
Code Title

Recommended 

Grade level Author Publisher Decription Picture

Also available 

in the 

following 

languages

9781920475871 123 with Goose R-1 Laura Wall Fantasi Books
Learning first numbers is lots of fun when Goose is 

around to help!

9781847153609 Abandoned puppy, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Zoe is thrilled to be helping out at her Auntie Jo’s animal 

shelter over the Easter holidays. But she doesn’t expect 

to come across a box on the steps of the shelter 

containing three tiny abandoned puppies. It’s touch and 

go for the littlest pup, whom Zoe names Cookie. Over 

the next few weeks, Zoe takes special care of Cookie and 

a close bond is formed between the two of them. But 

how will Zoe cope when it comes for the puppies to be 

rehomed?

9781869285722 Adventures of Pinocchio, The INT
Xolisa Guzula, Pamella Maseko 

and Ntombizanele Nkence
New Africa Books 

The story of Pinocchio's adventures is well known to 

children across the world. This thoughtful adaptation 

ensures a distinctly South African flavour. Pinocchio 

stays the night in a remote village, the bones are thrown 

when he is given a consultation by three wise men, and 

Locus replaces the Cricket as his conscience and 

traveling companion.

9781919876160 Afi and the magic drum R-1
Thécla Midiohouan and Hector D. 

Sonon
David Philip Publishers

When war  forces people to leave their homes, children 

often get lost. And that's what happens to Afi. But 

luckily, she meets an old man with a big heart and… a 

magic drum!

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9780799346046 Africa: Fact, Fiction or Fable SEN Rob Marsh LAPA Publishers

Africa: fiction, fact or fable takes a look at the unique 

things, places, people and even animals in Africa. This 

interesting and factual book in encyclopedic format will 

appeal to both the general and academic market. 

Containing information on all the UNESCO World 

Heritage sites in Africa (a total of 73) as well as a 

collection of the noteworthy or strange.

Afrikaans



9780007865222 Albie and the space rocket INT Andy Cutbill HarperCollins Publishers

Meet Albie -- a small boy in a weird, wild world. Albie is 

a six year old boy whose imagination turns his 

surroundings into wild fantasy and he sees peculiar 

creatures everywhere. Why does no one else notice 

them? It's a mystery to Albie. It seems like just another 

ordinary night to Albie until he wakes to find! penguins 

stealing the furniture, moose tangoing in the toilet and 

zebras asleep in the kitchen cupboard. But who has left 

a trail of baked beans?

9781847150158 Alfie all Alone INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Evie is overjoyed when she is given her very own puppy, 

Alfie. Alfie adores Evie - he loves to be cuddled, sleeps 

on her bed and welcomes her home from school every 

day with a wag of his tail. But it's not long before 

another new member of the family arrives: Evie's baby 

brother, Sam. Suddenly no-one has much time to look 

after Alfie, let alone play with him and take him for 

walks, and soon he finds himself unwanted and all 

alone... 

9781847155122 Aliens! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie in Aliens! his 26th adventure, as he prepares 

for an alien invasion, has a go at bird watching and tries 

to improve his school report!

9780624081302 All Africa wildlife express, The INT
Rosamund Haden & Tony 

Pinchuck
Tafelberg Publishing 

When Elephant receives an invitation to a party he fires 

up his steam engine for an all African adventure. More 

animals join him at each jungle station. It's a rollicking 

trans-continental journey! Along the way they bicker, 

tell tales and play until they reach the magnificent gates 

of the Hotel Splendide where the monkeys are waiting 

with a huge surprise . . . 

9781847150943 Alone in the night INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Jasmine is thrilled when she gets to catsit for her 

neighbours while they’re away on holiday for Christmas. 

She adores looking after the beautiful Star and only 

wishes she could keep her forever! Star loves playing 

with Jasmine, and soon the pair are inseparable. But 

what Jasmine doesn’t know is that Star has a secret. 

Although it is cold and dark outside, the time has come 

for Star to leave Jasmine and her warm, safe home, and 

find a place to hide.



9781770090811 An African Christmas Cloth INT Reviva Schermbrucker Jacana

This is the children's book parents will buy for 

themselves, as much as for their children! Artist/writer, 

Reviva Schermbrucker, has done what must be a first in 

the history of publishing – embroidered an advent 

calendar for children in story form.

9781431424603 An Extrordinary Egg 2-3 Leo Lionni Jacana

It’s an extraordinary day on Pebble Island for three frogs 

when one of them discovers a beautiful white egg. 

They’ve never seen a chicken egg before, but they’re 

sure that’s what this must be. So when the egg hatches 

and out crawls a long, green, scaly creature, they 

naturally call it ... a chicken! Children will love this 

hilarious story of mistaken identity.

isiZulu             

isiXhosa

9781770102477
Anele Mdoda: It Feels Wrong to Laugh, 

But… (The Youngsters Series)
SEN Anele Mdoda Pan Macmillan

Carving her own path in radio, Anele Mdoda is the 

irrepressible DJ on the Afternoon Drive show on 94.7 

Highveld Stereo. A talker, a comic, honest and raw, 

Anele discusses everything from radio to hair weaves 

and owning your size it It Feels Wrong to Laugh, But...

9781847153838 Angela Nicely INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

From the world of Dirty Bertie comes a new star! A 

brand new series from David Roberts, creator of Dirty 

Bertie, Angela Nicely is already well known to Bertie's 

fans. Angela might look like she's made of sugar and 

spice and all things nice, but nothing could be further 

from the truth! Angela knows best! Whether it's trying 

to succeed as a top model, proving that her head 

teacher wears a wig, or finding herself out of her depth 

on a spa weekend, she's determined to make a splash! 

9781431427031 Anna carries water 2-3 Olive Senior Jacana

Anna fetches water from the spring every day, but she 

can't manage to carry it on her head like her older 

brothers and sisters. This irresistibly rhythmic and poetic 

tale evokes the power of sheer will and the joy of 

mastery, as Anna overcomes her fear. 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Afrikaans

9780980261073 Annie learns to swim FOU Katrin Coetzer Bumble Books

Annie's mum wants her to learn to swim, she buys her a 

new swimming costume. But Annie doesn't like water - 

it's wet and splashy and deep... 



9789766432256 Ants FOU Brian and Jillian Cutting Sunshine books

Sunshine Books are a series of Foundation Phase graded 

readers for First Additional Language (FAL) learners of 

English. They are also recommended for Home Language 

learners (HL). The content of each reader is carefully 

selected to interest and stimulate learners in South 

Africa while the language used ensures a satisfying 

reading experience at increasing levels of difficulty. Each 

grade contains a balanced selection of fiction and non-

fiction books. In addition there are books in Grade 1 and 

2 which introduce learners to concepts such as size, 

shape and colour. 

9780864861948 Armien's Fishing Trip INT Catherine Stock David Philip Publishers

Armien’s adventure with the Kalk Bay fisherman in 

stormy seas proves to them and his friends ashore that 

he’s not a little boy anymore.  

9781919888057 Ashraf of Africa INT Ingrid Mennen and Niki Daly Songololo

A bright picture book to correct the popular view of 

Africa as a vast savannah roaming with lions! 

Ashraf is an African boy of today. He lives in the city of 

Cape Town and the only place he has seen wild animals 

is inside books. So he walks through the streets to the 

public library, where he renews his favourite book – 

about wild animals. 

9780330435642 Aurora SEN Julie Bertagna Pan Macmillan

Much of Earth is underwater – in the high mountains at 

the top of the world Lily survives with her mother and 

her people . . . but she feels trapped. Elsewhere, 

beneath the exclusive sky-cities that tower above the 

waves, Fox has been waiting too. But when Fox and Lily 

meet on a virtual plane, they realize the time has come 

to act. The world must be made whole again, even if it 

means losing each other!

9780340525814 Awkward Aardvark 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Aardvark's snoring keeps the other animals awake night 

after night. Something has got to be done! Mongoose 

calls on the others for help, but it is not until the 

termites get involved that the problem is solved. This is 

the story of how Awkward Aardvark came to sleep 

during the day and eat termites at night.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi



9780754822073 Babies - A very first picture book R-1 Nicola Tuxworth

Babies and toddlers are fascinated by pictures of other 

babies and children like them and they will delight in 

looking at this first picture books with their carers and by 

themselves.

9780340580486 Baby Baboon 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Leopard is hungry, but he is also lazy. How will he catch 

his dinner? Leopard recruits the help of Baboon and 

Baby Baboon to trap Hare whom he plans to eat for his 

dinner. But Leopard is outwitted and Baby Baboon 

laughs and laughs.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9780521578615 Baby Monkey's bananas 2-3 Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

A small money loves bananas but he keeps losing half of 

what is left. An amusing tale which involves sharing and 

dividing as well as plenty of visual humour.

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9781743088548 Baby's first birthday (Board book) R-1 Hinkler books

Baby's first titles entertain children while giving them a 

head start on learning.  Children will love the bright 

photographs and all the excitement of the squeaky 

cover.

9781849158428 Baby's Treasure Hunt (Board Book) R-1 Roger Priddy Priddy Books 

This is a treasure hunt book for babies and toddlers. 

Each page features repeated images of familiar objects, 

with a subtle difference to a selected image for children 

to seek and find. 

0572576693 Bald Eagles INT Buck Wilde Shortland Publications

Do you know the bald eagle is the national bird of the 

United States of America? Their lives have not been 

easy. Pesticides, loss of forest habitat and the pressure 

of human settlement have almost destroyed the bald 

eagles and they are only now beginning to recover from 

years of decline...



9781919876139 Beautiful Debo INT
Béatrice Lalinon Gbado and 

Ponce E. Kokou Zannou
David Philip Publishers

Two little girls are fascinated by a beautiful woman they 

meet at a market. They want to be just like her. But 

what is her secret?

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa    

Siswati        

isiZulu         

Sepedi     

Xitsonga

9781869285197 Being Young - Siyagruva SEN Duane Jethro David Philip Publishers

Things are looking good for the Gruvers, but there’s also 

a serious side to some parts of young life. Mncedisi finds 

himself in a really heavy situation. Samantha gets a 

sharp lesson and is made to take a hard look at herself. 

And Brunette decides on independence.

isiXhosa

9780007179701 Best cow in show, The 2-3 Andy Cutbill HarperCollins Publishers

Marjorie the cow is terribly excited. She's going to enter 

her daughter, Daisy, in the Baby Cow Contest. Daisy has 

been a very special cow ever since the day that she 

surprised everyone by hatching out of an egg! Marjorie 

feels sure that Daisy will win, hooves down. But the 

other mothers are starting to talk... Daisy isn't quite like 

the other babies; she's small and feathery, and she can't 

even chew the cud yet. Is there something Marjorie 

should know? There are plenty of surprises in store for 

Marjorie the cow...

9781432120511 Bible Storybook for Girls, The FOU Phil Smouse Christian Art Gifts 

Phil Smouse and Amylee Weeks have joined together to 

creat a delightful Bible storybook especially for girls. 

Girls will learn that God has a plan for their lives to 

unfold and develop into something beautiful for God. 

9781405009058 Big sister, little sister R-1 Gillian Shields Macmillan Children's Books
With big sister to lead the way, little sister's never far 

behind.  A joyful celebration of a special family bond.



9780620231671 Birders of a Feather SEN Harvey Tyson Editors Inc

A score of well-known South Africans take you on 

journeys that show you ways to increase your interests 

and enhance your life.

They show you how their hobby – their passion – can be 

experienced inside your garden gate, or in the furthest 

corners of the Earth. They show you why the exploding 

sport of birdwatching puts you back in constant touch 

with nature, and with every interest involving the 

unspoilt outdoors.

9781847150714 Bogeys! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie in three brand new stories, Bogeys!, Magic! 

and Potty!, as he tries to stop picking his nose, gets 

more than he bargained for with a magic trick and drives 

a museum potty on a school outing!

9781770094086 Books are friends FOU Carole Bloch Jacana

A storybook is a boat that sails you away on adventures 

to strange places, to see wonderful sights. Books are 

Friends highlights through rich text the amazing and fun 

world of reading and books, from reading in the bath, to 

taking care of books and sharing ideas. 

9781869283476 Boy in da city - Siyagruva SEN Rusleen Malbusch David Philip Publishers

The Siyagruvers have never had to handle anything as 

tricky as this! What do you do with a refugee boy who 

has no one to look after him and nowhere to go? 

Everyone has to pull together and help young Equiano.

9781847154408 Brave kitten, The 2-3 Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Helena loves to help out at the vet’s surgery where her 

older cousin Lucy works as a nurse. Then one day, a 

young cat is rushed in, having been injured by a car. 

Helena helps to care for the cat she calls Caramel, but 

where will he go if his owner can’t be found?

9781869280666 Brave Little Cat FOU Mzamo Maqeba David Philip Publishers

Ra-Cat so much wanted to go to school. He knew he 

would make lots of friends there. But Mom had been 

drinking from those bottles again. Would that stop Ra-

Cat from making new friends? 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga



9781919876863 Breaking Out - Siyagruva SEN Colleen Moroukian David Philip Publishers

Rashaad is going through a tough time. His religion, his 

culture, even his sexuality… who and what is he? 

Samantha and her friend Nolwazi are playing a

dangerous double-game with their parents. Into their 

lives comes The Siyagruva Scene -and things start 

happening!

isiZulu

1868572544 Brenda has a dragon in her blood 2-3 Hÿltje Vink Garamond Publishers 

This a story about Brenda, a three year old ordinary girl 

with HIV. It is a true story that is written down by her 

foster mother. There is one thing that is not so ordinary 

about Brenda, there is a little dragon in her blood. The 

dragon is called HIV and has to remain sleeping. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781485600800 Buhle, the Calf of many Colours INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Soyiso was a lively little boy. Every morning he took his 

father’s cattle to the veld. He loved his father and he 

loved the cattle he minded for him. One day, while he 

was watching the cattle, he suddenly noticed  strange 

calf among his cattle. And what a beautiful calf it was! 

This calf looked like no calf Soyiso had ever seen 

before……

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana

9780340989364 Bumping Buffalo 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Bumping Buffalo liked to bump. He had great big horns 

with a huge pad in the middle, just right for bumping the 

other animals. This is the story of how Buffalo went 

looking for trouble and found it! 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9781509803569 Burning Midnight SEN Will McIntosh Pan Macmillan

Sully is a sphere dealer at a flea market. It doesn't pay 

much - Alex Holliday's stores have muscled out most of 

the independent sellers - but it helps him and his mum 

make the rent. No one knows where the brilliant-

coloured spheres came from. One day they were just 

there, hidden all over the earth like huge gemstones. 

Burn a pair and they make you a little better: an inch 

taller, skilled at maths, better-looking. The rarer the 

sphere, the greater the improvement - and the more 

expensive the sphere.



9781847150233 Burp! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - a boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits! He's full to bursting with madcap plans and crazy 

ideas, and if it's trouble you're after, look no further - 

Bertie's sure to be up to his neck in it. Join Bertie as he 

stages a school dinner revolt, takes Whiffer to dog 

training and sabotages his sister's sleepover. It can only 

end in chaos! 

