
Code Title Category Phase Author Publisher Decription Picture

9781868403417 La bo phamola! Setswana ABET Batseba Poo New Readers Publishers 

Tladi dreams of going to the seaside. Eventually he and 

his friend Pule get to go to Durban. Tladi has swimming 

experience, but he is unprepared for the waves!

9781928365037 Boa, Katse! Setswana FOU Nicola Rijsdijk Book Dash A delightful tale about an independent cat.

9781928365648 Khudu e bona ntlo ya yone Setswana FOU Maya Fowler Book Dash 

Tortoise sets off in search of his house. Along the way, 

he meets new friends to help him. But the sky is 

darkening, and lightning flashes in the distance. Will 

Tortoise find his house in time?

9781928365600 Monyenyo wa ga Sizwe Setswana FOU Vianne Venter Book Dash 
Today Sizwe learns that a smile is something you can 

give away without losing it. 

9780869860526 Diane Le Maele a Setswana Setswana SEN M.O.M. Seboni Lovedale Press 
This novel is part of the South African Classics Project 

reprinted in 2008 by the Dept. of Arts and Culture. 

9780624039303 Njeng manong fa ke sule! Setswana SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

Njeng manong fa ke sule! Or "Devour me, vultures, 

when I'm dead" is a Setwana novel for senior phase. 



9781920148133 Mojalefa Setswana SEN Tumelo Moloi Bard Publisher Mojalefa is a Setwana drama written in a play format. 

9780799405361 Mokwena Setswana SEN D.P. Moloto Nasou / Via Afrika 

Mokwena is the son of the chief and next in line to be 

chief. His life is a mess because of the evil doings of the 

people in his village.

9781919755281 Ntwa kgolo ke ya molomo Setswana ABET Stimela

Ntwa kgolo ke ya molomo was part of an operation 

upgrade workshop project where the contents of this 

reader was developed and eventually compiled into a 

reader. This reader is recommended for ABET level 1. 

9780636121157 Ke molato wa ga mang? Setswana SEN Sello Samuel Mokua Maskew Miller Longman

Nyasha moves to Harare for work and finds himself a 

girlfriend. However, he has an affair and this tears his 

relationship apart. His girlfriend goes to South Africa 

with their twins. In South Africa the twins get separated 

from their mother, resulting in a chaotic situation where 

ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ²ƘƻǎŜ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚΩ

9780799400076 Boka Sentle Setswana SEN
M.O.M. Seboni and E.P. 

Lekhela
Nasou / Via Afrika Boka Sentle is a praise-poems book in Setswana.

9781919755557 Thlapi tsholofela lorago metsi a tshele o a lebile. Setswana ABET T. Moyo and N. Gidigidi Stimela

Thlapi tsholofela lorago metsi a tshele o a lebile or "Who 

can you trust these days?" Is an ABET Setswana reader 

for level 1.



9780799405514 Tswina Setswana SEN
J.M. Ntsime and L.M. 

Taunyane 
Nasou / Via Afrika 

Tswina or "honeycomb" is a collection of poems in 

Setswana. 

9780620048903 Matlhoko, Matlhoko Setswana SEN R.M. Malope Molaphole Publishers CC Matlhoko, Matlhoko is a Setswana novel. 

9780947467159 Nko ga e dupe Setswana SEN T.D. Molosiwa Nasou / Via Afrika 

Nko ga e dupe or "The nose knows no boundaries" is a 

Setswana short stories publication. It consist of eight 

short stories. 

9780799404791 Bonno-Botlwaelo Setswana SEN L.D. Matshego Nasou / Via Afrika Bonno-Botlwaelo is a Setswana novel. 

0627022472 Bagologolo ba re! Setswana SEN Van Schaik Publishers

A collection of Setswana proverbs presented with their 

explanations. English and Afrikaans translations and 

their explanations are also given. The Botswana of yester-

year expressed great wisdom by means of proverbs. This 

tradition has gone but they have left us a precious 

heritage. These proverbs are grouped under the 

following headings: community and family life; 

leadership and teamwork; youth; behavioural guide; 

hospitality and nourishment; motivation; and situations 

and human nature.



