successful until Papa makes Baby laugh by whirling him 

round in the air. Baby stops his hiccups: but then Papa 

starts!

9780521725224 Jake ECD Janet Hurst-Nicholson Cambridge University Press

Baby Jake lives in a home that is far from safe as his 

family discover repeatedly. However, their answer to 

the problem is to confine Jake inside a play-pen. Plenty 

to discuss here around home safety rules. Enjoyably 

illustrated.

9781869280710 Katse e nnye e e sebete INT Mzamo Maqeba New Africa Books

Ra-Cat so much wanted to go to school. He knew he 

would make lots of friends there. But Mom had been 

drinking from those bottles again. Would that stop Ra-

Cat from making new friends? 

9781869281267 Ke bona eng se se fofang? FOU Reviva Schermbrucker New Africa Books

What do I hear? What do I smell? What do I taste? What 

do I love to touch? This book provides a fun-filled and 

entertaining look at the world around us. Young readers 

will enjoy its humour. 



9781869287160 Ke gore eng ke se mo Ditshwantshong INT Kidi Bebey New Africa Books

Why isn't Titi in the photographs in the family photo 

album? He really wants to know. If he wasn't born yet, 

then where was he? Titi asks many questions to help 

him solve this mystery. 

9781868403400 Ke nyala mang? ABET Sello Motete New Readers Publishers 

A man struggles to choose between two women, he 

decides to take the matter to his family but things 

become complicated. This is an ABET level 1 novel for 

adults. 

9780521726672 Ke tshwana fela le wena FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Fictional story of a girl living with HIV, but still able to 

have a life much the same as her friends. She has to be 

careful, because of the virus in her blood. A simple 

starting point for discussion about AIDS and infectious 

diseases, as well as hygiene and sensible diet.

9781485620280 Kgosi e e Setlhogo ya Tshela! INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

The old, cruel king was dead. All over the kingdom there 

were celebrations, for no one had loved the king. Some 

said they had praised him, fearing what he might do to 

them. The old, cruel king was dead; hope rose like a 

pillar, sturdy and strong; it climbed up, up, up to highest 

heavens. There would be kindness in the land. There 

would be love and honour for all. There would be 

happiness in abundance; poverty, abuse and disease 

would be no more. Or so they thought…

9780521724890 Kgwele ya dinao! FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

The universal game of Africa! In this fiction story we 

follow two boy plays and two soccer stars. We find out 

about clubs in South Africa, favourite sporting activities, 

the international scene, and particularly the positive 

role model that a soccer player can provide.

9781928365648 Khudu e bona ntlo ya yone FOU Maya Fowler Book Dash 

Tortoise sets off in search of his house. Along the way, 

he meets new friends to help him. But the sky is 

darkening, and lightning flashes in the distance. Will 

Tortoise find his house in time?

9781770099395 Kokwanyana e Khibidu FOU Margie Orford Jacana

Little Red Hen is feeling peckish and decides to make 

bread. She makes a list of what she needs and sets out 

into the sunny morning. She asks her friends for help 

but they all say no! Will she have to do everything by 

herself?



9781868403417 La bo phamola! ABET Batseba Poo New Readers Publishers 

Tladi dreams of going to the seaside. Eventually he and 

his friend Pule get to go to Durban. Tladi has swimming 

experience, but he is unprepared for the waves!

9781869281045 Laduma! FOU Nompumelelo Zama New Africa Books

Peter dreamed of becoming a soccer star. But how 

could he if he didn't even have soccer boots? So Peter 

made a deal with his father. Would Peter be able to 

earn his boots?

9780521724005 Leano le le botlhale la Lebodu FOU Monika Hollemann Cambridge University Press

Colour changes by Chameleon introduce colour words, 

which prove amusing to Mouse, with one more trick 

which saves Mouse from a cat. Clever, amusing artwork.