9781919888460 Busy Baby R-1 Carole Bloch and Bev De Meyer Songololo

This Baby and Busy Baby are the first board books in 

English, Afrikaans, Zulu and Xhosa to be developed in 

South Africa for 0-2 year olds. These delightfully 

illustrated fun-to-read texts from South Africa’s leading 

early literacy expert are sure to find their way onto the 

bookshelves of all our babies.

Afrikaans 

ISiZulu 

IsiXhosa

9781869271619 Butterflies 2-3 Bettine Nixon African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781869270414 Buttons  R-1 Joanne Young African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781847150875 Buttons the Runaway Puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Sophie often sees old Mr Jenkins walking his Labrador 

puppy, Buttons, and wishes she could have a dog of her 

own just like her. Buttons loves the outdoors and is 

always running off even though she knows she 

shouldn't. Then one day, Sophie sees Buttons climb out 

of the window. She thinks she's running away again, but 

Buttons isn't playing around this time - something at 

home is very wrong, but how can she let Sophie know...? 



9780521719551 Can you wriggle? R-1 Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Animals grow in different ways. The also move in 

different ways. This enjoyably illustrated book is 

informative and full of words to describe movement.

Afrikaans Zulu    

Tsonga Xhosa 

Sepedi 

Setswana

9791869284281 Can you? R-1 Carole Bloch David Philip Publishers

Can you? is a brightly illustrated, playful and joyful little 

book that will make readers of all ages smile. Its clever 

use of repetition and humour as well as it’s focus on the 

familiar will get young children moving and reading!

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Xitsonga 

Siswati

9781848797697 Cats (Mini Encyclopedia) INT Sarah Creese Make believe ideas Ltd

Packed with interesting facts and spectatular 

photography, the Mini Encyclopedias are exciting first 

reference books designed to help children discover and 

learn more about the world around them.

9780521578714 Chameleon's clever trick 2-3
Monika Hollemann and Helen 

Pooler
Cambridge University Press

Colour changes by Chameleon introduce colour words, 

which prove amusing to Mouse, with one more trick 

which saves Mouse from a cat. Clever, amusing artwork.

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

TshiVenda 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Afrikaans

9781919888064 Charlie's House INT Reviva Schermbrucker Songololo

Charlie had watched builders making a shelter for his 

family in the township of Guguletu. Now, using mud and 

imagination, he builds his own house – only Charlie's 

house has a lounge and a TV and bedroom all for 

himself. The roof does not leak and there is plenty of 

space for all his family. Then Charlie begins to build his 

dream car. 

9780521578615 Cheese Yummy Cheese! 2-3 Sue Hepker Cambridge University Press

Mice quarrel over delicious cheese – but they are not 

the only ones interested. The story involves dividing, 

counting and the passage of time. Together with a fun 

story and lively pictures.

isiNdebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Tsivenda 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Afrikaans



9788888166056
Children's Pictorial Atlas of the World, 

The
INT Daniela De Luca McRae Books

Fourteen handsome full-colour maps show all regions of 

the world.  Every map is enhanced with attractive 

locator illustrations.  Kids can use these maps to find 

each country's major landmarks and cities, as well as 

cultural and economic features. Here is a superb 

introduction to maps and geography for young readers.

9781920042318 Chipo and the bird on the hill INT Meshack Asare Shuter & Shooter

Two children, Chipo and Dambudzo set out in search of 

a big stone bird at Great Zimbabwe after Sekuru tells 

them the story of how this bird guided their ancestors to 

a hill. All the mysteries of the ancient ruins come alive as 

the children slip away from their duties to climb the hill 

in search of the bird.

9781846437465 Choo! Choo! Guess the vehicle R-1 Child's Play

What's that noise? Lift the flap to find out! Perfect for 

guessing, prediction and memory skills - and simply 

joining in! Vibrant, high-contrast illustrations will make 

these books instant favorites. Simple, repetitive text is 

perfect for pre-readers. Babies and toddlers will be 

delighted by the surprise on each page, and repeated 

readings will help develop early memory skills.

9781919876085 Citronnella INT Carl de Souza and Danièle Hitié David Philip Publishers

Citronella is a little girl who cannot hear, and for whom 

no-one can find a cure. Her family decides to send her to 

Grandpa Tambala, who takes her far, far away to a place 

where you don't only hear with your ears.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781869280550 Colour of Love, The 2-3 Ntombizanele Nkence David Philip Publishers

Life in the bush can be very lonely, Even for Leon, the 

proud young lion king, but he quickly learns that 

goodness and kidness can earn you a friend for life. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781783417506 Colours mini tab book R-1 Priddy Books 

With first words to learn and lots of bright photographs, 

this sturdy little book will help you teach your child 

about colours.



9781920475888 Colours with Goose R-1 Laura Wall Fantasi Books
Learning first colours is lots of fun when Goose is around 

to help!

9781770092648 Cool Nguni, The INT Maryanne Bester Jacana

The first of several picture books featuring Nguni cattle. 

This has simple text which is about variations of colours 

and patterns on cattle rather than a story. Fascinating, 

all the same with plenty of detail to explore in the large 

colour pictures. Star cattle. Or, as you might say, real 

cool cattle!

IsiXhosa 

Xitsonga 

Sepedi 

TshiVenda 

Siswati 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9781847150486 Crackers! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - a boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits! He is back for a Christmas special. Join the comic 

chaos as Bertie gets ready for a festive, fun-filled 

Christmas, which is packed with trouble!

9780796312341 Creation, The (Classic Bible Stories) FOU Lux Verbi Lux Verbi

A series of eight beautiful illustrated Bible stories - four 

from the Old Testament and four from the New 

Testament. They are ideal in the baby carriage, on 

travels and also for bedtime reading. 

Afrikaans

9780521578738 Crocodile's sore tooth 2-3

Fundisile Gwazube, Lulu 

Khumalo, Linda Pantsi and 

Nompulelo Yako

Cambridge University Press

A delightful animal story with striking pictures of 

Crocodile’s pain and all the sympathetic animals. Bird 

acts as a dentist, though he is nearly swallowed in the 

process. Watch out, though: Crocodile is now hungry!

isiNdebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

TshiVenda 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Afrikaans

9780340970331 Cross Crocodile 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Long ago on the Great African Plains, it was so dry 

before the rain came that all the animals were hot, and 

thirsty, and hungry. All, that is, except Cross Crocodile. 

This is the story of how Monkey tricked Crocodile into 

sharing his food with the other animals. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi



9781485601708 Cruel King Lives!, The INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

The old, cruel king was dead. All over the kingdom there 

were celebrations, for no one had loved the king. Some 

said they had praised him, fearing what he might do to 

them. The old, cruel king was dead; hope rose like a 

pillar, sturdy and strong; it climbed up, up, up to highest 

heavens. There would be kindness in the land. There 

would be love and honour for all. There would be 

happiness in abundance; poverty, abuse and disease 

would be no more. Or so they thought…

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9781847156006 Cupcake Wars! (Angela Nicely) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Angela Nicely is already well known to Bertie's fans after 

he struggled to escape her clutches in Kiss! Angela Nicely 

might look like she's made of sugar and spice and all 

things nice, but she's not quite as sweet as she'd have 

you believe! Perfect for young readers who are fans of 

Dirty Bertie. Whether she's having a bake-off against 

Tiffany Charmers, riding high at a pony party or snooping 

on her mysterious neighbours, she's determined to steal 

the show!

9781770075313 Daddy's getting married FOU Jennifer Moore-Mallinos Struik

Daddy's Getting Married' encourages boys and girls to 

understand that a parent who remarries will continue to 

love them and look after them.

9781869283452 Dance Idols - Siyagruva SEN Anne Schlebusch David Philip Publishers

A nation-wide competition to find some young dance 

idols! Who’s going to enter, who’s going to pull out, and 

why? And who’s the least likely person in the Siyagruva 

Scene to win it? There are surprises all along the way in 

this Siyagruva story.

IsiZulu                         

9781869271084 Dancing FOU Deborah Botha African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.



9780796312372
Daniel and the Lions (Classic Bible 

Stories)
FOU Lux Verbi Lux Verbi

A series of eight beautiful illustrated Bible stories - four 

from the Old Testament and four from the New 

Testament. They are ideal in the baby carriage, on 

travels and also for bedtime reading. 

Afrikaans

9781770102484
Danny K: Take it from me (The 

Youngsters Series)
SEN Danny K Pan Macmillan

This book records the ups and downs of the career path 

of South African singer, songwriter and producer, Danny 

K. A performer from a young age. he talks about the 

good, the bad and the ugly of the music business, his 

influences and how rejection can sometimes pay off.

9780796303103 David and Goliath FOU Martha Streufert Jander Lux Verbi.BM

This book retells the story of David and Goliath (1 

Samuel 17). The Arch(R) Book series tells popular Bible 

stories through fun-to-read rhymes and bright 

illustrations. This well-loved series captures the 

attention of children, telling scripturally sound stories 

that are enjoyable and easy to remember. 

9781447205951 Debutantes in Love SEN Cora Harrison Pan Macmillan

It's 1924. Leaving their beloved Beech Grove Manor to 

go to London for the season, Poppy and Daisy 

Derrington know that they must shine as debutantes. 

Since a girl cannot inherit her father's estate, the sisters 

have to marry well or face being left penniless. But it's 

not money or marriage that interests them, it's music, 

cinema, literature, fashion, parties, love—everything 

that is shiny and new. Trapped by the dusty traditions of 

their class, Daisy and Poppy must choose between 

family duty and the bright lights of the roaring twenties.

9781471148385 Diabolic, The SEN S.J. Kincaid Simon & Schuster

Nemesis is a Diabolic. Created to protect a galactic 

Senator's daughter, Sidonia. There's no one Nemesis 

wouldn't kill to keep her safe. But when the power-mad 

Emperor summons Sidonia to the galactic court as a 

hostage, there is only one way for Nemesis to protect 

Sidonia. She must become her.  Now one of the galaxy's 

most dangerous weapons is masquerading in a world of 

corruption and Nemesis has to hide her true abilities or 

risk everything. As the Empire begins to fracture and 

rebellion looms closer, Nemesis learns that there is 

something stronger than her deadly force: the one thing 

she's been told she doesn't have - humanity. And, 

amidst all the danger, action and intrigue, her humanity 

might be the only thing that can save her, Sidonia and 

the entire Empire...



9781847153746 Dinosaur! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he takes Angela Nicely on a dinosaur hunt, 

bites off more than he can chew at a chocolate factory, 

and gets into an alarming situation pet-sitting next 

door's cat!

9781847157812 Disco! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

 Join Bertie in Disco! his 29th adventure as he gets 

tricked into accompanying Angela Nicely to the school 

disco, becomes Royston Rich's slave for the day and 

cooks up a great escape for Gran and her friends on an 

ultra-dull trip to the seaside!

9780620463195
Ditema: Some Decorated Sotho 

Buildings
SEN Pieter Jolly Vernacularch

This title records a variety of Sotho decorated huts and 

other structures. Decorative patterns of paint, pebbles 

inset into mud plaster, and incised plaster constitute the 

Ditema mural art tradition of the Basotho, which is 

similar to, but differs in many respects from, the 

Ndebele mural art tradition. 

9781919876894 Divine Dump Dancer - Siyagruva SEN Russell H. Kaschula David Philip Publishers

From the dumps to divining, from despair to dancing! 

This happens to Mncedisi when he and his mother come 

to fulfil their role and responsibility to the family and 

community. Could you travel the journey Mncedisi has 

to?

IsiXhosa         

IsiZulu

9780798175739 Do not open this book 2-3 Andy Lee Human & Rousseau

9780521655705 Does your father snore? 2-3 Kathy Luckett Cambridge University Press

An African family is happy together until father starts to 

snore. Then no one can sleep. One night his children 

carry their father outside the house, a spider falls into 

his mouth and he is not best pleased. We see him 

chasing the children round the house! But in future, he 

sleeps with his mouth shut. This story has proved highly 

popular with children!

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

Setswana 

TshiVenda 

Sesotho



9780521719599 Donkey's shadow and other stories, the 2-3 Reviva Schermbrucker Cambridge University Press

Three tales retold from Aesop’s fables. In the first, we 

meet people disagreeing over unimportant things. Then 

a problem solving story. Finally the lesson to think 

carefully about what we think we see. All good talking 

points, brightly illustrated.

Sesotho 

isiZulu 

isiXhosa 

Siswati           

Afrikaans

9780521578752 Dorothy's Visit 2-3 Sally Ward Cambridge University Press

Farida prepares for a visit from Dorothy, though she 

imagines Dorothy will be an elephant who will eat 

everything and flatten a lot. When Dorothy arrives, she 

is a little girl “just like me!” Happiness well expressed in 

lively pictures.

isiNdebele 

Xitsonga 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

TsiVenda 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Siswati 

Afrikaans

9781919888118 Dove, The FOU Dianne Stewart Songololo

Waiting for the land to spring to life again after a terrible 

flood in the Valley of a Thousand Hills, Lindiwe and her 

grandmother try to earn some money selling their 

beautiful beadwork. Then a dove brings hope for the 

survivors and special good fortune for Lindiwe and her 

loving Gogo.

Afrikaans 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu

9780521719513 Drip, Trickle, Road 2-3 Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Deliberately set out as a non-fiction book with headings, 

index and information on the subject of Water. Young 

readers will find out about the water cycle, pollution, 

floods and drought, the danger and care of water, as 

well as having fun with it.

Setswana 

Xhosa 

Sesotho 

Sepedi            

Afrikaans

9781848797727 Earth (Mini Encyclopedia) INT Sarah Phillips Make believe ideas Ltd

Packed with interesting facts and spectatular 

photography, the Mini Encyclopedias are exciting first 

reference books designed to help children discover and 

learn more about the world around them.

0732721164 Egyptian Genius INT James Burnett & Calvin Irons Afribooks



9781431422739 Elders at the door, The 2-3 Maryanne Bester Jacana

Early one morning three tired, dirty, hungry elders – 

Blessing, Wisdom and Love – knock on the door of a 

family home. The family wishes to invite them in but 

they can only choose one visitor to enter their home. 

Which of the three do they pick?

Afrikaans

9781847151131 Ellie the homesick puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Megan is really excited about moving. She can’t wait to 

take her Golden Labrador Ellie for walks in the 

countryside near their new house. But Mum and Dad say 

that Ellie will be upset by the move, and she has to go 

and stay with Gran. Megan really misses her – and Ellie 

will do anything to get home to Megan.

9781447219187
Emperor's New Clothes and other 

stories, The
FOU Mary Hoffman Macmillan Publishers

Nursery stories are an essential part of childhood. 

Experienced storyteller Mary Hoffman has retold classic 

tales in this superb collection which is perfect for 

reading aloud. 

9781783701469 Emperor's New Clothes, The FOU Marcus Sedgwick Templar Publishing

A reissue of this beautiful version of the Hans Christian 

Andersen classic, illustrated in Alison Jay's unique and 

attractive style. In this retelling by Marcus Sedgwick, the 

Emperor is a very proud and vain lion, served by his long-

suffering Chamberlain and Treasurer. He wants to 

commission the finest set of robes ever seen! But the 

devious tailors have plans of their own... This new 

edition captures the charm of the timeless classic with a 

fresh new look.

