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9780620345460
11 South African Folk Tales Official 

Languages
INT

Aré Van Schalkwyk, 

Reuben Matemane
Zytek Publishing (Pty) Ltd

11 newly-written South African folk tales, each 

representing the vernacular of one of our 11 official 

languages and accompanied by an English 

translation, celebrate our 11 years of democracy and 

cultural diversity as a nation. 

9780798215404 Bibele ya bana INT Pat Alexander Bible Society

All the significant stories of the Old and New 

Testaments from Genesis to the book of Acts are 

retold in clear, simple language which children 

understand. The stories may be read as individual 

stories, yet they form a continuous narrative which 

closely follows the 'one story' of God and God's 

people contained in the whole Bible. The Lion 

Children's Bible is also available in a gift edition and 

in paperback. Translated into 38 languages, this is 

the top children's Bible for both home and school.

1868572587
Brenda o na le kgodumodumo mading a 

hae
FOU Hijltje Vink Garamond Publishers

This a story about Brenda, a three year old ordinary 

girl with HIV. It is a true story that is written down by 

her foster mother. There is one thing that is not so 

ordinary about Brenda, there is a little dragon in her 

blood. The dragon is called HIV and has to remain 

sleeping. 

1919903216 Dintho tseo Jesu a di entseng FOU Stephanie Jeffs Barnabas

One of a series of four child-friendly, small format 

books illustrated with attractive, busy pictures, this 

title features nine of the special things Jesus did. 

Stories include: The wedding at Cana, Jesus calms a 

storm, and Jesus rode a donkey. Young readers are 

asked one question per picture to encourage them 

to pick out facts from each story, either about the 

background to the Bible (for example, "Can you see 

all the things Jesus' friends have thrown 

overboard?") or key pieces of information ("Can you 

find the six water pots?"). 

9781869142971 Dipale tsa Afrika INT Gcina Mhlope UKZN Press

This folklore story collection offers a feast of 

enjoyment for young South African readers. Ten 

enchanting tales, steeped in the imaginative richness 

of African storytelling: Where did the first stories in 

the world come from? How did little Tortoise win 

the respect of all the other animals? Who was 

Nanana Bo Sele Sele and what happened when she 

built her house in the middle of the animals' road? 

Why was young Crocodile so determined to get hold 

of Monkey's heart? ...



9780624034193 Dipale tsa ka borwa ho letsatsi INT Tafelberg Publishers

Twenty-eight stories – by our most distinguished 

children’s writers as well as talented newcomers – 

reflecting the multi-faceted Southern African 

society. The vivid full-colour illustrations present an 

exciting collection of art by eleven South African 

artists, including Mel Todd, Nikki Jones, Joan Rankin, 

Cora Coetzee, Ann Walton and Zwelethu Mthethwa. 

The cover design is by Zwelethu Mthethwa, whose 

work has become internationally known and 

respected since the first edition of the book in 1993. 

9781431423545 Dipale tsa Kgalahadi INT Hanneke du Preez Jacana

Kgalagadi (Pronounced Ga’laga’di) is the Tswana 

name for the wilderness, which falls within the 

borders of South Africa, Botswana, and Namibia. It is 

the hunting ground of the nomadic Bushmen and 

the home of the several Tswana tribes who call 

themselves Bakgalagadi (people of the wilderness). 

The author collected the stories during her years as a 

safari guide in Botswana. In retelling these stories of 

the Bushmen the author has retained, as far as 

possible, the essence of the original. 

1919903232 Dipale tseo Jesus a di phetileng FOU Stephanie Jeffs Barnabas

Children will love learning about Jesus and the 

gospels through these charming stories. The First 

Find Out About Book series introduces the parables 

and lessons of the New Testament in four easy-to-

read booklets -- Baby Jesus; People Jesus Met; 

Stories Jesus Told; and Things Jesus Did.

9780624055211 Fofu, ntsu, fofu! INT Christopher Gregorowski Tafelberg Publishers

Fly, Eagle, Fly! is a stirring tale of hope, written by by 

Christopher Gregorowski for his dying child. The 

basic parable tells of an African farmer who finds an 

abandoned eagle chick and takes it back to his farm. 

As the young eagle grows up among the chickens, it 

imagines that it is a chicken. A friend of the farmer 

notices the now grown eagle and tries to persuade 

the bird to fly, but fails twice. For third attempt, the 

friend persuades the farmer to carry the bird to the 

top of a mountain in the darkness of night. As th 

dawn rises, the eagle spreads its great wings, 

launches itself forward, and flies ... 



9780521724364 Hi…hi…hia! ECD Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge

Baby has hiccups. All sorts of remedies are tried 

(shown in suitably enjoyable pictures) without 

anything being successful until Papa makes Baby 

laugh by whirling him round in the air. Baby stops his 

hiccups: but then Papa starts!