9781868403400 Ke nyala mang? Setswana ABET Sello Motete New Readers Publishers 

A man struggles to choose between two women, he 

decides to take the matter to his family but things 

become complicated. This is an ABET level 1 novel for 

adults. 

9780624056300 Mmudubudu Setswana SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

An unlikely friendship exists between two high school 

boys in Rustenburg: Rapula and Attie. They are in Matric 

and dream of becoming professional sportsmen in rugby 

and soccer. The events take place while the FIFA World 

Cup is held in South Africa and the narrative covers a 

number of social aspects in South Africa: disrupted 

families, discrepancy between rich and poor, 

tolerance/intolerance in mixed communities, and the 

effects of unemployment.

9780798673648 Omphile umphi modise Setswana SEN D.P.S. Monyaise Kagiso Publishers
MML Literature Series Omphile Umphi Modise Grade 12 

Novel and Study Notes.

9781415408476 Bogosi Kupe Setswana SEN D.P.S. Monyaise Van Schaik Publishers Bogosi Kupe is a Grade 12 Setswana novel. 

9780947467166 Di sa kopaneng ke dithaba Setswana SEN A.N. Damaneyt Atlas Publishers
Di sa kopaneng ke dithaba or "Only the mountains will 

never meet" is a Setswana novel.

9780624043423 Ntshware Ka Letsogo Setswana SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

Ntshware Ka Letsogo or "Hold me by the hand" and tells 

the story of a blind youth, whose mother has died and is 

taken in by his aunt. 



9780624046738 Monwana Wa Bosupa Setswana SEN kabelo Duncan Kgatea Tafelberg Publishing 

According to the title, as you point an accusing index 

finger at another person, your other three fingers are 

pointing back at yourself, while your thumb remains 

stuck up, pointing ominously towards the heavens. This 

refers to the fact that Grandfather Tau Mere blames 

everybody else for things that go wrong, while it is in 

fact he himself who is to blame and ends up being 

shamed.

9780947467142 Megolokwane Setswana SEN C.L.S. Thobega Atlas Publishers
Megolokwane or "Praise the Hero" is a collection of 

Setswana folklore. 

9780799404975 Rammone wa kgalagadi Setswana SEN M.O.M. Seboni Nasou / Via Afrika 
Rammone wa kgalagadi or "Rammone of the Kgalagadi 

tribe" is a Setswana novel. 

9781770099395 Kokwanyana e Khibidu Setswana INT Margie Orford Jacana

Little Red Hen is feeling peckish and decides to make 

bread. She makes a list of what she needs and sets out 

into the sunny morning. She asks her friends for help but 

they all say no! Will she have to do everything by 

herself?

1868571947 Mosese o Mohibidu Setswana FOU Dux van der Walt Garamond Publishers

Terry decides to try on her new Christmas dress. She is 

thirsty but the water bucket is empty. Now she has 

water, but her dress is dirty.

9781431402144 Thando Rocker Setswana INT Dorothy Kowen Jacana

! ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊǎŜ ǘŜȄǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ōŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŀƴŘƻΩǎ ōŀƭƭ 

is eventually chosen to be the match ball at Cape Town 

Stadium. Lilt and jingle in the wording, but not much of a 

story.



9780636066564 Mpho ya ga Thandeka Setswana ECD Fathima Dada Maskew Miller Longman

Thandeka and her granny set off on a long journey from 

the countryside near Umtata to the busy streets of Cape 

Town. Thandeka is taking a gift for a very special person. 

This story without words includes vocabulary and 

pictures in the margins.