9780521724258 Leeto la ga Dorothy FOU Sally Ward Cambridge University Press

Farida prepares for a visit from Dorothy, though she 

imagines Dorothy will be an elephant who will eat 

everything and flatten a lot. When Dorothy arrives, she 

is a little girl “just like me!” Happiness well expressed in 

lively pictures.

9781869287061 Legapa le le latlhegileng FOU Assamala Amoi New Africa Books

Tutu the tortoise wants to play, run, jump and swim 

with her friends, so she takes off her shell and leaves it 

under a tree. As night falls, she looks for her shell. It’s 

gone! Who could have taken it? Tutu cries, but her 

friends gather round to help her. This charming story 

examines the important theme of identity in a way that 

speaks to children. 

9780521724159 Leino le le botlhoko la ga kwena FOU Fundisile Gwazube Cambridge University Press

A delightful animal story with striking pictures of 

Crocodile’s pain and all the sympathetic animals. Bird 

acts as a dentist, though he is nearly swallowed in the 

process. Watch out, though: Crocodile is now hungry!

9780624044918 Letsatsi le le monate thata ECD Ann Walton Tafelberg Publishing A very nice day - wordless book



9781869284664 Lindiwe, mogaka wa rona! FOU Michelle Schwartz New Africa Books

Tomas and Anneke came to stay at Makhulu's Bed and 

Breakfast. Everything was fine until Tomas lost his 

wallet. Lindiwe wanted to help find it, but everyome 

told her she was too young. They searched and couldn't 

find it. Lindiwe also searched… till she found the wallet. 

9781869287085
Louba mosimanyana wa motshameki 

wa kgwele ya dinao
FOU Sanodi Yombel Abiathar New Africa Books

Louba lives in a part of N'Djamena called Doumpa. Life 

there is not always easy, but he has his friends, his 

soccer and his dream…

9780521723084 Maselamose a ga Mme Mabena FOU Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

A picture-book based on mixing primary colours to 

make green, purple and orange, but transformed into 

Ndebele-style house-painting and the magic of art itself. 

Glorious colours and geometric shapes frame a story of 

helpfulness. The glowing pictures do full justice to the 

visual story.

9780620048903 Matlhoko, Matlhoko SEN R.M. Malope Molaphole Publishers CC Matlhoko, Matlhoko  is a Setswana novel. 

1868572714 Matsapa-tsapa a ga Mzingisi SEN Zanemvula S Zotwana Garamond Publishers

A true story about the author’s uncle and his struggles 

to obtain a better education and life style. Mzingisi was 

forced to leave school in Standard 6 and find work in 

the Johannesburg mines. The story tells of the 

indignities and exploitation suffered. The setting moves 

to Transkei and Cape Town where Mzingisi was later 

arrested. The moving drama ends sadly with his death in 

a shack fire. A youth novel suitable for junior high 

school.

9781485600886 Matshiamo, mme yo tlisang Tshiamo INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

The mother of a bride tells her daughter all there is to 

know about the duties of a wife and mother. When 

beautiful Nokulunga got married, her mother took her 

to one side and told her all she knew. She also gave her 

a special pot, saying: "This is our secret, use it wisely."

0947467149 Megolokwane SEN C.L.S. Thobega Atlas Publishers
Megolokwane  or "Praise the Hero" is a collection of 

Setswana folklore. 



9780521725453 Metshamekwane FOU Jolanta Durno Cambridge University Press

Verse text describes first a human picnic with masses of 

litter in the form (from beer and cigarettes). When they 

leave, monkeys try out the same habits of drinking and 

smoking and soon set fire to the forest. Fortunately, the 

monkeys have the sense to act as a group, put out the 

fire and not behave that way again.

9781869280604 Mmala wa Lerato FOU Ntombizanele Nkence New Africa Books

Life in the bush can be very lonely, Even for Leon, the 

proud young lion king, but he quickly learns that 

goodness and kidness can earn you a friend for life. 