9781770099722 Ho fofa ha khaete INT William Gumede Jacana

This richly illustrated book tells the story of how 

Andile and his father make a beautiful kite. While 

flying the kite, its string breaks releasing the kite and 

taking readers on an epic journey across Africa. 

From the thundering Victoria Falls and the snow 

tops of Kilimanjaro, to the Sahara deserts and 

ancient Egyptian Pyramids, follow the kite’s flight 

over some of the great landmarks of Africa!

9780624042693 Jamela o Kae? INT Niki Daly Tafelberg Publishers

Mama and Gogo are tremendously excited about the 

new house they are moving to, but Jamela likes 

where they are and doesn’t want to go. She starts 

putting her books and school things into a box, but 

eventually gives up, packs herself away and goes off 

to sleep. And just when the big truck is about to 

drive off, Mama suddenly shouts, “Wait, wait! 

Where’s Jamela?”

9781919876795
Ka moo kubu e lahlehetweng ke boya ba 

yona
INT Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Long, long ago, when Hippopotamus and Fire were 

friends, they would often play together. One day, 

Fire visited Hippopotamus at his home and 

Hippopotamus learnt a very valuable lesson about 

playing with fire. 

9781485623991 Kajeno, re jala morena INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Nyaniso hates Sunday School. He knows all the Bible 

stories the Sunday School teacher tells them. He 

heard those stories long before he was big enough 

to go to Sunday School. Heard them from Makhulu, 

and many more stories besides. He has attended 

Sunday School for many, many years and heard 

those stories over and over again. He used to like 

them. Used to like going to Sunday School, too. Then 

Lunga came. 

186873014X Kgetho ya modimo INT Tina Fitzgerald Eulitz

Simply retold stories from Old and New Testament 

in small size, landscape layout. Clear text on the left, 

colour picture on the right.



9781770092808 Kgomo e ntle ya Nguni INT Maryanne Bester Jacana

The first of several picture books featuring Nguni 

cattle. This has simple text which is about variations 

of colours and patterns on cattle rather than a story. 

Fascinating, all the same with plenty of detail to 

explore in the large colour pictures. Star cattle. Or, 

as you might say, real cool cattle!

1868571181 Kgomo e Tala INT Nanette van Rooyen Garamond Publishers

It's Tami's birthday and he decides to take the green 

cow along with him to school…but green cow 

doesn’t listen to Tami. Lets see what happens…

9781431406500 Kgosana ya Thabileng INT Oscar Wilde Jacana

From his high pedestal, the Happy Prince, a 

magnificent golden statue, can see all the misery of 

the city below him. He begs a little Swallow to pluck 

off his treasure and share it amongst the poor. 

When the Happy Prince asks his new friend to stay 

and help him, the Swallow receives a lesson in 

kindness and caring.

9781920377038 Leqhama SEN Peter Slingsby Baardskeerder

Set in the Cederberg mountains where, in a time-

jump, a group of modern children find themselves 

alongside a clan of /Xam people (part of those often 

called Bushmen or San). They experience the 

simplicity of living in harmony with the natural 

world, as well as learning much about the 

significance of rock art. The reader is joined to the 

past by storytelling. 

1868572706 Matshwenyeho a Mzingisi SEN Zanemvula S. Zotwana Garamond Publishers

A true story about the author’s uncle and his 

struggles to obtain a better education and life style. 

Mzingisi was forced to leave school in Standard 6 

and find work in the Johannesburg mines. The story 

tells of the indignities and exploitation suffered. The 

setting moves to Transkei and Cape Town where 

Mzingisi was later arrested. The moving drama ends 

sadly with his death in a shack fire. A youth novel 

suitable for junior high school.

9781770092907 Metswalle e meraro le tekesi FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

A large-paged, picture-book about three animals in 

bright modern clothes catching a taxi to town. A 

bumpy journey past plenty of African scenery. They 

pay different fares and that is why these animals 

have different attitudes towards taxis. Or so the 

story tells!



9781431406517 Modisana INT Niki Daly Jacana

Malusi is a herd boy who tends to his grandfather’s 

sheep and goats among the mountains of the 

Transkei. High above, eagles fly while on the ground 

below, beetles crawl, termites scurry and dust flies 

as Malusi plays games of stick-fighting with his 

friend. But there’s danger too…

Can Malusi save his lambs from the hungry baboon 

who’s stalking the flock?

9781431423699 Mohlolo wa Handa ECD Eileen Browne Jacana

Handa puts seven delicious fruits in a basket to take 

to her friend, Akeyo. But as she walks, carrying the 

basket on her head, various creatures steal her 

fruits. Handa walks on, wondering which of the fruits 

her friend will like best, oblivious to the fact that her 

basket is now empty. But then, behind her, a goat 

charges into a tangerine tree and fills Handa's basket 

with the fruit. "Hello, Akeyo," she greets her friend. 