9780340945223 Enormous Elephant 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

In the days before the Big Rains, many of the animals 

looked very different. This is the story of how Enormous 

Elephant came to wave his long trunk and swish his long 

tail on the Great Plains.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9781869270803 Eyes 2-3 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.



9781847151391 Fangs! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he attempts to reveal grumpy Mr Grouch 

as a vampire, finds himself modelling the latest catwalk 

fashions and gets a serious scare-cut at the barbers.

9781843323303 Farm (Board book) R-1 Priddy Books 
This book will increase your child's vocabulary by 

associating words with pictures.

9780750233309 Farming - Earth Alert! INT Jane Featherstone Hodder Wayland

With pictures and examples from all of the world, and 

activities to help you learn more, here are many ideas 

about making farming better.

9780007846726 Fat Cat INT James Sage HarperCollins Publishers

Farmers Big and Bluster are bickering over who has the 

biggest and best cornfield. Meanwhile, Farmer Smarts is 

quietly confident that his is the best, but he’s not saying 

anything. One day all three farmers find MICE all over 

the fields! So they decide to take control of the situation 

by building mousetraps. Farmers Big and Bluster, in their 

extravagant, bombastic way, both go to town trying to 

outdo each other by building huge machines to trap the 

mice. The mice carry on munching regardless. 

Meanwhile, Farmer Smarts has got himself a FAT CAT 

who is the most successful mousetrap of all…

9781869280772 Father Snail 2-3
Xolisa Guzula and Turiya 

Magadlela
David Philip Publishers

Rabbit and Father Snail are alone at home. What will the 

two of them get up to before Mama Sele returns from 

work? 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga



0769905099 Feathers and flight INT Robert Coupe Shortland Publications

Non-Fiction. Beautiful books with both illustrations and 

real photography. Key skills include: Instructional Text, 

Understanding fact and opinion, exploring diagrams, 

scan texts, summarising information, identifying key 

features of non-fiction texts. 

9781847151247 Fetch! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he finds himself in the dog house over his 

new robot dog, mistakes the Queen for one of his gran's 

friends at a royal garden party and causes mayhem at 

his cousin's wedding!

9780241331323 Find out! Earth INT Maryam Sharif-Draper Doring Kindersley Limited
This books is packed with surprising facts and amazing 

pictures.  It’s a fascinating book filled with big ideas.

9780241363935 Find out! Human Body INT Dr. Bipasha Choudhury Doring Kindersley Limited
This books is packed with surprising bodily facts and 

amazing pictures.  It’s a small book filled with big ideas.

9780241331293 Find out! Science INT Dr. Emily Grossman Doring Kindersley Limited

This book is packed with surprising scientific facts and 

amazing pictures.  It's a fascinating book filled with big 

ideas.

9780241331309 Find out! Solar System INT Sarah Cruddas Doring Kindersley Limited

This books is packed with surprising facts and amazing 

pictures that are out of this world.  It’s a fascinating 

book filled with big ideas.



9781770098039 Finding Aunt Joan ECD Jenny Hatton Jacana

It’s time for Lucy and her family to visit Aunt Joan all the 

way in East London. After a long and tiresome drive 

through the countryside, however, they find themselves 

hopelessly lost in the bustling city. It’s up to Lucy’s 

brother’s dog, Jonty, to rescue the family by finding Aunt 

Joan!

9781928474241 Fish finds a friend 2-3 Moyahabo Masela Room to Read

Poor Fish is terribly lonely.  All he wants is a friend who 

will love him just as he is.  Will her find someone to play 

with?

Siswati isiZulu

9781406361902 Five Minutes' Peace FOU Jill Murphy Walker

This is the story of Mrs Large the elephant – who just 

needs five minutes of peace and quiet away from her 

boisterous children! So, taking refuge in the bathroom, 

she fills herself a hot, foamy bubble bath and takes in a 

tray of her favourite breakfast and the morning paper. 

But there’s never a dull moment with the Larges, and it 

soon becomes clear that mum's quiet time is to be very 

short-lived! 

9781848104402
Five-minute stories: Hansel and Gretel 

and other stories
FOU Miles Kelly Miles Kelly Publishing

Five-minute Stories Hansel and Gretel and other stories 

is perfect to introduce children aged 5+ to the wonderful 

world of storytelling. Simply retold and wonderfully 

illustrated, this book brings together charming tales that 

children will enjoy. Each story takes about 5 minutes to 

read, making this book ideal for parents to read with 

young children who are starting to recognise words. The 

easy-to-read text also allows independent readers or 

older children to read aloud with confidence. Stories 

included: Peter and the Wolf, The Selfish Giant, The Red 

Shoes, Cap o Rushes, The Sorcerer s Apprentice, Hansel 

and Gretel.



9781848104426
Five-minute stories: The Hare and the 

Tortoise and other stories
FOU Miles Kelly Miles Kelly Publishing

Five-minute Stories The Hare and the Tortoise and other 

stories is perfect to introduce children aged 5+ to the 

wonderful world of storytelling. Simply retold and 

wonderfully illustrated, this book brings together 

charming tales that children will enjoy. Each story takes 

about 5 minutes to read, making this book ideal for 

parents to read with young children who are starting to 

recognise words. The easy-to-read text also allows 

independent readers or older children to read aloud 

with confidence. Stories included: Chicken Licken, The 

Three Little Pigs, The Hare and the Tortoise, Little Red 

Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The 

Gingerbread Man.

9781848104358
Five-minute stories: The Princess and 

the Pea
FOU Miles Kelly Miles Kelly Publishing

Five-minute Stories Princess and the Pea and other 

stories is perfect to introduce children aged 5+ to the 

wonderful world of storytelling. Simply retold and 

wonderfully illustrated, this book brings together 

charming tales that children will enjoy. Each story takes 

about 5 minutes to read, making this book ideal for 

parents to read with young children who are starting to 

recognise words. The easy-to-read text also allows 

independent readers or older children to read aloud 

with confidence. Stories included: The Seven Ravens, 

The Golden Touch, The Sword in the Stone, The Princess 

and the Pea, The Twelve Dancing Princesses, The Frog 

Prince.

9781848104372
Five-minute stories: The Ugly duckling 

and other stories
FOU Miles Kelly Miles Kelly Publishing

Five-minute Stories The Hare and the Tortoise and other 

stories is perfect to introduce children aged 5+ to the 

wonderful world of storytelling. Simply retold and 

wonderfully illustrated, this book brings together 

charming tales that children will enjoy. Each story takes 

about 5 minutes to read, making this book ideal for 

parents to read with young children who are starting to 

recognise words. The easy-to-read text also allows 

independent readers or older children to read aloud 

with confidence. Stories included: The Cat and the 

Mouse, The Ugly Duckling, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 

The Seven Little Kids, The Sagacious Monkey and the 

Boar, How the Camel got his hump.

0790116790 Flags INT Steve Pattrick Shortland Publications

Throughout the ages, flags have had special meanings 

for the people who fly them.  In this book, the author 

explores the role flags have played and looks at the 

significance of flags in our lives today.



9781847150059 Fleas! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - a boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits! He's full to bursting with madcap plans and crazy 

ideas, and if it's trouble you're after, look no further - 

Bertie's sure to be up to his neck in it. Join Bertie as he 

takes a flea-ridden Whiffer to the vet, does a naughty 

dare at school and gets a ride in shiny red fire engine! 

9781869285821 Flipside - Siyagruva SEN
Karen Jeynes and Eshaam 

September
David Philip Publishers

What’s it like coming into a well-established group? 

Rashaad’s cousin finds out when she joins the Siyagruva 

Scene. Also, why is Thabiso behaving as if he wants to 

get out of the Scene? What’s going on?

9780624039037 Fly, Eagle, Fly! - An African Tale INT Christopher Gregorowski Tafelberg Publishing 

Fly, Eagle, Fly! is a stirring tale of hope, written by 

Christopher Gregorowski for his dying child. The basic 

parable tells of an African farmer who finds an 

abandoned eagle chick and takes it back to his farm. As 

the young eagle grows up among the chickens, it 

imagines that it is a chicken. A friend of the farmer 

notices the now grown eagle and tries to persuade the 

bird to fly, but fails twice. For the third attempt, the 

friend persuades the farmer to carry the bird to the top 

of a mountain in the darkness of night. As th dawn rises, 

the eagle spreads its great wings, launches itself 

forward, and flies ... 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781869283445 Flying High - Siyagruva SEN Russell H. Kaschula David Philip Publishers

Two pairs of Siyagruva dancers are whisked off to the 

United States – maybe to dance in Hollywood and 

Washington! But there are new experiences to be coped 

with first – romance for Rashaad and Zadie, and snow 

for Mncedisi!

9781847155085 Forgotten Puppy, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Emi looks forward to her weekend visits to her dad’s, but 

she’s sad that her Shiba Inu puppy, Rina, can’t come too. 

During the school holidays, Emi visits her dad for four 

whole days, and Rina is restless – what if Emi doesn’t 

come back? Determined to find her owner, Rina escapes 

and heads to the last place she saw Emi – the railway 

station…



9781431424559 Frederick R-1 Leo Lionni Jacana

Winter is coming, and all the mice are gathering food . . . 

except for Frederick. But when the days grow short and 

the snow begins to fall, it’s Frederick’s stories that warm 

the hearts and spirits of his fellow field mice. Winner of 

a 1967 Caldecott Honor, Frederick has been cherished 

by generations of readers.

isiZulu             

isiXhosa         

Afrikaans

9781770095137 Friend for Asanda, A 2-3 Carole Bloch Jacana

A cheerfully illustrated, light-hearted simple story (for 

first readers) of Asanda who considers a wide range of 

South African animals before deciding that Big Dog is her 

real friend. Reading fun alongside vocabulary building. 

The artwork is full of character and invites an inquiring 

eye.

isiXhosa 

TshiVenda 

Sesotho 

IsiZulu

9781869270506 Friends R-1
Erató-Nadia Bizos & Bettine 

Nixon
African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781847152305 Frightened Kitten, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

When Maddy’s best friend moves away, Maddy feels like 

she’ll never be able to replace her. To cheer her up, her 

parents get her a kitten – a gorgeous tortoiseshell who 

she calls Biscuit. Biscuit quickly settles into her new 

home, and can’t wait to go out for the first time and 

explore. But little does she know that a neighbour’s two 

big tom cats see the garden as their territory. Together, 

the mean cats do their best to scare off the new arrival, 

and soon poor Biscuit is frightened to go out at all and 

spends most of her time hidden away. Will Maddy ever 

find a way to help her beloved kitten?

9781783441464 Frog and the Birdsong R-1 Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

One autumn day Frog discovers a blackbird lying 

motionless in the grass. Worried, he asks his friends 

what can be the matter. Very gently and simply, then 

animals begin to understand the meaning of death and 

the beauty of life in this moving story



9781783441488 Frog and the Wide World FOU Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

When Frog hears that Rat is off in an adventure to 

explore the wide world, he excitedly joins him and they 

set off full of anticipation. But it doesn't take long for 

Frog to start missing his friends, Pig, Duck and Hare. He 

soon discovers that he was much happier leaving the 

wide world where it was, far from home.

9781783441501 Frog Finds a Friend FOU Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

When Frog finds a teddy bear all alone in the forest, he 

takes him home. Despite the derision of his friends, he 

plays football with him in the daytime, and tells him 

stories in the evening to teach the little bear to talk, 

which indeed he does! Soon all Frog's friends adore little 

bear too and give him special treats -- but even so, one 

day he doesn't want to play anymore, or to say anything. 

He wants to go home. But that doesn't mean he can't 

come back again, does it? No, it doesn't!

9781783441457 Frog in Love FOU Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

In the very first story to feature the loveable amphibian, 

Frog is feeling most unwell. He keeps getting hot, then 

cold, and something inside his chest is going 'thump, 

thump'. Hare says it means he's in love! But who with? 

And how can he show his devotion - perhaps by 

performing the biggest jump ever?

9781783441471 Frog in Winter FOU Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

Frog is taken by surprise when winter comes. He doesn't 

understand why everything is covered with white and he 

skids and slips on the icy pond. He is too cold to take 

part in any of the joyous fun that Duck is having skating 

or that Hare is having throwing snowballs. The animals 

band together to equip Frog for enjoying winter, and 

later they share in his rejoicing when spring arrives.

9781783441426 Frog is Frightened FOU Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

Frog and his friends, Duck and Pig, don't believe in 

ghosts, until they all hear frightening noises in the dead 

of night. They huddle together for comfort in Pig's bed, 

but in the morning it is Hare who gets a real fright when 

he finds Frog's house empty and gets no answer at Pig's 

because the three friends are now fast asleep!

9781783441525 Frog is Sad FOU Max Velthuijs Andersen Press

Frog is miserable, and he cannot see why. Nobody has 

upset him, and nothing has gone wrong particularly, but 

he still feels blue. Then one of his stalwart friends makes 

him laugh, and suddenly he realises he's not sad 

anymore. He still doesn't know why he was so sad in the 

first place, but it doesn't matter. A perfect book to 

explore emotions and mood swings.



9781869285777 From Belhar to Bollywood - Siyagruva SEN Clive E. Smith David Philip Publishers

A famous Indian choreographer comes calling at the 

Siyagruva Scene. Three new dancers join the group, and 

cause some ripples. Regan is forced to admit something 

he’s kept quiet about for a long time. Thabiso finds a 

soulmate. And a whole new world opens up for 

Raymondo.

9781869271077 From sky to sea FOU Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781869270216 Fruit for the class R-1 Erató-Nadia Bizos African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781471406805 Genuine Fraud SEN E. Lockhart Hot Key Books

Imogen is a runaway heiress, an orphan, a cook, and a 

cheat. Jule is a fighter, a social chameleon, and an 

athlete. An intense friendship. A disappearance. A 

murder, or maybe two.  A bad romance, or maybe three. 

Blunt objects, disguises, blood, and chocolate. The 

American dream, superheroes, spies, and villains. A girl 

who refuses to give people what they want from her. A 

girl who refuses to be the person she once was.

9781847150738 Germs! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - a boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits! What kind of trouble will Bertie get into next? 

This time, his trio of adventures feature a flea-ridden the 

dog, a dangerous dare at school, and a shiny red fire 

engine.

9781770103337
Get me started Sipho Hlongwane (The 

Youngsters Series)
SEN Sipho Hlongwane Pan Macmillan

Sipho Hlongwane is a self-taught and award-winning 

journalist who contributes to the Mail & Guardian’s 

Thought Leader site as well as Daily Maverick and other 

publications. 



9781431428571 Gift of the Sun, The 2-3 Dianne Stewart Jacana

All Thulani wants is a simple life basking in the sun. Tired 

of milking the cow, he exchanges it for a goat…the goat 

for a sheep…the sheep for three geese…until all he has 

left is a pocket of sunflower seeds!  But the sunflower 

seeds feed the hens, the hens lay more eggs than ever, 

and before long Thulani is enjoying the gift of his new-

found fortune.