9781485600862 Moditšhaba le Nakana ya Gagwe INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

In a land far, far away, a long time ago, a certain town 

was suddenly beset by a plague of mice. And all were 

scared of nothing and no one. These mice chased dogs 

and frightened cats and made them scuttle off, tails 

between their legs! The townspeople called a meeting. 

To the mayor, they said “ We elected you to help us 

solve our problems. Come on, then! Help us solve this 

problem before it is too late!” They did not pay him to 

grow fat and do nothing ... 

9781869287108 Modjadji, Kgosigadi ya Pula INT Donvé New Africa Books

Based on African legend, this title tells the story of 

Modjadji's arrival in drought-stricken Venda, where the 

young children have never seen rain. To everyone's 

delight, Modjadji uses her magical powers to produce 

rain. Soon the land turns green, and the people of 

Venda are healthy and happy again. 

9780521722452 Mokalobe yo o bidiwant Vusirala FOU Vuyokasi Matross Cambridge University Press

A fairytale giant threatens a village with his greed 

because every day he wants to eat twice as much which 

means twice the amount of food! It takes a clever small 

girl to work out the answer to save her community. The 

concepts of heavy and light are there, as well as plenty 

of doubling up. Fred Mouton supplies grandly humorous 

illustrations.

9781869280499
Mokgwa o kubu e latlhegetsweng ke 

boboa ba yona
INT Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Long, long ago, when Hippopotamus and Fire were 

friends, they would often play together. One day, Fire 

visited Hippopotamus at his home and Hippopotamus 

learnt a very valuable lesson about playing with fire. 

9780799405361 Mokwena SEN D.P. Moloto Nasou / Via Afrika 

Mokwena is the son of the chief and next in line to be 

chief. His life is a mess because of the evil doings of the 

people in his village.



9781485600848
Monna yo Megabaru le Letlapa le le 

Siameng
INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

In a land not so far away and not that long ago, 

Hlohlesakhe and his family lived happily, until a terrible 

drought came to the land. People went hungry and 

starved until they got so thin you could count the ribs of 

a grown man through his clothes. One day, while he was 

desperately looking for something to take home to feed 

his family, Hlohlesakhe wandered deep into the forest 

in search of roots and berries ...

9780624046738 Monwana Wa Bosupa SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

According to the title, as you point an accusing index 

finger at another person, your other three fingers are 

pointing back at yourself, while your thumb remains 

stuck up, pointing ominously towards the heavens. This 

refers to the fact that Grandfather Tau Mere blames 

everybody else for things that go wrong, while it is in 

fact he himself who is to blame and ends up being 

shamed.

9781869280932 Monyebo wa ga Peggy FOU Kaanitah Cassim New Africa Books

Peggy so much wants to be special and different to all 

the other mice in the playground, and it takes her a 

while to realise how special she really is. 

1868572048 Monyebo wa ga Sam ECD Ian Lusted Garamond Publishers

Sam is an African boy who has lost his smile. Ice cream, 

toys, clothes, even TV fail to cheer him up. So his 

parents give him a big hug. And Sam smiles! Such a 

simple story. Ideal for very small children. Ian Lusted’s 

clear, bold illustrations are similar to the style of Dick 

Bruna: simple outline on single colour backgrounds. A 

clear message that love is more important than 

belongings.

9781928365600 Monyenyo wa ga Sizwe FOU Vianne Venter Book Dash 
Today Sizwe learns that a smile is something you can 

give away without losing it. 

9781869281151 Moriti FOU Thembinkosi Kohli New Africa Books

What do you do when a big, scary stranger follows your 

every move? Where do you hide? Can you ever really 

get away from the frightening gaint?



9781485600909 Mosadi mo Ngweding INT Sindiwe Magona New Africa Books

Long ago, the people of Gwadana lived simple, but 

happy, lives. They had found the secret of happiness. 

Their lives were very, very orderly. No one broke the 

rules. There were no police and no jails in that village. 