"I've brought you a surprise." But when she lifts off 

her basket, it's Handa who gets the biggest surprise. 

Akeyo, meanwhile, is delighted, because tangerines 

are her favourite fruit!

9780521528382 Mohlolo wa Mme Mabena FOU Derek Gowlett Cambridge

A picture-book based on mixing primary colours to 

make green, purple and orange, but transformed 

into Ndebele-style house-painting and the magic of 

art itself. Glorious colours and geometric shapes 

frame a story of helpfulness. The glowing pictures do 

full justice to the visual story.

9781928377726 Mokgotsi wa rona ke mang? ECD Gerhard van Wyk Book Dash
Rhino, Crocodile, Giraffe and Zebra all have an 

unlikely friend. Can you guess who he is?

9781431421428 Morena ke mang? INT Beverley Naidoo Jacana

All kinds of animals feature in these ten sparkling 

stories from all over Africa, by an award-winning 

author and illustrator. Find out what happens to Lion 

when he challenges Elephant and discovers who is 

the real king of the savannah; laugh along with 

Tortoise as he bewitches the animals in Tiger’s work-

party with his irresistible music; find out why Hippo 

has no hair, how Elephant got his trunk, and why 

Cockerel crows. Then read about the woman who 

had a mouse-child! 



9780627023934 Morena wa lefatshe INT J.M. Opperman JL van Schaik Publishers Various Bible stories

1868433838 Mpho  INT Michael Emberley Anansi Publishers

9781920271152
Nelson Mandela leeto le lelelele le isang 

tokolohong
INT Chris van Wyk

Macmillan Children's 

Books

Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) is a true hero of our 

times, loved and admired across the globe. This 

children's book tells the story of his life, from his 

carefree days as an ordinary village boy to his 

unflinching leadership of the ANC, the long years in 

prison under the apartheid regime and his eventual 

freedom, ending with his extraordinary elevation to 

President of South Africa in 1994.

9781919876740 O! le A! INT Jean Mbonyi New Africa Books

Once, a very old king needed a successor to his 

throne, so he set his people a puzzling task - to bring 

him an "oh!" and an "ah!". A clever young fellow 

settled in the kingdom, and he knew just where to 

find an "oh!" and an "ah!".

9781869143008 Pale tsa rona tsa malepa INT Gcina Mhlope UKZN Press

Stories with magic inspire us to believe in hope and 

dreams. How will anyone recognize 'real life' 

miracles if they have not learned about magic from 

stories? Our Story Magic is a collection of enchanting 

and compelling African folklore tales written for 

children. Read and share these stories with the love 

that went into the writing of them. Some of the 

magical titles in this collection include: Sun and the 

Moon, Queen of the Tortoises, Moonlight Magic, 

Dad Is Eating Ashes, The Singing Dog, Jojelas 

Wooden Spoon, and Sunset Colors. 

9781928442646 Pososelo ya Sizwe FOU Vianne Venter Book Dash
Today Sizwe learns that a smile is something you can 

give away without losing it. 



9780854940783 Senkatana SEN S.M. Mofokeng Macmillan

9780799406252 Taelo ya mofu SEN R.J.R. Masiea Via Afrika

Taelo ya mofu (The command of the dead person) is 

a Southern Sotho drama.  A well illustrated drama 

book that uses vocabulary, idioms and proverbs to 

entertain the reader.

9781920607883 Tau e ithuta ho rora INT Gcina Mhlope PUO Publishing

King Lion used to have a very soft voice. He didn’t 

sound like a powerful king of the beasts at all. The 

other animals had no warning of danger when he 

was out hunting. A big meeting was called to try and 

solve this problem. The animals made various 

suggestions but none were acceptable. Then 

Nogwaja, the crafty Hare, came up with a clever 

idea. And this is how it came about that today Lion 

has the mighty roar that befits the king of the 

beasts!

1868570665 Thabo le ditlou tse tantshang INT Rene Deetlefs Garamond Publishers

A folktale of a happy family in traditional Africa. 

Tabu is a child who is taken away to watch the 

elephants dance, though his father goes wild with 

worry. Of course, a happy ending for a most 

pleasantly illustrated story

1875060898 Tshepiso ya mookodi FOU Tina Fitzgerald Eulitz

Simply retold stories from Old and New Testament 

in small size, landscape layout. Clear text on the left, 

colour picture on the right.