Afrikaans 

isiZulu 

isiXhosa

9781847150790 Ginger the Stray Kitten INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Rosie loves visiting the stray cats that live on the farm 

near her gran's house. Her favourite is a tiny kitten who 

she calls Ginger, because of his lovely orange fur. At first 

Ginger is very shy, then gradually he learns to trust 

Rosie. But when the farm is sold to developers and the 

builders start work, the little kitten is terrified - the other 

cats have disappeared and he's all alone. Suddenly the 

world is a very scary place... 

9781919888804 Giraffe's Walk R-1 Jeremy Grimsdell Songololo

Essentially, this is a counting book with an African 

setting, but much more than that! Each number from 1 

to 10 has two African creatures, an animal and a bird, to 

be ‘counted’. Presented in attractive, soft water-colours 

against genuine African bush scenes, the young viewer is 

being subtly trained in observation and How to read a 

picture. Each creature is accurately portrayed: no cute 

caricatures. In the final double-spread of this large-

paged book comes a visual challenge and a delightful 

memory test. 

Sesotho 

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa

9781869283469 Girl goes missing SEN Clive E. Smith David Philip Publishers

The police can't solve the kidnapping cases. They bring in 

crack detective Botes.  Then Shelley can't cope at home 

and gets into a tight spot.  Not even Siyagruver friends 

can help her. In the end, Shelley gets what she wants - or 

does she?....



9781431427963 Go! - Little hands book R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Go!, which 

features transportation methods, counting, and sounds; 

I Love Bananas, which highlights foods and variety; 

Let’s Get Ready!, which focuses on getting dressed, 

preparing for the day, and counting; and Play with Me!, 

which introduces children to colors and the concepts of 

choice and play.

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781770097032 God's Dream R-1
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 

Douglas Carlton Abrams
Jacana

A large-paged, welcoming picture book about all the 

Children of God in the world. In simple language, the 

text queries what we dream about and what God 

dreams about. It’s a prayer for unity and understanding, 

accepting that we speak different languages and have

different ways of talking to God. The dream has God 

“smiling like a rainbow”. Thoroughly recommended for 

children.

IsiZulu     

IsiXhosa 

Tshivenda 

Afrikaans  

Siswati        

Sepedi

9781431428502 Gogo's List 2-3 Portia Dery Jacana

Fatima is determined to save the day. She will help Gogo 

with her to-do list and everyone will realise that she is a 

big girl now!  But things don't go exactly as she 

expected…

Afrikaans 

isiZulu 

isiXhosa

9781431406104 Goldilocks and the Three Rhinos R-1 Joan Rankin Jacana

Goldilocks was not supposed to be in the forest alone, 

but she didn’t always do as she was told. Join Goldilocks 

as she stumbles across the Rhino family’s home, 

unknowingly dabbling in their daily activities, and the 

hilarity that follows. This classic tale is brought to life 

through magical illustrations by Joan Rankin. Goldilocks 

is retold with an African flair, to inspire and grow a love 

of reading in our children.

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Afrikaans

9780521713634 Good plan, A 2-3 Kerry Saadien- Raad Cambridge University Press

Four friends have clashing ideas and it needs combined 

group work to achieve a result. The kind of logical 

thinking, including measurements, which is needed in 

mathematics.

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans      

Sepedi



9781485600725 Greedy Man, Kind Rock INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

In a land not so far away and not that long ago, 

Hlohlesakhe and his family lived happily, until a terrible 

drought came to the land. People went hungry and 

starved until they got so thin you could count the ribs of 

a grown man through his clothes. One day, while he was 

desperately looking for something to take home to feed 

his family, Hlohlesakhe wandered deep into the forest in 

search of roots and berries ...

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9780796026828 Guineafowl and other stories, The INT G.N. Bangeni Shuter & Shooter

Ten beautifully illustrated, traditional South African 

folktales. Each story entertains, and in true African folk-

tale fashion, also has a moral lesson.

9780744598155 Handa's Hen R-1 Eileen Browne Walker Books

When Handa and her friend Akeyo go looking for 

Grandma's black hen Mondi, they find two fluttery 

butterflies round the hen house, three stripy mice under 

the grain store, four little lizards behind the pots… but 

where is Mondy? 

9780744536348 Handa's Surprise R-1 Eileen Browne Walker Books

Handa puts seven delicious fruits in a basket to take to 

her friend, Akeyo. But as she walks, carrying the basket 

on her head, various creatures steal her fruits. Handa 

walks on, wondering which of the fruits her friend will 

like best, oblivious to the fact that her basket is now 

empty. But then, behind her, a goat charges into a 

tangerine tree and fills Handa's basket with the fruit. 

"Hello, Akeyo," she greets her friend. "I've brought you a 

surprise." But when she lifts off her basket, it's Handa 

who gets the biggest surprise. Akeyo, meanwhile, is 

delighted, because tangerines are her favourite fruit!

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9780340970355 Handsome Hog 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

On the Great Grassy African Plain Handsome Hog had a 

beautiful smooth coat and an extremely elegant tail. This 

is the story of how Handsome Hog lost his looks and 

became known as Warthog to the other animals.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi



9780747570721
Harry Potter and the order of the 

phoenix
SEN J.K.Rowling Bloomsbury

Dumbledore lowered his hands and surveyed Harry 

through his half-moon glasses. 'It is time,' he said, 'for 

me to tell you what I should have told you five years 

ago, Harry. Please sit down. I am going to tell you 

everything.' Harry Potter is due to start his fifth year at 

Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizadry. He is 

desperate to get back to school and find out why his 

friends Ron and Hermione have been so secretive all 

summer. However, what Harry is about to discover in his 

new year at Hogwarts will turn his whole world upside 

down ...But before he even gets to school, Harry has an 

unexpected and frightening encounter with two 

Dementors, has to face a court hearing at the Ministry of 

Magic and has been escorted on a night-time 

broomstick ride to the secret headquarters of a 

mysterious group called 'The Order of the Phoenix'. And 

that is just the start. A gripping and electrifying novel, 

full of suspense, secrets, and - of course - magic.

9781847150806 Harry the Homeless Puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Grace can't have a puppy of her own, but she loves 

walking the dogs at the local animal shelter; her 

favourite is Harry, a lively Jack Russell puppy. Harry loves 

going for walks with Grace, and soon the two are best 

friends. But then Harry is re-homed and Grace is 

heartbroken. Grace knows she should be pleased that 

Harry has a home of his own, but she misses him terribly 

... and poor Harry doesn't understand at all - where has 

his beloved Grace gone? 

0435913239 - 

Bibsa pastel

9780435913236

Heinemann Book of African Poetry in 

English, The
SEN Adewale Maja-Pearce Heinemann

Gathers the work of varied African poets writing on 

themes relevant to the region.

9781928377382 Hello R-1 Jennie Marima Book Dash

Lolo has many lovely friends. They are Sun and Moon 

and Star and Bird too. She would love to introduce them 

to you.

9781849158435
Hello Baby - Mirror Discovery (Board 

book) 
R-1 Roger Priddy Priddy Books A very first high contrast book to share with your baby.



9780603563881 Hello Pooh, hello Piglet R-1 A.A. Milne Dean

A chunky board book with brightly-coloured tabs, 

perfect for little hands. Simple spreads and clear, easy-

to-read text make this an ideal format for early readers. 

Choose a picture tab to say hello to Winnie-the-Pooh 

and his friends and find out what they like doing best.

9781431401024 Herd Boy, The INT Niki Daly Jacana

Malusi is a herd boy who tends to his grandfather’s 

sheep and goats among the mountains of the Transkei. 

High above, eagles fly while on the ground below, 

beetles crawl, termites scurry and dust flies as Malusi 

plays games of stick-fighting with his friend. But there’s 

danger too…

Can Malusi save his lambs from the hungry baboon 

who’s stalking the flock?

IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans 

Siswati

9780521578707 Hic...hic… hiccups R-1 Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

Baby has hiccups. All sorts of remedies are tried (shown 

in suitably enjoyable pictures) without anything being 

successful until Papa makes Baby laugh by whirling him 

round in the air. Baby stops his hiccups: but then Papa 

starts!

Afrikaans 

isiNdebele 

Xitsonga 

isiXhosa 

Tshivenda 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Setswana

9781784401948 Hickory Dickory Dock R-1 Anonymous Igloo Books

Little Mouse is on an adventure in this wonderful version 

of the classic song. With exciting illustrations, this fun 

sound book is perfect for little readers. 

9781928474067 Hide and Seek 2-3 Munene Joyce Baadjie Room to Read
Mouse drives Cat crazy, because she always wins at hide-

and-seek. But one day, Cat comes up with a clever plan
isiZulu Siswati

9781919876870 High heels and hijack - Siyagruva SEN Nibor Nalam David Philip Publishers

Of course, Shelley knows better than her mother! Or 

does she? Tonight is a big night for her -but it could end 

in disaster. Nothing gets Thabiso down!

But what happens the night he’s not in his wheelchair? 

Can his wits pull him through?

IsiXhosa



9781431427956 Hippo and his friends - Little hands book R-1 Tuelo Gabonewe Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Hippo and his 

friends, which features animals and what they love to 

do; That's better!, a story about Sipho and his feelings; 

Knock, knock!, dicover what's behind the closed door as 

the child learns to count; and Look at me!, which 

introduces children to varies activities to do. 

siXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780141359373 Hold me closer - The Tiny Cooper story SEN David Levithan Penguin books

Jazz hands at the ready! Tiny Cooper (“the world’s 

largest person who is also really, really gay”) stole 

readers’ hearts when he was introduced to the world in 

the New York Times bestselling book Will Grayson, Will 

Grayson, co-authored by John Green and David 

Levithan. Now Tiny finally gets to tell his story—from his 

fabulous birth and childhood to his quest for true love 

and his infamous parade of ex-boyfriends—the way he 

always intended: as a musical! Filled with honesty, 

humor, and “big, lively, belty” musical numbers, the 

novel is told through the full script of the musical first 

introduced in Will Grayson, Will Grayson. 

9781447267249 Hooray for Hoppy! R-1 Tim Hopgood Macmillan Children's Books

When Hoppy the rabbit wakes up on the first day of 

spring, he discovers a world full of wonderful things! But 

after he's sniffed the fresh air, listened to the singing 

birds and tasted the fresh green grass, he starts to feel a 

little lonely. And so he finds a way to wake up his friends 

so they can enjoy the sights, smells and sounds of spring 

all together.

9781431425259 Hooray! Thoko INT Niki Daly Jacana

Here comes Thoko! Thoko is resourceful! Thoko is full of 

fun! Thoko is kindhearted! Niki Daly makes reading 

about life as a kid entertaining and realistic with his 

delightful new local heroine, Thoko. Thoko skips through 

life, leaving behind a trail of laughter and a few frowns. 

She will become your new favourite friend. This is the 

first book in the Thoko series with four easy-to-read 

stories. 

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans



9781847154613 Horror! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

In Horror! join Bertie as he sneaks into a scary film, 

meets a bad-tempered guard dog on his paper round 

and ruins a priceless work of art on a school trip!

9781869270735 House of snails, A 2-3 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781485601364 How Dassie missed getting a tail INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

All was well in the big, big forest. The King of the animals 

was very happy; his subjects were happy and they 

served him so well that the King asked himself: “My, my, 

what can I do to make my people happier still?” But one 

of the animals misses out.  

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9789766458119 How spiders live 2-3 Fred and Jeanne Biddulph Sunshine books

Sunshine Books are a series of Foundation Phase graded 

readers for First Additional Language (FAL) learners of 

English. They are also recommended for Home Language 

learners (HL). The content of each reader is carefully 

selected to interest and stimulate learners in South 

Africa while the language used ensures a satisfying 

reading experience at increasing levels of difficulty. Each 

grade contains a balanced selection of fiction and non-

fiction books. In addition there are books in Grade 1 and 

2 which introduce learners to concepts such as size, 

shape and colour. 

9781786170347 How the Camel got his hump R-1 Miles Kelly Miles Kelly Publishing

A classic Rudyard Kipling story has been simply retold for 

little ones in this beautiful picture book.  Bright 

illustrations on every page accompany the wonderfully 

funny tale, making it perfect for reading aloud.



9781919876757 How the hippopotamus lost its fur 2-3 Jean Mbonyi and Jean Fullalove David Philip Publishers

Once, a very old king needed a successor to his throne, 

so he set his people a puzzling task - to bring him an 

"oh!" and an "ah!". A clever young fellow settled in the 

kingdom, and he knew just where to find an "oh!" and 

an "ah!".

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga 

TshiVenda

9780750299411 How to design the world's best robot INT Paul Mason Wayland

Imagine someone gave you a sackful of money and told 

you to build a robot. You'd definitely want it to be the 

best robot in the world. But how do you go about 

designing THAT? Armed with your own imagination and 

some smart research, find out how you can transform a 

fantasy design into an actual dream product. You'll apply 

real-world design considerations to your ideas, refining 

your design to make it workable and achievable as it 

takes shape.

9780340626856 Hungry Hyena 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Hungry Hyena steals Fish Eagle's dinner and sets off a 

chain of events which leads to the hyenas reaching for 

the moon ... with disastrous results. This is the story of 

how Hungry Hyena came to slink about on the great 

African plain and how Fish Eagle soars in the clouds.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9781431425334 Hyena and the Seven Little Kids, The 2-3 Carole Bloch Jacana

The old folktale of the Wolf at the door, though this time 

it’s a Hyena wearing red trousers and the setting is a 

South African township. Granny Goat leaves her seven 

little kids with strict instructions not to open the door to 

anyone. A bold, effective picture book with an important 

moral.

Afrikaans 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu

9781485626947 I am Earth R-1 Thembinkosi Kohli David Philip Publishers

In this exciting new children’s book, Thembinkosi Kohli’s 

illustrations encourage young readers to connect with 

the world they live in. His bright and cheerful images, 

which are accompanied by short bursts of text, explain 

in an easy to understand visual language not only our 

connection to the earth as human beings but its 

importance in our everyday lives. This story is a great 

read for the whole family, especially children aged 

between 4 – 8 years old.



9781868404797 I am fed up ABET Seth Mudzanani New Readers Publishers 

Pastor Gwambe has huge problems. Then he decides on 

a final solution. However, things do not go according to 

plan.

9781485626831 I am Water R-1 Thembinkosi Kohli David Philip Publishers

In this exciting new children’s book, Thembinkosi Kohli’s 

illustrations encourage young readers to connect with 

the world they live in. His bright and cheerful images, 

which are accompanied by short bursts of text, explain 

in an easy to understand visual language not only our 

connection to the earth as human beings but its 

importance in our everyday lives. This story is a great 

read for the whole family, especially children aged 

between 4 – 8 years old.

9781770098336 I Could be anywhere FOU Catherine Groenewald Jacana

Thandi and her doll Nosipho dream of a better life but 

ultimately realise that Thandi's grandmother's love 

surpasses all.