There were rules for just about anything and everything 

you care to think of, and everybody knew those rules 

well. Yes, they knew the rules very, very well indeed and 

happily obeyed them all. Until one day ... 

1868571947 Mosese o Mohibidu FOU Dux van der Walt Garamond Publishers

Terry decides to try on her new Christmas dress. She is 

thirsty but the water bucket is empty. Now she has 

water, but her dress is dirty.

9781869287122 Nana le Seboko INT Ousmane Diarra New Africa Books

If you make fun of others, you will suffer for it one day! 

That’s what happened to Nana when she met the 

enormous caterpillar. But when the caterpillar changes 

into a beautiful butterfly, Nana learns that she too can 

change. Suitable from ages 5 to 8 years. 

9780624039303 Njeng manong fa ke sule! SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

Njeng manong fa ke sule!  Or "Devour me, vultures, 

when I'm dead" is a Setwana novel for senior phase. 

9780947467159 Nko ga e dupe SEN T.D. Molosiwa Via Afrika 

Nko ga e dupe  or "The nose knows no boundaries" is a 

Setswana short stories publication. It consist of eight 

short stories. 

9780624043423 Ntshware Ka Letsogo SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

Ntshware Ka Letsogo  or "Hold me by the hand" and 

tells the story of a blind youth, whose mother has died 

and is taken in by his aunt. 



9781919755281 Ntwa kgolo ke ya molomo SEN Stimela

Ntwa kgolo ke ya molomo  was part of an operation 

upgrade workshop project where the contents of this 

reader was developed and eventually compiled into a 

reader. This reader is recommended for ABET level 1. 

9781869280437 Oh! Le Ah! INT Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Once, a very old king needed a successor to his throne, 

so he set his people a puzzling task - to bring him an 

"oh!" and an "ah!". A clever young fellow settled in the 

kingdom, and he knew just where to find an "oh!" and 

an "ah!".

9780798673648 Omphile umphi modise SEN D.P.S. Monyaise Kagiso Publishers
MML Literature Series Omphile Umphi Modise  Grade 12 

Novel and Study Notes.

9780521725835 Pina ya ga Lizo FOU Christopher Hodson Cambridge University Press

The setting is the annual Minstrels Carnival. Lizo loves to 

sing – “I love to sing – nearly everything!” Sometimes he 

is praised, sometimes chased away. Then he joins one of 

the bands and (naturally) wins a prize. Happy bouncing 

colour pictures of Cape Town’s great fun day.

9780521724692 Pitse yo o bosula FOU Janine Corneilse Cambridge University Press

Simphiwe is a boy who summons the magical help of 

other animals to rescue the Bird of Peace. The ugly 

monster is not so terrible after all when bravery is there 

to solve the situation!

9780521724456 Potsane e e latlhegileng FOU Amanda Jesperson Cambridge University Press

A goat is not the best animal to have in the house. 

Xolani tries to find a home for what appears to be a lost 

goat. Plenty of amusing disturbance before the right 

home is found. Clear, cheerful artwork

9780799404975 Rammone wa kgalagadi SEN M.O.M. Seboni Nasou / Via Afrika 
Rammone wa kgalagadi or "Rammone of the Kgalagadi 

tribe" is a Setswana novel. 



9781869280826 Rre Kgopa FOU Xolisa Guzula New Africa Books

Rabbit and Father Snail are alone at home. What will 

the two of them get up to before Mama Sele returns 

from work? 

9781869143039 Semaka sa Dinaane INT Gcina Mhlophe
University of KwaZulu-

Natal Press 

Stories with magic inspire us to believe in hope and 

dreams. How will anyone recognize 'real life' miracles if 

they have not learned about magic from stories? Our 

Story Magic is a collection of enchanting and compelling 

African folklore tales written for children. Read and 

share these stories with the love that went into the 

writing of them. Some of the magical titles in this 

collection include: Sun and the Moon, Queen of the 

Tortoises, Moonlight Magic, Dad Is Eating Ashes, The 

Singing Dog, Jojelas Wooden Spoon, and Sunset Colors. 