9781869285982 Go gopola Mme Setswana FOU Carole Bloch New Africa Books

{ƛǘƘŜƳōƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜƳōŀΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴƛǎǎ 

her very much. But although they are sad, they come to 

realise that they are cared for and are not alone. Their 

father, their grandmother and their teacher all take care 

of them through each day. And often, they find that 

there are many special ways to remember Mommy. 

9781920271381 Thamo e e lehuto ya ga thutlwa Setswana FOU Michaël Escoffier Pan Macmillan

A charmingly simple animal tale with large pictures in a 

style that is modern and fun rather than strictly accurate 

to African wildlife. Giraffe has a knot in her throat. The 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 

help. It is Elephant who devises a TickleTickle cure! What 

child could resist such an idea?

9780636055421 Dinaka fela Setswana FOU Fathima Dada Maskew Miller Longman

An animal fantasy about a party planned for only those 

animals with horns. Zebra and Monkey want to join in 

the fun so they make themselves horns out of twigs and 

leaves. All goes well until the horns fall off. But by then, 

the other animals wonder why their party should be so 

exclusive. Most enjoyable pictures.

186857282X Snuffy le molelo Setswana ECD Dick Bruna Garamond Publishers

Snuffie is a little brown puppy who smells smoke and 

summons the fire brigade. A happy story with very 

simple text alongside clear pictures on a single colour 

background.

0620116455/            

Setswana

Mondi le matlhare a disa ya 

maselamose
Setswana INT Karen Press Room to Read

One day there was a little boy named Mondi, who lived 

in Nyanga, at the foot of the majestic Table Mountain. 

One night he met the custodian of the Mountain Secrets 

who gave him three magic disa leaves. With that he has 

three wishes. He has to choose how to use it. He can 

bring sadness into his life by using them foolishly, or he 

can use them wisely and plant the seeds of goodness 

and wisdom. What is he going to choose?



9781770095076 Borukgwe ja Boleele Setswana FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

Intriguingly, the main characters of this picture 

storybook are Nguni cattle. The engaging story features 

a Platteland wedding with everyone too busy to help, 

though the love and the happiness is really there, after 

all. Thoroughly South African, with lively storytelling and 

gorgeous, vivacious cattle-family pictures.

9781770096141 Mmidi le Dinawa Setswana FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

A cattle-peopled picture book showing mealies and 

beans being grown and made into delicious soup. A 

quiet lesson in cooperation and how things grow. Lightly 

enjoyable, with a recipe at the end. Lively illustrations.

9781920162160
Tsela e e motsopodia ya go ya gae ya 

ga Lulama
Setswana FOU Marjorie van Heerden Pan Macmillan

Lulama is an African girl scooped up by a short-sighted 

eagle. When she kicks and screams, he lets go and she 

falls on to a giraffe, meets some baboons, escapes from 

ŀ ǇȅǘƘƻƴΣ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ŀ ƭƛƻƴ ς ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƘŜǊ 

safely home. Large, colourful, lively pictures.

9780799338027 Maletsana e e meralo Setswana INT Wendy Maartens Lapa Publishers

Benjamin wishes he could play violin like Uncle Adam. 

While Uncle Adam played, he laughed softly out of pure 

fun. And then he says, "Benjamin, your day will come. 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜΧ έ

9781920016319 Letsatsi la ga Bongani Setswana INT Gis͕ ƭŜ ²ǳƭŦǎƻƘƴPan Macmillan

Colour photos of a day in the life of Bongani, a seven-

year-old boy who lives in Westdene, Johannesburg. 

Home, school, friends, food. This is modern reality. 

Africa now!

9781920271282 E Nole! Setswana INT Mina Javaherbin Pan Macmillan

In a dusty township in South Africa, Ajani and his friends 

have earned a brand-new, federation-size soccer 

ball. They kick. They dribble. They run. They score. These 

clever boys are football champions! But when a crew of 

bullies tries to steal their ball, will Ajani and his friends 

be able to beat them at their own game?