IsiXhosa 

TshiVenda 

Sepedi 

Afrikaans 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu

9781431404919 I know that! INT Maryanne Bester Jacana

Continuing the Bester sisters’ beloved Cool Nguni series, 

I Know That follows Gaps, the Nguni calf, as he 

introduces his friend, the youngest Cattle Egret, to the 

library. The little Cattle Egret is anxious for Gaps to think 

of him as smart, and every chance he gets he claims to 

know almost everything about everything! But when 

Gaps shows him the exciting world of reading and books, 

the Egret discovers that there is so much more to get 

from learning than just shouting “I know that!” A book 

that truly celebrates and encourages a love of reading – 

this book should be in every library.

isiZulu           

Afrikaans        

Ndebele        

isiXhosa         

Siswati

9781869270322 I like rice R-1 Don Long African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.



9781431427970 I love bananas - Little hands book R-1 Zukiswa Wanner Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Go!, which 

features transportation methods, counting, and sounds; 

I Love Bananas, which highlights foods and variety; 

Let’s Get Ready!, which focuses on getting dressed, 

preparing for the day, and counting; and Play with Me!, 

which introduces children to colors and the concepts of 

choice and play.

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781869270230 I read R-1 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781920134815 I Read: Rapunzel INT Talita van Graan Fantasi Books

This series was designed specifically to help beginner 

readers learn how to read. The well-known stories, 

exciting art work and simple, repetitive text ensure a 

successful first independent read. The text and 

illustrations are mutually supportive so children can read 

on their own without difficulty.

9781920134945 I Read: The Little Red Hen INT Talita van Graan Fantasi Books

This series was designed specifically to help beginner 

readers learn how to read. The well-known stories, 

exciting art work and simple, repetitive text ensure a 

successful first independent read. The text and 

illustrations are mutually supportive so children can read 

on their own without difficulty.

9781920134938
I Read: The Old Lady who swallowed a 

Fly
INT Talita van Graan Fantasi Books

This series was designed specifically to help beginner 

readers learn how to read. The well-known stories, 

exciting art work and simple, repetitive text ensure a 

successful first independent read. The text and 

illustrations are mutually supportive so children can read 

on their own without difficulty.



9781920134822 I Read: The Tin Soldier INT Talita van Graan Fantasi Books

This series was designed specifically to help beginner 

readers learn how to read. The well-known stories, 

exciting art work and simple, repetitive text ensure a 

successful first independent read. The text and 

illustrations are mutually supportive so children can read 

on their own without difficulty.

9781920134792 I Read: The Wizard of Oz INT Talita van Graan Fantasi Books

This series was designed specifically to help beginner 

readers learn how to read. The well-known stories, 

exciting art work and simple, repetitive text ensure a 

successful first independent read. The text and 

illustrations are mutually supportive so children can read 

on their own without difficulty.

9781920134969 I Read: Why the Sea is Salty INT Talita van Graan Fantasi Books

This series was designed specifically to help beginner 

readers learn how to read. The well-known stories, 

exciting art work and simple, repetitive text ensure a 

successful first independent read. The text and 

illustrations are mutually supportive so children can read 

on their own without difficulty.

9780007846764 I want my Mum 2-3 Tony Ross HarperCollins Publishers

When things don't go well for the Little Princess, she 

knows there is only one person who can make them 

better, so she yells, "I WANT MY MUM!" But when the 

Little Princess finally learns to cope on her own, how 

does the Queen feel?

9780521719490 I'm a lot like you 2-3 Kerry Saadien-Raad Cambridge University Press

Fictional story of a girl living with HIV, but still able to 

have a life much the same as her friends. She has to be 

careful, because of the virus in her blood. A simple 

starting point for discussion about AIDS and infectious 

diseases, as well as hygiene and sensible diet.

Setswana 

isiXhosa Zulu 

Afrikaans         

Sepedi

9781919876993 In the fast lane - Siyagruva SEN Nokuthula Mazibuko David Philip Publishers

Remember, there are people affected by HIV as well as 

well as people infected by HIV. This is something 

Brunette and Samantha have no reason to worry about, 

until they go on holiday to the home of Brunette’s 

mother in Soweto. Suddenly they’re living with HIV and 

have to learn - quick!

IsiXhosa           

isiZulu



9780624047681 In the Never-Ever Wood INT Linda Rode Tafelberg Publishing 

Join us on a journey to the Never-Ever Wood, where an 

enduring world of stories awaits readers young and old.

 Here are sixty stories, selected and retold by fairy-tale 

lover and compiler of children’s books Linda Rode. A 

short annotation at the end of each story points out the 

land of origin and puts the stories from Africa, Europe, 

the East and other parts of the world in context with one 

another.

9781783435739
Incy Wincy Spider and other rhymes - 

Board Book
R-1 Igloo Books

Beautifully illustrated board book of children rhymes 

which includes sound buttons for sing along.

9780624082903 Ink INT Ingrid Mennen Tafelberg Publishing 

Tinka becomes aware of words, language and writing. 

She names her family members one by one: her mum, 

her dad, her little brother Slip, sister Rosie and baby Jas. 

She draws a paper doll resembling a girl like herself on a 

sheet of newsprint. The paper doll is named “Ink”. Tinka 

introduces her new friend to all her favourite story 

books, because, “A book is like a friend, with the best 

stories to tell”. 

6009700649179 Insects (Board book) R-1 Flash and learn

9780521715546 Is it Safe? 2-3 Reviva Schermbrucker Cambridge University Press

A small boy watches his family and wonders where is the 

best place to keep money safe. Everyone has a different 

idea. This leads to considering the purpose of money 

itself. Cheerfully illustrated.

Afrikaans 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu

9781849414432 Is that what friends do? FOU Marjorie Newman Red Fox

 Monkey and Elephant decide to be friends. But the path 

to perfect friendship is a bit rocky as Monkey slides, 

glides and pirouettes through the relationship, leaving 

Elephant to fend for himself. Will Monkey and Elephant 

ever make a team? 



9780796029065 Ithemba means hope INT Gcina Mhlope Shuter & Shooter

Themba and Philisiwe have been friends for as long as 

they can remember. But then HIv and AIDS crash into 

their lives to threaten their friendship and their dreams. 

The friends learn about anti-retrovirals and how they 

can change people’s lives.

9781770093935 It's time! R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Time can be a difficult concept for small children. Here 

the text follows through the activities of a normal day 

with an eye on the clock.

Ndebele 

Afrikaans 

IsiZulu Siswati 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa

9781847156105 Jackpot! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie in Jackpot!, his 25th adventure as he wins the 

lottery (or thinks he does), cooks up a storm in the 

kitchen and finds himself face to face with a ghostly 

demon dolly!

9781869284398 Jacques Attack - Siyagruva SEN Karen Jeynes and Nkuli Sibeko David Philip Publishers

A hot and happening dance champion from overseas 

enters the Siyagruvers’ lives. Will some longstanding 

friendships survive this? The whole idea of student 

exchanges comes into focus.

9781431421732 Jafta R-1 Hugh Lewin Jacana

Jafta, a young boy growing up in Africa, describes some 

of his everyday feelings by comparing his actions to 

those of various African animals. The book is filled with 

rich illustrations and clever similes to explain all sorts of 

feelings and actions. 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781431421756 Jafta's Father R-1 Hugh Lewin Jacana

Jafta’s father is coming home. He has been away for a 

very long time, but things are changing in his country 

and now he can return. Jafta will be able to tell him 

about all the things that he has missed, and Jafta’s 

father will answer questions that no one else can 

answer. There’ll be a homecoming party bigger than 

Nomsa’s wedding. Because Jafta’s father is coming 

home at last. 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans



9781431421749 Jafta's Mother R-1 Hugh Lewin Jacana

Jafta describes his mother by comparing her to the earth 

and nature. He starts his descriptions with sunrise and 

goes through his daily tasks until bedtime. Jafta’s love 

for his mother is present in every step of his day.

IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780521719421 Jake 2-3 Janet Hurst-Nicholson Cambridge University Press

Baby Jake lives in a home that is far from safe as his 

family discover repeatedly. However, their answer to the 

problem is to confine Jake inside a play-pen. Plenty to 

discuss here around home safety rules. Enjoyably 

illustrated.

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Setswana

9781919888132 Jam Tin and the Teacup, The INT Reviva Schermbrucker Songololo

When the jam tin asks the teacup for her hand in 

marriage, she rudely turns him down. The teacup thinks 

she is better than anyone else on the shelf. But the jam 

tin knows that, in one more important way, he is better 

than the teacup.

9781868978250 Jasper: Fun in the park R-1 Linda Weber Clever Books 
Learn about opposites with Jasper and Bibi as they play 

in the park. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Ndebele

9781770210745 Jasper: In the garden R-1 Jenni Butler Clever Books 

Do you know what creatures live hidden in your garden? 

Come into the garden with Jasper and Bibi and explore 

and learn with them. Level 2

9781868979417 Jasper: Jasper's new bike R-1 Jenni Butler Clever Books 
Jasper has a new bike. Look how fast he can go! Faster 

and faster… watch out, Jasper!



9781868979653 Jasper: On the farm R-1 Linda de Klerk Clever Books 

Uncle Sam invites Jasper and Bibi to visit his farm. Join 

them as they learn about all the animals that live on the 

farm. Level 1

9781868979530 Jasper: On the move R-1 Linda Weber Clever Books 

Let's go for a drive. Where is Mom taking Jasper and 

Bibi? Look at all the different kinds of things that move 

in this story about transport. Level 1

9781868979172 Jasper: Waiting for Bella R-1 Linda Weber Clever Books 

Bibi is looking forward to her friend Bella's visit. But how 

does Bibi feel when things don't go according to plan? 

Gr R level 1

9781919764733 Jasper: What a deep dive! R-1 François Maree Clever Books 

An easy, understandable large-print story for self-

reading and reading aloud, with cheerful and colourful 

illustrations. Interactive with My First Rhyme-Time 

Wordbook. 

9781919764696 Jasper: What a party! R-1 François Maree Clever Books 

An easy, understandable large-print story for self-

reading and reading aloud, with cheerful and colourful 

illustrations. Interactive with My First Rhyme-Time 

Wordbook. 

9781847151179 Jess the lonely puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

When Chloe’s big brother Will breaks his leg, he’s stuck 

in hospital for weeks. Mum and Dad are frantic, and 

there’s no one to look after Will’s Border Collie puppy, 

Jess. Jess is miserable and lonely, and so is Chloe. But 

Chloe doesn’t really like dogs, and Jess only wants Will. 

Can the two of them ever be friends?



9780796303110 Jesus Blesses the Children INT Gloria Truitt Lux Verbi.BM

Jesus loves all people-big and small. God chose children 

to be His own in Baptism, and He will continue to 

strengthen their faith through the guidance of His Holy 

Spirit. The Arch(R) Book series tells popular Bible stories 

through fun-to-read rhymes and bright illustrations. This 

well-loved series captures the attention of children, 

telling scripturally sound stories that are enjoyable and 

easy to remember. 

9780330538817 Journey to the River Sea SEN Eva Ibbotson Pan Macmillan

It is 1910 and Maia, tragically orphaned at 13, has been 

sent from England to start a new life with distant 

relatives in Manaus, hundreds of miles up the Amazon. 

She is accompanied by an eccentric and mysterious 

governess who has secret reasons of her own for making 

the journey. Both soon discover an exotic world bursting 

with new experiences in this highly colourful, joyous and 

award-winning adventure.

9780521713610 Journey, A 2-3
Daphne Paizee and Kerry Saadien-

Raad
Cambridge University Press

A family goes on a journey by train, then taxi with plenty 

of places and people to see. Along the way come such 

concepts as comparing sizes, cost and capacity. Lively, 

enjoyable artwork.

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho

BIBSA00010 Joy Book, The FOU Andrea Buchanan The Joy Project

The JOY Book gives small children the tools they need to 

build happy, healthy relationships. It teaches them about 

the 9 fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, friendliness and self-

control. More importantly, it also teaches them how to 

share these values with others. The JOY Book serves as a 

compass for fruitful living and helps children understand 

what matters most in life.

isiXhosa                       

Afrikaans

9781928442158 Just like me R-1 Mary-Anne Hampton Book Dash
It’s Rahah’s birthday party. Mum wants to know who she 

will invite. Will they all fit in?

9781431421084 Kachoo 123 R-1 Tina Scotford Jacana

Set in the Land of Kachoo, little ones are introduced to 

all the familiar Kachoo animals in amusing attire, 

performing interesting actions. Follow the animals from 

1-20 and A-Z: from our sharp-toothed friends the 

crocodiles, the fierce lions proudly parading, and the 

flamingos preparing for flight to the moles digging 

without light, the gigantic elephants trumpeting, and the 

bats busy bustling. 



9781431408955 Kachoo ABC R-1 Tina Scotford Jacana

Set in the Land of Kachoo, little ones are introduced to 

all the familiar Kachoo animals in amusing attire, 

performing interesting actions. Follow the animals from 

1-20 and A-Z: from our sharp-toothed friends the 

crocodiles, the fierce lions proudly parading, and the 

flamingos preparing for flight to the moles digging 

without light, the gigantic elephants trumpeting, and the 

bats busy bustling. 

9780521713573 Keep the Change! 2-3 Kerry Saadien- Raad Cambridge University Press

It's Ryan's lucky day when a one hundred rand note falls 

into his hands. Ryan knows just what he wants to do 

with it and this sets up a chain of events where his family 

and friends buy gifts for themselves and also for their 

loved ones. Ryan is surprised at the end of the story 

when his generosity in sharing the money benefits him 

in the end. The main Mathematics themes in this story 

are those of money, buying and working out change

isiZulu 

Sesotho 

isiXhosa 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9780620525909 Kgabo learns to use the magic words INT Bandile Sikwane Ginger Goat Publications

When Kgabo finds himself in a spot of bother involving ill-

tempered and dangerous bees; his adventure-loving 

friends devise a cunning plan to rescue him. But will it 

work? Kgabo, the lovable but mischievous monkey 

teaches us that we can all get by with a little help from 

our friends. 

Setswana

9781431423484 Kgalagadi Tales INT Hanneke du Preez Jacana

Kgalagadi (Pronounced Ga’laga’di) is the Tswana name 

for the wilderness, which falls within the borders of 

South Africa, Botswana, and Namibia. It is the hunting 

ground of the nomadic Bushmen and the home of the 

several Tswana tribes who call themselves Bakgalagadi 

(people of the wilderness). The author collected the 

stories during her years as a safari guide in Botswana. In 

retelling these stories of the Bushmen the author has 

retained, as far as possible, the essence of the original. 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Xitsonga 

Sepedi 

TshiVenda 

Afrikaans 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho

9781770102460
Khaya Dlanga: In my arrogant opinion 

(The Youngsters Series)
SEN Khaya Dlanga Pan Macmillan

Award-winning blogger and advertising guy who never 

eats black jelly babies Khaya Dlanga discusses issues of 

racism, love and sex, money, gender and more. Khaya's 

humour mixed with opinion is a recipe guaranteed to 

make you think and laught out loud.



9781847154224 Kidnapped Kitten, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Tia has always wanted a cat and is thrilled when her 

family get a Bengal kitten. Milly is the most beautiful cat 

she has ever seen – and the cleverest, too. When Tia 

hears rumours about local cat thieves she decides to 

keep Milly inside. But Milly is far too lively to stay shut in 

the house for long. One day, Tia comes home from 

school and Milly is nowhere to be seen. Tia has a very 

bad feeling. What if her adorable kitten has been stolen?

9781847151568 Kiss! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Dirty Bertie - the boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits - is back for another helping of comic chaos! Join 

Bertie as he struggles to escape from the clutches of 

Angela Nicely, looks after the elderly class hamster, ends 

up with a star solo trumpet performance, even though 

he's never played one before...