9781920629755 Sephiri sa ga nkoko Ruby FOU Chris van Wyk Pan Macmillan

A picture book story brimming over with South Africa. It 

comes from Chris van Wyk’s much longer book Shirley, 

Goodness and Mercy and it concerns that time of his 

boyhood when his Ouma Ruby took him to a bookshop 

in Johannesburg. Read the book to reveal the secret – 

and rejoice at the accurate detail and sympathetic 

characterisation in the illustrations.

9781869287047 Siteronela INT Carl de Souza New Africa Books

Citronella is a little girl who cannot hear, and for whom 

no-one can find a cure. Her family decides to send her 

to Grandpa Tambala, who takes her far, far away to a 

place where you don't only hear with your ears.

9781431402144 Thando Rocker FOU Dorothy Kowen Jacana

A story with verse text about a soccer ball. Thando’s ball 

is eventually chosen to be the match ball at Cape Town 

Stadium. Lilt and jingle in the wording, but not much of 

a story.

9780521722988 Tšhisi! Tšhisi e e monate! FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

Mice quarrel over delicious cheese – but they are not 

the only ones interested. The story involves dividing, 

counting and the passage of time. Together with a fun 

story and lively pictures.



9781776252954 Nna yo o kgethegileng FOU Tshwanelo Serumola Pan Macmillan

I am a CURIOUS brown boy, I explore the world 
around me. I am an ACCEPTING brown boy, I respect 
people who are different from me. Remarkable me is 
an empowering book of positive affirmations for 
brown boys. This book teaches boys to embrace and 
celebrate their unique talents and interests, while 
encouraging them to dream big and to be creative.

9781776251230 Ke Bopegile Sentle FOU Tshwanelo Serumola Pan Macmillan

Empowering and inspiring, Wonderfully Made is a book 

of positive affirmations for brown girls of all shades, 

sizes and shapes. This book teaches girls to not only 

embrace, but to truly celebrate their unique appearance 

and talents while encouraging them to dream big and to 

be creative.

9781485642688 Toro ya ga Rosina INT Lorato Trok  New Africa Books 

Rosina Sedibane Modiba - an athlete who achieved 

superstar status, whose story has not been told for 

more than forty years.

9781431435005 Mosetsana yo mosetlhana INT Wendy Hartmann Jacana

Join Ouma Katrina Esau on her inspiring journey and 

discover the power of language and the importance of 

never giving up on your dreams.

9781431436613 Nka dirang? FOU Carole Bloch Jacana

Papa and Mama live with their five children in a 

crowded little house. When Gogo and Mkhulu come to 

stay, things get very chaotic and noisy. Desperate for 

peace, Papa climbs the hill to visit Wise Wazini, hoping 

she'll know what to do. But Wize Wazini's advice only 

makes things noisier, wilder and even smelly! What will 

they do to bring calm back to the family?



9781431436729 Pelo ya serurubele FOU Lalu Mokuku Jacana

Mosa and Neo are best friends who love playing kgati. 

Their hearts beat to the rhythm of the skipping rope, 

Lub-Dub, Lub-Dub. But when one of them falls ill, the 

game changes and the other is left to face a quiet kind 

of sadness. Butterfly Heart opens a gentle, thoughtful 

path for children and adults to talk about death and 

grief. This tender story reminds us that een in the midst 

of sorrow, we can find comfort in one another and in 

the memories and stories that stay with us.

9781431436798 Mpho ya ga Milani FOU Lebo Mazibuko Jacana

Every morning, Milani sings with the rooster, the birds 

and the clucking hens in the father's chicken coop. when 

it's time for Milani to sing at school, stage fright takes 

over and she runds away in tears. Will Milani ever find 

the courage to sing out loud? Join Milani on a journey of 

bravery, finding your voice and learning that joy comes 

from sharing your gifts with others.