9780624035541
Letsatsi le Nkoko a ileng ditlhophong 

ka lona
Setswana INT Elinor Batezat Sisulu Tafelberg Publishing 

When Thembi's parents announce that black South 

Africans will be allowed to vote for the first time on 27 

April 1994, Thembi's 100-year-old Gogo, who hasn't left 

the house for years, says she will go out and cast her 

vote - and she insists on taking Thembi along! 

9781431406524 Modisa Setswana INT Niki Daly Jacana

aŀƭǳǎƛ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŜǊŘ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ ǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

sheep and goats among the mountains of the Transkei. 

High above, eagles fly while on the ground below, 

beetles crawl, termites scurry and dust flies as Malusi 

Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘƛŎƪπŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻƻΧ

Can Malusi save his lambs from the hungry baboon 

ǿƘƻΩǎ ǎǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻŎƪΚ

9781920016906
Little Lucky Lolo le phadisano ya Cola 

Cup
Setswana FOU Adrian Varkel Pan Macmillan

Little Lucky Lolo was the smallest boy at school. He 

loved to read, listen to music, and to dance. But most of 

all Little Lucky Lolo loved playing sport, and especially 

soccer. Little Lucky Lolo dreamed that one day he would 

play for his school team in the big Cola Cup Competition. 

Finally, Little Lucky Lolo got his chance. But can the 

smallest boy in school help win the township's biggest 

competition?

9781920247614 Lekawana le le Lesego Lolo Setswana FOU Adrian Varkel Pan Macmillan

Little Lucky Lolo loved going to school. He loved learning 

from his teacher and seeing his friends. One day a new 

boy joined the class. Khulu was a big boy, a very big boy! 

Khulu eats all Lucky's lunch and takes a soccer ball! 

What could Little Lucky Lolo do? When Khulu ends up in 

trouble, will Lucky help him? 

9781920271176
Nelson Mandela mosepele o moleele 

go ya kgololesegong
Setswana INT Chris van Wyk Macmillan Publishers

Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) is a true hero of our times, 

loved and admired across the globe. This children's book 

tells the story of his life, from his carefree days as an 

ordinary village boy to his unflinching leadership of the 

ANC, the long years in prison under the apartheid 

regime and his eventual freedom, ending with his 

extraordinary elevation to President of South Africa in 

1994. The book is full of facts and information, which 

children aged 7 to 12 will find interesting.



9781920629618 Ke nna Gruffalo Setswana FOU Julia Donaldson Pan Macmillan

A clever mouse uses his imagination to conjure up a 

vicious "gruffalo" to ruin the appetites of the hungry 

woodland animals he meets. When Mouse takes a stroll 

through the woods, he meets a fox, an owl, and a snake 

who all want to eat him! So Mouse invents a gruffalo, a 

monster with terrible tusks and terrible claws, terrible 

teeth, and terrible jaws. But will Mouse's frightful 

description be enough to scare off his foes? After all, 

there's no such thing as a gruffalo . . . is there?

1868572749 Tabu le ditlou tse di jang tlhako Setswana INT Rene Deetlefs Garamond Publishers

A folktale of a happy family in traditional Africa. Tabu is 

a child who is taken away to watch the elephants dance, 

though his father goes wild with worry. Of course, a 

happy ending for a most pleasantly illustrated story

1868572048 Monyebo wa ga Sam Setswana ECD Ian Lusted Garamond Publishers

Sam is an African boy who has lost his smile. Ice cream, 

toys, clothes, even TV fail to cheer him up. So his parents 

give him a big hug. And Sam smiles! Such a simple story. 

LŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ Lŀƴ [ǳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ōƻƭŘ 

illustrations are similar to the style of Dick Bruna: simple 

outline on single colour backgrounds. A clear message 

that love is more important than belongings.

9781920016708 Mmila wa Zanzibar Setswana ECD Niki Daly Pan Macmillan

Animal characters live in a town on Zanzibar Road where 

Mama Jumbo builds herself a house. But she needs 

friends and is joined by Little Chico, a chicken. One day 

Little Chico gets lost but mother-love sorts out the 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ς ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ŀ 

party. Lots of warmth and happiness here. Quite a bit of 

text.