9781770098046 Kite's Flight,A INT William Gumede Jacana

This richly illustrated book tells the story of how Andile 

and his father make a beautiful kite. While flying the 

kite, its string breaks releasing the kite and taking 

readers on an epic journey across Africa. From the 

thundering Victoria Falls and the snow tops of 

Kilimanjaro, to the Sahara deserts and ancient Egyptian 

Pyramids, follow the kite’s flight over some of the great 

landmarks of Africa!

Sesotho 

Siswati 

Setswana 

Ndebele 

Xitsonga

9781847151971 Kitten nobody wanted, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Mia still hasn’t got over her cat’s death – she had Tibby 

for as long as she can remember and can’t ever imagine 

having another pet. But one day, just before Christmas, 

she finds out that her friend’s cat has had kittens. Over 

the holidays she goes round to play with them. Mia’s 

parents think she has coped with Tibby’s loss, and 

surprise her by saying she can have the last kitten, 

Whiskers. Mia’s not sure she’s ready yet – although she 

loves Whiskers, she feels guilty about Tibby. Can Mia 

bring herself to keep the new kitten?

9781431427949 Knock, knock! - Little hands book R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Hippo and his 

friends, which features animals and what they love to 

do; That's better!, a story about Sipho and his feelings; 

Knock, knock!, dicover what's behind the closed door as 

the child learns to count; and Look at me!, which 

introduces children to varies activities to do. 

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans



9781920004224 Kwajo and the Brassman's secret INT Meshack Asare Shuter & Shooter

Kwajo's father makes traditional small figures. One day, 

he makes him a little brass drummer who comes alive 

and transforms Kwajo into a land of proverbs and 

riddles. It is a land where the figures represent money, 

and the people are citizens in a powerful kingdom. 

Kwajo is tempted by riches but must first decode a 

series of riddles and symbols. He falls at the last test, but 

nonetheless learns an important lesson.

9781485627050 Kwezi 10-12 Collector's Edition SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Mpisi has been working very hard to create an "anti-

Super" campaign, while our team of heroes have been 

saving lives and helping Mamadou find his family.

A show-down in the desert plus new supers are a mere 

distraction from what's actually happening in the pit. 

Mohao finally sees the prophecy of his people come 

true but realises that the story may have been distorted.

9781485622727 Kwezi 1-3 Collector's Edition SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Kwezi is a young city dweller who discovers he has super 

human abilities. His journey starts off as a self-serving 

narcissist who only uses his abilities to further his social 

status. This is until he is tracked down by three 

individuals who exhibit similar evolutionary talents. It is 

not long until Kwezi is confronted with the truth about 

his powers and is faced with an important decision: to 

carry out his life serving no particular purpose, or joining 

his new companions on a journey to discover who he 

really is and what he is destined to be. 

isiXhosa          

IsiZulu

9781485622970 Kwezi 4-6 Collector's Edition SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Soon after Kwezi arrives, following a confrontation with 

his parents and a fall out with Azania, he is made aware 

of a scared , mystical mission which he must undertake 

in order to ascend to his truer, higher self. Meanwhile in 

the Namib desert, en route to seek counsel about the 

unravelling prophecy, Mohau and Khoi encounter "The 

Three Pillars", inter dimensional guardians who will stop 

at nothing to protect the seer. Back in the Gold City, 

something sinister is quietly brewing through the vicious 

hands of Mr Mpisi. 

isiXhosa          

IsiZulu



9781485625810 Kwezi 7-9 Collector's Edition SEN Loyiso Mkize David Philip Publishers

Gold city is in for a big surprise! Mr Mpisi and his cohorts 

have met secretly to devise a plot to undo the rise of 

Kwezi and the superhero phenomena. They unleash 

Mamadou, a raging giant from the hidden land of the 

hyena to wreak havoc in the city centre. With Mohau 

and Khoi still in inter-dimensional travel, and Kwezi yet 

to gain new insights and powers back home, all is left to 

an introspective Azania to protect the city. 

9781869280994 Laduma! 2-3
Nompumelelo Zama Elton 

Leeman
David Philip Publishers

Peter dreamed of becoming a soccer star. But how could 

he if he didn't even have soccer boots? So Peter made a 

deal with his father. Would Peter be able to earn his 

boots?

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781928474197 Langutani's Trick 2-3
Langutani Christopher 

Makhubele
Room to Read

Langutani and his father are frustrated. The babbons 

come at night to eat and destroy their maze crops.  Can 

they stop the baboons?

Siswati

9781444936001 Laughing Giraffe 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

In the days long ago, Giraffe was the noisiest animal on 

the Great African Plain. He shouted a lot and he laughed 

all the time. This is the story of how the littlest Egret 

proved to Laughing Giraffe that you don't need to be 

loud to be heard.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9781431427987 Let's get ready! - Little hands book R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Go!, which 

features transportation methods, counting, and sounds; 

I Love Bananas, which highlights foods and variety; 

Let’s Get Ready!, which focuses on getting dressed, 

preparing for the day, and counting; and Play with Me!, 

which introduces children to colors and the concepts of 

choice and play.

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans



9781869284602 Lindiwe, our hero! 2-3 Michelle Schwartz David Philip Publishers

Tomas and Anneke came to stay at Makhulu's Bed and 

Breakfast. Everything was fine until Tomas lost his 

wallet. Lindiwe wanted to help find it, but everyome told 

her she was too young. They searched and couldn't find 

it. Lindiwe also searched… till she found the wallet. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781920004491 Lion and the Mosquito, The INT John Carmichael Shuter & Shooter

The great King of Beasts is challenged by a puny 

mosquito. The outcome isn’t what you might have 

expected!

9781431410217 Little Hands Books 4 (Board Book) R-1 Niki Daly Jacana

These new board book sets are written and illustrated by 

Niki Daly and Jude Daly, both of whom are locally and 

internationally successful. The concepts are simple and 

accessible to all toddlers, as anything new they discover 

in a book needs to be interpreted in their own way. We 

imagine that the audience may need a gentle and quite 

overt nudge into the world of images and words and 

include humour, whimsy and reader participation so that 

adults also interact with the children and the books.

Xitsonga 

IsiXhosa 

Sesotho         

isiZulu

9780521578677 Little lost goat, the 2-3
Amanda Jesperson, Sive Sonto, 

Caroline Mjindi, Brian Prehn
Cambridge University Press

A goat is not the best animal to have in the house. Xolani 

tries to find a home for what appears to be a lost goat. 

Plenty of amusing disturbance before the right home is 

found. Clear, cheerful artwork

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Afrikaans

9781920016838
Little Lucky Lolo and the Cola Cup 

competition
2-3 Adrian Varkel Pan Macmillan 

Little Lucky Lolo was the smallest boy at school. He 

loved to read, listen to music, and to dance. But most of 

all Little Lucky Lolo loved playing sport, and especially 

soccer. Little Lucky Lolo dreamed that one day he would 

play for his school team in the big Cola Cup Competition. 

Finally, Little Lucky Lolo got his chance. But can the 

smallest boy in school help win the township's biggest 

competition?

Ndebele              

Siswati       

Tshivenda       

Sesotho        

IsiZulu       

Setswana        

IsiXhosa



9781920247553 Little Lucky Lolo and the Very Big Boy 2-3 Adrian Varkel Pan Macmillan 

Little Lucky Lolo loved going to school. He loved learning 

from his teacher and seeing his friends. One day a new 

boy joined the class. Khulu was a big boy, a very big boy! 

Khulu eats all Lucky's lunch and takes a soccer ball! 

What could Little Lucky Lolo do? When Khulu ends up in 

trouble, will Lucky help him? 

Ndebele              

Setswana          

Sepedi       

Sesotho       

IsiXhosa

9781770098213 Little Red Hen, The INT Margie Orford Jacana

Little Red Hen is feeling peckish and decides to make 

bread. She makes a list of what she needs and sets out 

into the sunny morning. She asks her friends for help but 

they all say no! Will she have to do everything by 

herself?

IsiXhosa 

Sepedi 

Siswati IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9780007892402 Little Red Riding Hood INT Jonathan Langley HarperCollins Publishers
The tale of Little Red Riding Hood and her adventures 

with the wicked wolf is a favourite children's fairy story. 

9781869270643 Little seeds 2-3 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781869270377 Living things R-1 Jenny Katz & Bettine Nixon African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9780521578684 Lizo's Song 2-3 Christopher Hodson Cambridge University Press

The setting is the annual Minstrels Carnival. Lizo loves to 

sing – “I love to sing – nearly everything!” Sometimes he 

is praised, sometimes chased away. Then he joins one of 

the bands and (naturally) wins a prize. Happy bouncing 

colour pictures of Cape Town’s great fun day.

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

Xitsonga 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

TshiVenda 

Sesotho 

Sepedi           

Afrikaans



9781928474104 Lonely Prickly Pear, The 2-3 Nghamula Justice Maluleke Room to Read
None of the other trees want to play with Prickly Pear.  

Will he find a friend.

9781770094994 Long Trousers, The 2-3 Maryanne Bester Jacana

Intriguingly, the main characters of this picture 

storybook are Nguni cattle. The engaging story features 

a Platteland wedding with everyone too busy to help, 

though the love and the happiness is really there, after 

all. Thoroughly South African, with lively storytelling and 

gorgeous, vivacious cattle-family pictures.

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Sepedi 

TshiVenda 

Afrikaans 

Siswati IsiZulu 

Sesotho

9780521578622 Long way to Baba, the 2-3 Sue Hepker and Mirna Lawrence Cambridge University Press

A journey on donkey cart, taxi and train towards 

Johannesburg offers comparison of slow and fast on the 

different forms of transport (as well as a differing 

number of wheels!). A pleasant family tale illustrated 

with detailed skill.

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

isiXhosa         

Sepedi

9780582794535
Longman Active Study Dictionary of 

English 
SEN Editor Pearson Education Limited 

Easy to understand all definitions are written using the 

Longman Defining Vocabulary of 2000 common words

9781847151148 Loo! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Dirty Bertie - the boy with nose pickingly disgusting 

habits - is back for another helping of comic chaos! 

Bertie finds himself desperate to go to the loo on the 

school coach, up to his neck in sand (and trouble) on 

holiday, and staging a one-man protest to stop Mum and 

Dad from selling the house!

9781869270124 Look at me R-1 Deborah Botha African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.



9781431427925 Look at me! - Little hands book R-1 Sue Kramer Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Hippo and his 

friends, which features animals and what they love to 

do; That's better!, a story about Sipho and his feelings; 

Knock, knock!, dicover what's behind the closed door as 

the child learns to count; and Look at me!, which 

introduces children to varies activities to do. 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780747579298 Looking after little Ellie 2-3 Dosh and Mike Archer Bloomsbury

When the mouse families neighbour phones and asks if 

they will babysit Little Ellie the mice gamely volunteer.  

They have an action packed day, because Little Ellie is 

not little at all! She is a huge elephant baby. She needs 

so much food, so many games, a lot of rest and even her 

tears are huge. This brilliant family of mice are well up to 

the task in hand, even though it is quite exhausting.

9781847150103 Lost in the Snow INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

A magical, Christmassy story guaranteed to melt the 

hearts of all animal lovers! Fluff is the smallest and 

weakest of the farm kittens, but she surprises everyone 

with her strength and spirit, and soon she and her 

brothers and sisters are ready for new homes. But 

nobody seems to want Fluff, and after a heartbreaking 

encounter with a little girl called Ella, she gives up on her 

dream of a loving home and flees the farm out into the 

big scary world. Soon Fluff is lost and all alone... 

9781847150240 Lost in the Storm INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

The sequel to Lost in the Snow. Ella loves her kitten, 

Fluff, and worries about her going missing again. But one 

day when Fluff is playing outside, a blizzard sets in and 

she loses her way. Will Ella ever be reunited with her 

kitten? 

9781847152244 Lost Puppy, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Ruby loves playing with Toby and can’t wait to take him 

for proper walks – they’ll have such fun! But on an 

outing to the woods, Toby’s curious nature gets the 

better of him and he runs off in search of adventure. 

Soon the puppy is lost in the woods, frightened and all 

alone. Will he ever be reunited with his beloved best 

friend Ruby? From the best-selling author Holly Webb 

comes another heart-warming animal story.



9781919876153 Lost Shell, The INT
Assamala Amoi and Benjamin 

Kouadio Kouakou
David Philip Publishers

Tutu the tortoise wants to play, run, jump and swim with 

her friends, so she takes off her shell and leaves it under 

a tree. As night falls, she looks for her shell. It’s gone! 

Who could have taken it? Tutu cries, but her friends 

gather round to help her. This charming story examines 

the important theme of identity in a way that speaks to 

children. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa    

Siswati       

isiZulu        

Sepedi       

Xitsonga

9781919876092 Louba the little soccer player 2-3
Sanodji Yombel Abiathar and Adji 

Moussa
David Philip Publishers

Louba lives in a part of N'Djamena called Doumpa. Life 

there is not always easy, but he has his friends, his 

soccer and his dream…

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781847151520 Lucy the poorly puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Lauren’s dog Bella is about to have puppies and she 

can’t wait – even though Lauren knows that she mustn’t 

get too attached because she won’t be able to keep 

them. But when the puppies are born, one is so tiny 

Mum and Dad aren’t sure it will pull through. Lauren 

helps her mum to hand-rear the littlest puppy, who she 

calls Lucy, to great success.

9781431424139 Lyle the Crocodile 2-3 Dianne Stewart Jacana

When Lyle, the Crocodile had terrible toothache, his 

friends took him to Dr Molar, the dentist, but he couldn’t 

help him. Neither could Dr Canine. How did Lyle 

eventually get help for his toothache?

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781928474050 Madam Hats can't find her hat 2-3 Makaepeya Christinah Mapatha Room to Read
Madam Hats loves her hats.  But what will she do when 

her favouite hat goes missing?

9781928442844 Mali's Friend R-1 Rujeko Moyo Book Dash

Mali likes to play alone. Gogo wants him to play with 

others. Mali tries, but he just does not enjoy himself. 

Until Lesedi comes along…



9780521713359 Mama Mabena's Magic 2-3 Dianne Hofmeyr Cambridge University Press

A picture-book based on mixing primary colours to make 

green, purple and orange, but transformed into Ndebele-

style house-painting and the magic of art itself. Glorious 

colours and geometric shapes frame a story of 

helpfulness. The glowing pictures do full justice to the 

visual story.

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Xitsonga 

Afrikaans

9781919888101 Mama, Papa and Baby Joe INT Niki Daly Songololo

Mama, Papa and Baby Joe shopping. There are lots of 

sights to see and lots of things to buy. Baby Joe has one 

new adventure after another – he rides in an elevator, 

gets to eat ice-cream and drinks King Kong Cola – until 

it’s time for Mama and Papa to drive a sleepy Baby Joe 

home through the busy streets.

9780799344608 Man-made Wonders of Africa SEN Dawid van Lill LAPA Publishers

Man-made Wonders of Africa is the long awaited sequel 

to Wonders of Africa and also the fourth in the Amazing-

series by Dawid van Lill.
Afrikaans

9780796005120 Marula Tree, The INT Barbara McGuire Shuter & Shooter

Counting can be fun! Young readers will be delighted 

with the rich illustrations and appealing text in this book.  