9780627023545 Tshwara thebe ka mallela SEN M.B. Tsolo J.L. van Schaik



9781431431434 Shudu o Sibolla Boikgetho ba hae INT Shudufhadzo Musida Jacana

In this courageous and beautiful book, Miss South 

Africa, Shudufhadzo Musida, tells the story of her 

upbringing; of a delightful and outgoing girl in Ha-

Vhangani, a small Venda village. She is surrounded 

by a loving extended family. However, things for 

Shudu take a turn for the worse when she moves to 

Mpumalanga to live with her mom. At her new 

school, Shudu is bullied by her classmates. Read how 

Shudu overcomes her sadness and her challenges, 

and grows into a girl, and then an adult, who has 

learned to love herself!

9781431431885
Imbokodo: Basadi ba re bopang. La dibini 

bangodi le dinono tse kgtothatsang
INT

Athambile Masola and 

Xolisa Guzula 
Jacana Media 

You will read about poets, singers, painters and 

writers who used their creative talents to express 

themselves. These are women who shape our 

worlds with art, culture and literature.

9781431431823
Imbokodo: Basadi ba re bopang. La basibolli 

dingaka le barutisi ba ratang tsebo 
INT

Athambile Masola and 

Xolisa Guzula 
Jacana Media 

You will read about the women who shape our 

world through education, science and maths. You 

will read about women who became teachers, 

nurses, social workers, scientists and community 

workers, overcame obstacles and through their work 

fought for social change.

9781431431762

Imbokodo: Basadi ba re bopang. La 

baetapele balwanedi, le bopulamadiboho 

ba qatsohileng 

INT
Athambile Masola and 

Xolisa Guzula 
Jacana Media 

Meet the women who fought against colonialism 

and oppression. Here are the stories of women 

heroes through history, whose stories are connected 

because of a shared passion for equality and justice. 

9781485641902 Setulo sa Mabidi sa Bontle se Setjha FOU Gomolemo Moagi New Africa Books 

Bontle is a beautiful girl with eyes as big as marbles 

and as sparkly as stars. Bontle loves going to school, 

but there is one thing Bontle needs that the other 

children don't. 



9781776252732 Pina ya Zandi FOU Zandile Ndhlovu Pan Macmillan

The seas are alive, the waters are alive. From the 

smallest fish to the biggest whale. It is all alive. It is 

all alive. Zandi dreams of the big blue ocean and 

bright colourful fish even though she lives far away 

from the sea and hasn’t learnt to swim. One day the 

sea gives her a gift that changes everything. Zandi 

goes on an adventure full of amazing discoveries but 

something is threatening this magical world … is the 

key to protecting it buried in stories from the past? 

An empowering and inspiring story about our 

connection to the natural world, following your 

dreams, and caring for the environment.

9781431434237 Montantshi wa Monyaka FOU Gregory Maqoma Jacana

Gregory isn’t keen on soccer, but he loves to dance 

and jive and feel the energy and rhythm in the music 

that is all around him. Dancing brings him joy – and 

an adventure more dazzling than he could ever have 

dreamed.

9781431436620 Re ka etsa eng? FOU Carole Bloch Jacana

Papa and Mama live with their five children in a 

crowded little house. When Gogo and Mkhulu come 

to stay, things get very chaotic and noisy. Desperate 

for peace, Papa climbs the hill to visit Wise Wazini, 

hoping she'll know what to do. But Wize Wazini's 

advice only makes things noisier, wilder and even 

smelly! What will they do to bring calm back to the 

family?

9781431436743 Pelo ya Serurubele FOU Lalu Mokuku Jacana

Mosa and Neo are best friends who love playing 

kgati. Their hearts beat to the rhythm of the skipping 

rope, Lub-Dub, Lub-Dub. But when one of them falls 

ill, the game changes and the other is left to face a 

quiet kind of sadness. Butterfly Heart opens a gentle, 

thoughtful path for children and adults to talk about 

death and grief. This tender story reminds us that 

een in the midst of sorrow, we can find comfort in 

one another and in the memories and stories that 

stay with us.



9781431436811 Mpho ya Milani FOU Lebo Mazibuko Jacana

Every morning, Milani sings with the rooster, the 

birds and the clucking hens in the father's chicken 

coop. when it's time for Milani to sing at school, 

stage fright takes over and she runds away in tears. 

Will Milani ever find the courage to sing out loud? 

Join Milani on a journey of bravery, finding your 

voice and learning that joy comes from sharing your 

gifts with others.

9781431430123 Rasaense ya Lebetsweng INT Saul Sithole Jacana

Unrecognised, ignored and forgotten. The Forgotten 

Scientist: The Story of Saul Sithole is the untold story 

of a pioneering black scientist who made a great 

contribution to the fields of anthropology and 

ornithology in South Africa. Saul Sithole was so 

committed to his craft that even the weight of 

apartheid did not stop him from giving 62 years of 

his life to the scientific world of birds and fossils.