9780624055297 Fofa, ntsu, fofa! Setswana INT Christopher Gregorowski Tafelberg Publishing 

Fly, Eagle, Fly! is a stirring tale of hope, written by by 

Christopher Gregorowski for his dying child. The basic 

parable tells of an African farmer who finds an 

abandoned eagle chick and takes it back to his farm. As 

the young eagle grows up among the chickens, it 

imagines that it is a chicken. A friend of the farmer 

notices the now grown eagle and tries to persuade the 

bird to fly, but fails twice. For third attempt, the friend 

persuades the farmer to carry the bird to the top of a 

mountain in the darkness of night. As th dawn rises, the 

eagle spreads its great wings, launches itself forward, 

and flies ... 



9781431402021 Tlhapi e e gkagamatsang Setswana INT Margie Orford Jacana

A poor fisherman and his brother live in a grass hut by 

the sea. One day, the fisherman catches a magic, talking 

fish that he immediately sets free. When he tells his 

brother what happened, the brother demands that he 

ask the magic fish for a bigger house. Surprisingly, the 

ƳŀƎƛŎ ŦƛǎƘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƛǎƘΦ ²ƛƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 

be satisfied, or will he become greedy and ask for more?

9781920629755 Sephiri sa ga nkoko Ruby Setswana FOU Chris van Wyk Pan Macmillan

A picture book story brimming over with South Africa. It 

ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎ Ǿŀƴ ²ȅƪΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōƻƻƪ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅΣ 

Goodness and Mercy and it concerns that time of his 

boyhood when his Ouma Ruby took him to a bookshop 

ƛƴ WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎōǳǊƎΦ wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ς 

and rejoice at the accurate detail and sympathetic 

characterisation in the illustrations.

9781431423552 Dikgang tsa Kgalagadi Setswana INT Hanneke du Preez Jacana

YƎŀƭŀƎŀŘƛ όtǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ DŀΩƭŀƎŀΩŘƛύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǎǿŀƴŀ ƴŀƳŜ 

for the wilderness, which falls within the borders of 

South Africa, Botswana, and Namibia. It is the hunting 

ground of the nomadic Bushmen and the home of the 

several Tswana tribes who call themselves Bakgalagadi 

(people of the wilderness). The author collected the 

stories during her years as a safari guide in Botswana. In 

retelling these stories of the Bushmen the author has 

retained, as far as possible, the essence of the original. 

186857198X Mondi rammino Setswana INT Dianne Stewart Garamond Publishers

Mondi is a crippled boy who lives in Durban and earns 

money by paying on his recorder. But the day comes 

when the recorder is lost and Mondi has to make a 

terrible decision whether to buy a new one or give the 

money he has earned to his sister for her college fees. 

9781431421800 Jafta Setswana FOU Hugh Lewin Jacana

Jafta, a young boy growing up in Africa, describes some 

of his everyday feelings by comparing his actions to 

those of various African animals. The book is filled with 

rich illustrations and clever similes to explain all sorts of 

feelings and actions. 



9781431421923 Papaagwe Jafta Setswana FOU Hugh Lewin Jacana

WŀŦǘŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

very long time, but things are changing in his country 

and now he can return. Jafta will be able to tell him 

ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ WŀŦǘŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 

will answer questions that no one else can answer. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ bƻƳǎŀΩǎ 

ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŀŦǘŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘΦ 

9781431421862 Mamaagwe Jafta Setswana FOU Hugh Lewin Jacana

Jafta describes his mother by comparing her to the earth 

and nature. He starts his descriptions with sunrise and 

ƎƻŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ōŜŘǘƛƳŜΦ WŀŦǘŀΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 

for his mother is present in every step of his day.