The novel use of familiar animals to communicate 

numeracy is sure to succeed.

9781847150516 Max the Missing Puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Molly is over the moon when she's given Max, a 

gorgeous Old English Sheepdog puppy, and soon the two 

are inseparable. Max pines for Molly when she's at 

school, and longs for her to come home and play, so 

when he spies an open window one day he sets off to 

find her. But the world is a scary place for a puppy on his 

own and soon Max is alone and in danger. Will he ever 

be reunited with Molly...? 

9780796000989 Mealie-cob children, The INT Dianne Stewart Shuter & Shooter

Liziwe had no children and this made her very sad. One 

day the goats ate almost all her new mealie plants. But 

Liziwe did not get angry. Instead, a change came over 

her that made the neighbours ask, “What has made 

Liziwe so happy, what is her secret?”



9781431401178 Mealies and Beans 2-3 Maryanne Bester Jacana

A cattle-peopled picture book showing mealies and 

beans being grown and made into delicious soup. A 

quiet lesson in cooperation and how things grow. Lightly 

enjoyable, with a recipe at the end. Lively illustrations.

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Sepedi 

Afrikaans 

Siswati 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho

9780007865024 Meet my Flowertot Friends 2-3 Keith Chapman HarperCollins Publishers

There's a very special place called Flowertot Garden and 

it's home to Fifi and all of her Flowertot friends. Would 

you like to meet them?"

9781920004194 Meliga's Day INT Meshack Asare Shuter & Shooter

Meliga is a boy who lives in Northern Ghana. One day his 

young cow, Namboa disappears; but how will he 

recognise her among all others?

9781431407590
Mighty Elephant in the land of Kachoo, 

The
INT Tina Scotford Jacana

This series of comical stories set in the fictional, vast, 

and wondrous Land of Kachoo has rhyming verse, quirky 

illustrations, and lovable characters, making Kachoo 

more than memorable. These enchanting books will 

charm the child in everyone. When a fire threatens to 

burn the Land of Kachoo, elephant uses his mighty and 

powerful trunk to save the day and his fellow inhabitants 

from danger. 

9780796312402 Miracles of Jesus (Classic Bible Stories) FOU Lux Verbi Lux Verbi

A series of eight beautiful illustrated Bible stories - four 

from the Old Testament and four from the New 

Testament. They are ideal in the baby carriage, on 

travels and also for bedtime reading. 

Afrikaans

9781409172758 Mirror Mirror SEN Cara Delevingne Trapeze

When one of their friends mysteriously disappears, a 

group of teens are forced to confront the challenges and 

secrets of their lives in this edgy and suspenseful coming-

of-age tale from international supermodel, actress, and 

social media darling Cara Delevingne.



9781770099982 Missing Ball, The FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

Two Nguni cow characters want to play a game of 

football but the ball has gone missing. Lots of searching 

in strange places before it is found. Much visual 

amusement.

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans 

IsiZulu

9781847153661 Missing Kitten, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Scarlett is excited to be moving to the countryside, 

especially as it means she will finally get a pet. She 

chooses Bootle, a ginger kitten with four white socks, 

and the two of them become inseparable. Then Scarlett 

has to start at her new school…Bootle tries following 

Scarlett to school each day. But when there’s a 

downpour, he gets lost. How will Scarlett ever be able to 

find him when she has no idea where he could be?

9781847151261 Misty the abandoned kitten INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Amy has always loved cats and is thrilled when she spots 

a tiny little black kitten in her garden. Although she has 

no collar, she looks too well cared for to be a stray. 

Misty starts to spend more and more time with Amy, but 

just as she starts to think of the kitten as hers, the real 

owners show up.

9781869285180 Moçambican Summer, A - Siyagruva SEN Nokuthula Mazibuko David Philip Publishers

Brunette, Shelley and Samantha hit the glam life of the 

clubs, the fashion shoots, the offers of contracts that all 

exist in Maputo. Their holiday holds out the promise of 

great things for everyone. And then there’s … reality.

9781919876146 Modjadji, the Rain Queen INT Donvé David Philip Publishers

Based on African legend, this title tells the story of 

Modjadji's arrival in drought-stricken Venda, where the 

young children have never seen rain. To everyone's 

delight, Modjadji uses her magical powers to produce 

rain. Soon the land turns green, and the people of Venda 

are healthy and happy again. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781869283421 Mom's Taxi - Siyagruva SEN Mteto Mzongwana etl. David Philip Publishers

When a girl calls Brunette a ‘coconut’, the Siyagruvers 

suddenly notice the differences between life in the 

suburbs and life in the townships or on the Cape

Flats. They have to do something about it – but what? 

And, hey, how come Shelley’s mom (of all people) is 

riding around the townships as if it’s her turf?

IsiXhosa



9780521719445 Monkey's Business 2-3 Jolanta Durno Cambridge University Press

Verse text describes first a human picnic with masses of 

litter in the form (from beer and cigarettes). When they 

leave, monkeys try out the same habits of drinking and 

smoking and soon set fire to the forest. Fortunately, the 

monkeys have the sense to act as a group, put out the 

fire and not behave that way again.

Setswana 

isiXhosa        

Afrikaans

BIBSA00018 Monkey's Wedding INT Reviva Schermbrucker Lucky Fish Press

In South Africa (Jo’burg particularly), a Monkey’s 

Wedding happens when it’s raining and the sun is 

shining. Reviva pictures this in minute embroidery and 

appliqué: like a medieval etching, every line on every 

page has been placed with love and care. We see the 

Jo’burg landscape and park, with animals bringing 

presents, a veiled bride – and then the rain increases 

and the scene becomes more anarchic. 

9781847157256 Monster! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he turns Know-All Nick into a monster, 

gets stuck on a mountain with Dad and comes face to 

face with his French double!

9781408878439 Moonrise SEN Sarah Crossan Bloomsbury

Seventeen-year-old Joe hasn't seen his brother in ten 

years. Ed didn’t walk out on the family, not exactly. It’s 

something more brutal. Ed’s locked up -- on death row.  

Now his execution date has been set, and the clock is 

ticking. Joe is determined to spend those last weeks with 

his brother, no matter what other people think ... and no 

matter whether Ed committed the crime. But did he? 

And does it matter, in the end? This poignant, timely, 

heartbreaking novel asks big questions: What value do 

you place on life? What can you forgive? And just how 

do you say goodbye?

9780521719575 More than sorry 2-3 Reviva Schermbrucker Cambridge University Press

A group of young bullies who feel sorry for the way they 

have behaved. But their attempts to put matters right 

are not well received. The story emphasis the difficulty 

in working out solutions together, especially regarding 

behaviour.

isiZulu 

Afrikaans 

isiXhosa



9780521713535 Move, the 2-3
Daphne Paizee and Kerry Saadien- 

Raad
Cambridge University Press

All the upheaval as a family makes the decision to move 

to a brand new house – and one son isn’t sure it’s a good 

idea. But he warms to it as they work their way through 

the plans of their new house, visiting the building site, 

packing belongings, and The Move itself. The concepts 

covered include time, distance, sorting, measuring, 

position.

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781485626701 Mpumi's magic beads 2-3 Lebohang Masango David Philip Publishers

Mpumi’s Magic Beads is a delightful story about 

friendship, self-esteem, discovery and beautiful hair in 

the big city of Joburg. It follows the sudden adventures 

of Mpumi, Asante and Tshiamo as they see the world 

around them from new heights and realise all of the fun 

waiting to be discovered outside of their classroom. This 

story is a great read for the whole family, especially 

children aged between 5 – 10 years old. 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Afrikaans        

Sepedi

9781431424382 Mr Hare meets Mr Mandela INT Chris van Wyk Jacana

Mr Hare finds a R200 note on his doorstep. When he 

turns the note over he sees Mr Mandela’s face and 

decides to brave the big city of Johannesburg to return it 

to Mr Mandela. But Mr Hare cannot read and he comes 

across many people along the way who want to get their 

hands on Mr Mandela’s money. Mr Hare also cannot 

work out why the note keeps changing colour!

siXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Afrikaans

9781920475758 Mr. Grizzle's sweet dream FOU Lizette Duvenage Fantasi Books

Mr Grizzle loved his honey. He spent most of his time on 

the honey farm over the hill, until the day he saw an 

unexpected and upsetting sight. Mr Grizzle became hot, 

light headed and queasy. His breathing became fast, 

short and wheezy. Mr Grizzle?s honey farm was moving! 

Jump on Mr Grizzle?s one-wheeler and learn about 

never giving up.

9781847150721 Mud! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - world's grubbiest trouble magnet! 

Join Bertie in three hilarious new stories as he faces a 

barrage of footballs as the school's new goalie, battles 

to stay clean for the school photographer and has a 

spookily terrifying sleepover! 

9780796302649 My 100 Best-loved Bible Stories FOU Bruce Wilkinson Lux Verbi 

A treasure chest filled with intriguing stories about 

people in the Bible. This book includes prayers for little 

ones, chat corners with exciting activities and the good 

news that God loves children. Suitable for children 3 – 7 

years.  



9780753411803 My best book of The Moon INT Ian Graham Kingfisher Publications

Follow in the footsteps of the Apollo astronauts and 

explore our planet's only moon. Find out what it was like 

to travel nearly 385,000 km from the Earth, and how the 

astronauts studied the lunar landscape when they got 

there.  Take a closer look at the Monn's far side, never 

seen my humans until a robotic space probe visited it in 

1959.Step-by-step illustrations explain the Moon's 

phases and reveal how it may once have been a part of 

the Earth.

9780624082859 My Daddy is a silly monkey R-1 Dianne Hofmeyr Tafelberg Publishing 

My daddy is . . . a great big bear, a naughty crocodile, a 

whirly, twirly octopus and a very SILLY monkey! But 

most of all he's just my LOVELY DADDY. This beautiful 

picture book by South African author Dianne Hofmeyr 

and UK illustrator Carol Thompson is a heartwarming 

celebration of fathers everywhere.

Afrikaans

9781869270117 My Family R-1 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781783410880 My First peekaboo zoo R-1 Priddy Books 

Peek though the holes to guess which wild animals are 

hiding underneath, then lift up the big flap to reveal 

them!

9781405404549 My Grandpa is great FOU Gaby Goldsack Parragon books A young girl describes her grandfather's good qualities.



9780744594997 My mum and dad make me laugh FOU Nick Sharratt Walker Books

Mum is crazy about all things spotty, from spotty clothes 

and spotty wallpaper to spotty games like dominoes. 

Dad loves stripes, stripy suits, stripy ties and stripy 

humbug sweets. No wonder they make their son laugh, 

but they think that he's funny in his grey patternless 

clothes. When they go to the safari park, Mum goes wild 

about the big cats, while Dad enthuses over the zebras. 

But, as the last spread reveals, their son is even more 

obsessive about elephants! 

9781869270353 My School Bag R-1 Delaine Turner African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781869284404 Namibian Kwaito - Siyagruva SEN
Colleen Moroukian and Brion 

Mnala
David Philip Publishers

The Siyagruvers go dancing the length and breadth of 

Nambia. That’s the definition of paradise, right? What’s 

with Mncedisi? And what’s up with Thabiso, of all 

people?

9781919876122 Nana and the Caterpillar 2-3
Ousmane Diarra and Virginie 

Desmoulins
David Philip Publishers

If you make fun of others, you will suffer for it one day! 

That’s what happened to Nana when she met the 

enormous caterpillar. But when the caterpillar changes 

into a beautiful butterfly, Nana learns that she too can 

change. Suitable from ages 5 to 8 years. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781471406263 Nearest far away place, The SEN Hayley Long Hot Key Books

Griff and Dylan are driving into Manhattan with their 

parents when the worst happens. There is a terrible car 

accident and Dylan and Griff's parents are killed.  The 

boys are suddenly orphans with nowhere to go, until a 

kind aunt and uncle give them a new home in Wales. 

Now Dylan and Griff have everything they need ­ love, a 

happy home and a future. But Dylan is worried about 

Griff: whether he is OK, whether he is coping with his 

grief. He doesn¹t seem to want to speak about it or 

really acknowledge the loss of their parents.  But Dylan 

needs to be even braver than Griff, because there is 

something very important he needs to face up to before 

he can move on.



9780230013858 Nelson Mandela Long Walk to Freedom INT Chris van Wyk Macmillan 

Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) is a true hero of our times, 

loved and admired across the globe. This children's book 

tells the story of his life, from his carefree days as an 

ordinary village boy to his unflinching leadership of the 

ANC, the long years in prison under the apartheid regime 

and his eventual freedom, ending with his extraordinary 

elevation to President of South Africa in 1994. The book 

is full of facts and information, which children aged 7 to 

12 will find interesting.

Sesotho 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu Sepedi 

TshiVenda 

Siswati 

Xitsonga 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa

9781431423040 Nicholas and the Wild Ones 2-3 Niki Daly Jacana

How do you deal with a bunch of "wild ones" on your 

first day at school? Nicholas is faced with a gang of 

bullies including big Charlie, mean Jake, Wedgie Reggie 

and, worst of all, their girl leader, Cindy Crocker. But 

through a combination of artistic talent and 

inventiveness Nicholas eventually wins the admiration of 

the wild ones and makes a surprising new friend.

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781770102491

Nik Robinowitz & Gillian Breslin: South 

Africa A Long Walk to a Free Ride (The 

Youngsters Series)

SEN Nik Rabinowitz and Gillian Breslin Pan Macmillan

This book is a performance-enhancing drug. Read it 

twice and the mysteries of the universe will be revealed.' 

- Nik Rabinowitz & Gillian BreslinA fast-paced, hilarious 

guide to surviving your youth in South Africa. Expect a 

history lesson with a difference, what makes a comedian 

tick, some alternative political insights and thoughtful 

crystal-ball gazing. Join Nik Rabinowitz and Gillian Breslin 

on a side-splitting journey to discover the 'real' South 

Africa.

9780799347449 No more kisses for Bernard! FOU Niki Daly LAPA Publishers

Everyone loves Bernard! Especially his four 'kissy' aunts 

who plaster him with their squeaky-sweet-hello kisses, 

lip-sticky-pink-and-glow kisses, sneaky-on-the-nose 

kisses and smoochy-got-to-go-kisses. How much more 

can a boy take?

9781869283438 No problem, man! - Siyagruva SEN Biron Alnam David Philip Publishers

Thabiso never talks about his accident- can’t he face up 

to it? Rashaad may be accepting what he is sexually, but 

what is he socially? He tries a few experiments. Regan is 

caught – between his old gang life and the movie world!

9780796312358 Noah and the Ark (Classic Bible Stories) FOU Lux Verbi Lux Verbi

A series of eight beautiful illustrated Bible stories - four 

from the Old Testament and four from the New 

Testament. They are ideal in the baby carriage, on 

travels and also for bedtime reading. 

Afrikaans



9781485600763 Nokulunga, Mother of Goodness INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

The mother of a bride tells her daughter all there is to 

know about the duties of a wife and mother. When 

beautiful Nokulunga got married, her mother took her to 

one side and told her all she knew. She also gave her a 

special pot, saying: "This is our secret, use it wisely."