9781770099739 Go fofa ga khaete Setswana FOU William Gumede Jacana

This richly illustrated book tells the story of how Andile 

and his father make a beautiful kite. While flying the 

kite, its string breaks releasing the kite and taking 

readers on an epic journey across Africa. From the 

thundering Victoria Falls and the snow tops of 

Kilimanjaro, to the Sahara deserts and ancient Egyptian 

tȅǊŀƳƛŘǎΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŜΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

landmarks of Africa!

9780624046004 Lila le Sephiri sa Pula Setswana FOU David Conway Tafelberg Publishing 

For months the sun has burned down on Lila's Kenyan 

village. It is too hot to gather firewood, too hot to weed 

the garden, even too hot to milk the cow. Without rain 

the well will run dry and the crops will fail. Lila is so 

worried that when her grandfather whispers to her the 

secret of rain, she decides to go and talk to the sky 

herself.

9780624044918 Letsatsi le le monate thata Setswana ECD Ann Walton Tafelberg Publishing A very nice day - wordless book

9781869284343 A o ka kgona? Setswana ECD Carole Bloch New Africa Books

Can you? is a brightly illustrated, playful and joyful little 

book that will make readers of all ages smile. Its clever 

ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

familiar will get young children moving and reading!



9781431406593
Dibuka tsa masea tsa diatla tse dinnye 

1
Setswana ECD

Tuelo Gabonewe, Carole 

Bloch, Sue Kramer, William 

Gumede, Alzette Prins

Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies 1 is a set of board books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. This is the first box set of four from 

Jacana Media and the Little Hands Trust, with a focus on 

vocabulary building and reading for enjoyment.

9781431406708
Dibuka tsa masea tsa diatla tse dinnye 

2
Setswana ECD

Carole Bloch, Zukiswa 

Wanner, Marna Hattingh
Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies 2 is a set of board books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. This is the second box set of four from 

Jacana Media and the Little Hands Trust, with a focus on 

vocabulary building and reading for enjoyment.

9780624034407 Go le kana kana Setswana FOU Trish Cooke Tafelberg Publishing 

aƻƳ ŀƴŘ ōŀōȅ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿƘŜƴτ5LbD 

5hbDΗτ!ǳƴǘƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ¦ƴŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ bŀƴƴƛŜ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴπ

Gran and the cousins come to visit. And they all want to 

hug and kiss and squeeze and eat the baby right 

ǳǇτōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ {h a¦/IΗ ²ƛǘƘ 

Helen Oxenbury lending her characteristic warmth and 

humor to a most exuberant family party, Trish Cooke's 

rhythmic, cumulative story captures the joy of being the 

ōŀōȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅτŀ ōŀōȅ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

he is absolutely, utterly adored.

9780521702874 Pina ya ga Lizo Setswana FOU Christopher Hodson Cambridge University Press

The setting is the annual Minstrels Carnival. Lizo loves to 

ǎƛƴƎ ς άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ς ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗέ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƘŜ 

is praised, sometimes chased away. Then he joins one of 

the bands and (naturally) wins a prize. Happy bouncing 

ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀǇŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ŘŀȅΦ

9780521528184 Dikgakgamatso tsa Ntsiki Setswana FOU Derek Gowlett Cambridge University Press

Ntsiki has been away sick, so her school friends plan a 

surprise for her return. Oh, what sorting of ingredients, 

measuring, mixing, hearting the oven: and the result is a 

grand cake admired by all. Friendly, realistic illustrations.

9780521722452 Mokalobe yo o bidiwant Vusirala Setswana FOU Vuyokasi Matross Cambridge University Press

A fairytale giant threatens a village with his greed 

because every day he wants to eat twice as much which 

means twice the amount of food! It takes a clever small 

girl to work out the answer to save her community. The 

concepts of heavy and light are there, as well as plenty 

of doubling up. Fred Mouton supplies grandly humorous 

illustrations.



9780521724357 IƛƪΧƘƛƪΧƘƛƪƛΗ Setswana FOU Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

Baby has hiccups. All sorts of remedies are tried (shown 

in suitably enjoyable pictures) without anything being 

successful until Papa makes Baby laugh by whirling him 

round in the air. Baby stops his hiccups: but then Papa 

starts!

9780521724456 Potsane e e latlhegileng Setswana FOU Amanda Jesperson Cambridge University Press

A goat is not the best animal to have in the house. Xolani 

tries to find a home for what appears to be a lost goat. 

Plenty of amusing disturbance before the right home is 

found. Clear, cheerful artwork

9780521724692 Pitse yo o bosula Setswana FOU Janine Corneilse Cambridge University Press

Simphiwe is a boy who summons the magical help of 

other animals to rescue the Bird of Peace. The ugly 

monster is not so terrible after all when bravery is there 

to solve the situation!

9780521727365 Bosigo bongwe jo bo lefifi thata Setswana FOU Lesley Beake Cambridge University Press

A typical rural family with a grandmother, mother, 

daughter, baby, dog, cat, chickens and a donkey called 

Nuisance. Lots of sound words to make reading aloud 

ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǳƴΦ ¢ƘŜƴ Χ ƴƻƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ !ƴŘ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅΣ 

laughing solution. Friendly, cheering pictures.

9780521726573 Go rotha, go elela, go rora Setswana FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Deliberately set out as a non-fiction book with headings, 

index and information on the subject of Water. Young 

readers will find out about the water cycle, pollution, 

floods and drought, the danger and care of water, as 

well as having fun with it.

9780521725224 Jake Setswana FOU Janet Hurst-Nicholson Cambridge University Press

Baby Jake lives in a home that is far from safe as his 

family discover repeatedly. However, their answer to the 

problem is to confine Jake inside a play-pen. Plenty to 

discuss here around home safety rules. Enjoyably 

illustrated.



9780521724890 Kgwele ya dinao! Setswana FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

The universal game of Africa! In this fiction story we 

follow two boy plays and two soccer stars. We find out 

about clubs in South Africa, favourite sporting activities, 

the international scene, and particularly the positive role 

model that a soccer player can provide.

9780521726672 Ke tshwana fela le wena Setswana FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Fictional story of a girl living with HIV, but still able to 

have a life much the same as her friends. She has to be 

careful, because of the virus in her blood. A simple 

starting point for discussion about AIDS and infectious 

diseases, as well as hygiene and sensible diet.

9780521725958 Go gakologelwa Mmemogolo Setswana FOU Dianne Stewart Cambridge University Press

A family situation in which a baby is born and then 

grandmother dies. The unhappiness is lessened by the 

happy memories people have of the old lady. So death is 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

Plenty to talk about in this thoughtful story.

9780521725354 Go tshwara Setswana FOU Penny Hansen Cambridge University Press

In verse text, some important thinking about good ways 

of touching each other and inappropriate ways. The 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǇŀŎŜέΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 

say No. Frolicsome pictures by one of our best 

illustrators.

9780521725453 Metshamekwane Setswana FOU Jolanta Durno Cambridge University Press

Verse text describes first a human picnic with masses of 

litter in the form (from beer and cigarettes). When they 

leave, monkeys try out the same habits of drinking and 

smoking and soon set fire to the forest. Fortunately, the 

monkeys have the sense to act as a group, put out the 

fire and not behave that way again.

9780521726238 A o ka menogana? Setswana FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Animals grow in different ways. The also move in 

different ways. This enjoyably illustrated book is 

informative and full of words to describe movement.



9780521724159 Leino le le botlhoko la ga kwena Setswana FOU Fundisile Gwazube Cambridge University Press

A delightful animal story with striking pictures of 

/ǊƻŎƻŘƛƭŜΩǎ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ .ƛǊŘ 

acts as a dentist, though he is nearly swallowed in the 

process. Watch out, though: Crocodile is now hungry!

9780521722988 TǑƘƛǎƛΗ ¢ǑƘƛǎƛ Ŝ Ŝ ƳƻƴŀǘŜΗSetswana FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

aƛŎŜ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

the only ones interested. The story involves dividing, 

counting and the passage of time. Together with a fun 

story and lively pictures.

9780521724593 Go edimola go a tshelanwa Setswana FOU Beverley Burkett Cambridge University Press

A large frog swallows Baby Busi when her mother is 

working in the fields. Then frog is swallowed by a snake 

which is swallowed by a tall bird which is swallowed by a 

crocodile which then meets a hippo which yawns. The 

habit is catching. All the others yawn too and Baby Busi 

is safely back on her blanket

9780521702959 A rraago o a gona? Setswana FOU Kathy Luckett Cambridge University Press

An African family is happy together until father starts to 

snore. Then no one can sleep. One night his children 

carry their father outside the house, a spider falls into 

his mouth and he is not best pleased. We see him 

chasing the children round the house! But in future, he 

sleeps with his mouth shut. This story has proved highly 

popular with children!

9780521724005 Leano le le botlhale la Lebodu Setswana FOU Monika Hollemann Cambridge University Press

Colour changes by Chameleon introduce colour words, 

which prove amusing to Mouse, with one more trick 

which saves Mouse from a cat. Clever, amusing artwork.

9780521722650 Dikgato tse di tshosang Setswana FOU Lindi Mahlangu Cambridge University Press

Patterns of rhyme and rhythm accompany the fear of 

footsteps in the forest. But we need never be too 

frightened when Joan Rankin is in charge of the 

illustrations.

9780521723084 Maselamose a ga Mme Mabena Setswana FOU Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

A picture-book based on mixing primary colours to make 

green, purple and orange, but transformed into Ndebele-

style house-painting and the magic of art itself. Glorious 

colours and geometric shapes frame a story of 

helpfulness. The glowing pictures do full justice to the 

visual story.



9780521724258 Leeto la ga Dorothy Setswana FOU Sally Ward Cambridge University Press

Farida prepares for a visit from Dorothy, though she 

imagines Dorothy will be an elephant who will eat 

everything and flatten a lot. When Dorothy arrives, she 

ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭ άƧǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜΗέ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ 

lively pictures.

9780521723121 Boloka chenchi! Setswana FOU Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

It's Ryan's lucky day when a one hundred rand note falls 

into his hands. Ryan knows just what he wants to do 

with it and this sets up a chain of events where his 

family and friends buy gifts for themselves and also for 

their loved ones. Ryan is surprised at the end of the 

story when his generosity in sharing the money benefits 

him in the end. The main Mathematics themes in this 

story are those of money, buying and working out 

change

9780521722889 Dipanana tsa ga Kgajwana Setswana FOU Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

A small money loves bananas but he keeps losing half of 

what is left. An amusing tale which involves sharing and 

dividing as well as plenty of visual humour.

9781770092815 Nguni yo o mo dinakong Setswana FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

The first of several picture books featuring Nguni cattle. 

This has simple text which is about variations of colours 

and patterns on cattle rather than a story. Fascinating, 

all the same with plenty of detail to explore in the large 

colour pictures. Star cattle. Or, as you might say, real 

cool cattle!

9781485600824 Go fengwa ga Tau Setswana INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Once upon a time, the animals of the jungle decided a 

meeting was long overdue. This was to be no ordinary 

meeting and it was extremely important that each and 

every animal attend. So the day, time, and place was set. 

All the animals were invited to attend. All except Lion.

9781485600848
Monna yo Megabaru le Letlapa le le 

Siameng
Setswana INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

In a land not so far away and not that long ago, 

Hlohlesakhe and his family lived happily, until a terrible 

drought came to the land. People went hungry and 

starved until they got so thin you could count the ribs of 

a grown man through his clothes. One day, while he was 

desperately looking for something to take home to feed 

his family, Hlohlesakhe wandered deep into the forest in 

search of roots and berries ...