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana

9781920042486 Noma's Sand INT Meshack Asare Shuter & Shooter

Sothulu, a ruthless moneylender, comes to claim back 

money borrowed by Noma's father from the family who 

know nothing of his debts. First he takes Bodo, the 

family cow and sole source of income. Then he wants to 

take Noma's sand, strewn over the courtyard and 

making it beautiful. But Noma is prepared to fight.

9781928474234 Nomsa's first day 2-3 Fhulufhuwani Nomsa Tshililo Room to Read

Nomsa is very excited for her first day of school.  But 

when she meets Norman, she learns her first lesson in a 

very unexpected way!

Siswati

9781770098343 Nosipho comes to stay FOU Sarah Oosthuizsen Jacana

A girl whose parents have died from AIDS goes to live 

with her grandmother. Kindness and genuine memories 

as the creation of a doll restores some normality. 

Perceptive illustrations of collage, washed colour and 

crisp line show a genuine modern Africa.

IsiXhosa 

TshiVenda 

Setswana 

Afrikaans 

Siswati 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho

9780521578646 Ntsiki's Surprise 2-3

Colleen Cousins, Ntsiki Jamnda, 

Elizabeth Hitchcock and 

Wilhelmina Thebue

Cambridge University Press

Ntsiki has been away sick, so her school friends plan a 

surprise for her return. Oh, what sorting of ingredients, 

measuring, mixing, hearting the oven: and the result is a 

grand cake admired by all. Friendly, realistic illustrations.

isiNdebele 

Xitsonga 

Setswana 

Sesotho  Zulu  

isiXhosa 

Sepedi

9780986992865 Numbers (Board book) R-1 Flash and learn Afrikaans



9781783417520 Numbers mini tab book R-1 Priddy Books 

With first words to learn and lots of bright photographs, 

this sturdy little book will help you teach your child to 

count.

9781849152952 Numbers - my fold out book R-1 Roger Priddy Priddy Books 
Children will love discovering numbers as they learn and 

play with this fold-out floor book.

9781431425211 Nyambura Waits for the Bus 2-3 Cath Alexander Jacana

Nyambura is going to visit her Gogo! She arrives at the 

bustling market place to find that she is last in the queue 

and that the bus has not yet arrived. While she waits for 

the bus, Nyambura remembers the fun things that she 

and her Gogo have done together. Meanwhile, the 

queue of people is getting shorter and shorter because 

of disaster that strikes each of the waiting passengers. 

Will Nyambura’s generous spirit help them to get on the 

bus in time?

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780620618489 Oaky and the Sun 2-3 Athol Williams Theart Press

This is a story about an acorn named Oaky, who is in 

search of his true purpose in life. He is distracted by the 

wind but finds his way with the help of his friend the 

sun.

Afrikaans     

isiXhosa

9780639937373 Oaky and Themba 2-3 Athol Williams Theart Press

Oaky the oak tree and Themba the zebra are friends. 

The other zebras mock Themba for having a tree as a 

friend. When a storm breaks out, Oaky rescues Themba 

while the other zebras go tumbling. Oaky and Themba is 

a story filled with drama, song and laughter.

9780639937304 Oaky runs a race 2-3 Athol Williams Theart Press

Oaky Runs a Race is a lively story in which a gruff pine 

cone challenges Oaky to a race. Oaky accepts the 

challenge but he runs much slower than the pine cone. 

However, there is a surprising outcome to the race.



9780620739450 Oaky the brave acorn 2-3 Athol Williams Theart Press

Oaky the Brave Acorn is a fun story about an acorn who 

must take a huge leap of faith to give himself the chance 

to fulfil his destiny. When it counts, Oaky proves himself 

to be a brave acorn.

9780620671934 Oaky the happy tree 2-3 Athol Williams Theart Press

Oaky the Happy Tree is a positive story in which Oaky, 

the big oak tree, is visited by a bird and zebra. The book 

teaches us an important lesson about the secret to being 

happy.

9781770093966 Oh no! R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Dangos wakes up on Monday morning with a dreadful 

sneeze. Her Aunty wants to take special care of her and 

so Dangos misses out on climbing trees, making dolls, 

playing with her friends and fishing with her uncle. Will 

she be able to catch up all the fun things she has missed 

by the end of the week?

Afrikaans      

isiZulu             

Sesotho          

isiXhosa         

Sepedi            

Setswana      

Siswati               

Xitsonga        

Venda

9781919876702 Oh! And Ah! INT Jean Mbonyi David Philip Publishers

Once, a very old king needed a successor to his throne, 

so he set his people a puzzling task - to bring him an 

"oh!" and an "ah!". A clever young fellow settled in the 

kingdom, and he knew just where to find an "oh!" and 

an "ah!".

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga 

TshiVenda

9781846430497 On the Go! - Board Book R-1 Jess Stockham Child's Play

Babies will love lifting the flaps in this delightful board 

book to find out all about themselves! Focusing on 

different aspects of babies' abilities, this book 

encourages interaction and discussion. Designed to 

support the 'Health and Well-being' strand of Every Child 

Matters. 



9781447230762 One Crow Alone SEN S.D. Crockett Macmillan Children's Books

The long, bitter winters are getting worse, and a state of 

emergency has been declared across Europe. In Poland, 

the villagers are subject to frequent power cuts and fuel 

shortages. After the death of her grandmother and the 

evacuation of her village, fifteen-year-old Magda joins 

forces with the arrogant, handsome Ivan and smuggles 

her way onto a truck bound for London – where she 

hopes to find her mother. But London, when they reach 

it, is a nightmarish world, far from welcoming. Riots are 

commonplace and the growing chaos is exploited by 

criminals and terrorists alike... 

9780521578691 One dark, dark night 2-3 Lesley Beake Cambridge University Press

A typical rural family with a grandmother, mother, 

daughter, baby, dog, cat, chickens and a donkey called 

Nuisance. Lots of sound words to make reading aloud 

even more fun. Then … noises in the night. And a happy, 

laughing solution. Friendly, cheering pictures.

isiNdebele 

Xitsonga 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Setswana

9781919888156 One Round Moon and a star for me INT Ingrid Mennen Songololo

A young African boy watches a shooting star falling for 

his Mama's new baby. The whole village comes together 

to provide gifts for mother and child. But when he sees 

his papa smiling at the baby's tiny hands which are just 

like Papa's own hands, his heart grows dark, like a night 

with no moon. At last he asks, "Papa, are you really my 

Papa too?" Set against the backdrop of a rural South 

African village, Mennen's lyrical text coupled with Daly's 

evocative illustrations are filled with light and darkness; 

friendship and community spirit; love and hope, telling 

the universal story of a young boy's journey to discover 

his own place in the world.

9780230753174
Opposites (My First Gruffalo) Board 

book
R-1 Julia Donaldson Macmillan Children's Books

Join the fun and wriggle like a snake, scamper like a fox 

and growl like the Gruffalo in this bold, bright and 

chunky board book – one of four brilliant board books in 

the My First Gruffalo range. Other titles include 

Numbers, Colours and Animal Actions. All perfect for 

small paws.

9781847151384 Oscar's lonely Christmas INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Hannah is delighted to receive a Dalmation puppy, 

Oscar, just before Christmas. She wishes she could 

spend all her time with her gorgeous puppy, but she has 

her school Christmas play to rehearse. Meanwhile, 

Oscar feels lonely…



9781847151674 Ouch! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he comes a cropper in A&E, goes 

swimming withouth his trunks, and takes part in an inter-

schools quiz against Poshley Primary!

9781920629700 Ouma Ruby's Secret 2-3 Chris van Wyk Pan Macmillan 

A picture book story brimming over with South Africa. It 

comes from Chris van Wyk’s much longer book Shirley, 

Goodness and Mercy and it concerns that time of his 

boyhood when his Ouma Ruby took him to a bookshop 

in Johannesburg. Read the book to reveal the secret – 

and rejoice at the accurate detail and sympathetic 

characterisation in the illustrations.

Afrikaans 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Tshivenda 

Setswana 

Xitsonga 

Siswati 

IsiXhosa

 9789766432300 Our skeleton 2-3 Brian and Jillian Cutting Sunshine books

Sunshine Books are a series of Foundation Phase graded 

readers for First Additional Language (FAL) learners of 

English. They are also recommended for Home Language 

learners (HL). The content of each reader is carefully 

selected to interest and stimulate learners in South 

Africa while the language used ensures a satisfying 

reading experience at increasing levels of difficulty. Each 

grade contains a balanced selection of fiction and non-

fiction books. In addition there are books in Grade 1 and 

2 which introduce learners to concepts such as size, 

shape and colour. 

9781869141110 Our story magic INT Gcina Mhlophe
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Press 

Stories with magic inspire us to believe in hope and 

dreams. How will anyone recognize 'real life' miracles if 

they have not learned about magic from stories? Our 

Story Magic is a collection of enchanting and compelling 

African folklore tales written for children. Read and 

share these stories with the love that went into the 

writing of them. Some of the magical titles in this 

collection include: Sun and the Moon, Queen of the 

Tortoises, Moonlight Magic, Dad Is Eating Ashes, The 

Singing Dog, Jojelas Wooden Spoon, and Sunset Colors. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga



9781920004484 Ox and the Jackal, The INT John Carmichael Shuter & Shooter

Two friends, the ox and the jackal, cross the river to find 

a field of maize. Another legend, retold by John 

Carmichael and illustrated by Percy Shongwe.

9780007846702 Paddington minds the house FOU Michael Bond HarperCollins Publishers

Left to his own devices, Paddington decides to surprise 

the Browns. In between baking them a chocolate cake, 

he sets about giving the house a spring clean. 

Unfortunately the two don't always mix!

9781847150172 Pants! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he wears his pants to school, plays the 

part of a dog in the local amateur dramatic society`s 

production of Oliver! and takes Whiffer to Royston 

Rich`s birthday party, where Whiffer leaves a very 

unwelcome present...

9780312508357 Park (Board book) R-1 Priddy Books 
What do shadows belong to?  Children will love 

exploring and finding out in this little lift-the-flap book.

9781787720084 Peekaboo Play Farm - Board Book R-1 Jenny Grinstead Bookoli Ltd

Peekaboo I hear you Peekaboo I see you Join in with the 

fun and guess who is hiding under the soft tactile flaps. 

With bright artwork and fun text little ones will love to 

shout out the animal sounds and lift the flaps to reveal 

peekaboo surprises. 

9781787720091 Peekaboo Play Pets - Board Book R-1 Jenny Grinstead Bookoli Ltd

Peekaboo I hear you Peekaboo I see you Join in with the 

fun and guess who is hiding under the soft tactile flaps. 

With bright artwork and fun text little ones will love to 

shout out the animal sounds and lift the flaps to reveal 

peekaboo surprises.



9781869280888 Peggy's Smile 2-3
Kaanitah Cassim and Monde 

Mraji
David Philip Publishers

Peggy so much wants to be special and different to all 

the other mice in the playground, and it takes her a 

while to realise how special she really is. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9780007865116 Percy the park keeper 123 R-1 Nick Butterworth HarperCollins Publishers

In this simple introduction to numbers, counting from 

one to ten is made easy with a little help from Percy and 

his animal friends.

9780521719452 Perfectly me 2-3 Martie Preller Cambridge University Press

Brother is messy and untidy; sister is neat, clean, tidy. He 

realises something is wrong and does try to make 

himself a bit less grubby. But they are two different 

characters, so not much is going to change! What’s 

important is “being me”.

Afrikaans 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu

9780986992919 Pets (Board book) R-1 Flash and learn

9781783435548 Pets (Hide-and-Seek) - Board Book R-1 Igloo Books
Pets, follows Puppy as he plays hide-and-seek with his 

lovable friends 

9781928474128 Pig's wedding 2-3 Rahab Makotla Mudau Room to Read

Pig and Cat adore each other and they want to get 

married.  But can their love survive when their 

backgrounds are so very different?



9781847152343 Pirate! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Yo ho ho! Join Bertie as he samples life as a 

swashbuckling pirate, cooks up a storm in the poshest 

restaurant in town, and teams up with Dad at the School 

Sports Day!

9781431427994 Play with me! - Little hands book R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Go!, which 

features transportation methods, counting, and sounds; 

I Love Bananas, which highlights foods and variety; 

Let’s Get Ready!, which focuses on getting dressed, 

preparing for the day, and counting; and Play with Me!, 

which introduces children to colors and the concepts of 

choice and play.

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780521715560 Poetry 2-3 Daphne Paizee Cambridge University Press

A collection of poems and songs chosen so that children 

can be actively involved in the action or movement or 

sounds in the verse. There are poems of different 

shapes and plenty of interesting new vocabulary to twist 

a tongue around.

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

TshiVenda 

isiZulu

9781847152268 Pong! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Dirty Bertie for another helping of comic chaos as 

he bathes Whiffer, goes on a school trip and has a 

helping hand in designing a new school uniform!

9781447219217
Princess and the Pea and other stories, 

The
2-3 Mary Hoffman Macmillan Publishers

Nursery stories are an essential part of childhood. 

Experienced storyteller Mary Hoffman has retold classic 

tales in this superb collection which is perfect for 

reading aloud. 



9781911115120 Princess Arabella-mixed colours 2-3 Mylo Freeman Cassava Republic

Princess Arabella thinks her room is boring.  So she 

decides she's going to do something about it - all by 

herself. She mixes up some paint and in no time at all 

her room looks fabulous.

9781911115137 Princess Arabella's Birthday 2-3 Mylo Freeman Cassava Republic

It's Princess Arabella's birthday. She wants a very special 

present but will she get what she wants?  A happy story 

about birthdays!

0790116758 Puppets INT Alan Trussell-Cullen Shortland Publications

Throughout the ages puppets and puppet plays have 

been enjoyed by many people.  Today, puppet plays are 

performed in schools, on television and in people's 

homes.  Find out how to make your own puppets.  Then, 

read the play to find out what Grandma's favouite soup 

is. Or perhaps you might be inspired to write your very 

own puppet play.

9781847154620 Puppy Love! (Angela Nicely) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Angela Nicely is already well known to Bertie's fans after 

he struggled to escape her clutches in Kiss! Angela Nicely 

might look like she's made of sugar and spice and all 

things nice, but she's not quite as sweet as she'd have 

you believe! Perfect for young readers who are fans of 

Dirty Bertie Angela always knows best! 

9781847153739 Puppy who was left behind, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Anna and her new puppy, Fred, go to spend time on her 

grandparents’ canal boat during the summer holidays. 

Anna loves the boat, and so does Fred, but her 

grandparents have a black Labrador, Sunny, and he’s 

very grumpy with Fred. It’s decided that poor Fred 

should go home, but by the time Anna’s parents come to 

pick up the puppy, Anna is in tears. Fred is upset, and 

scared of Sunny, and he escapes and runs away to hide 

in the woods. With the boat needing to move on that 

evening, the race is on to find the lost puppy before he 

gets left behind…



9781847153753 Queen Bee! (Angela Nicely) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Angela Nicely might look like she's made of sugar and 

spice and all things nice, but nothing could be further 

from the truth! Queen Bee features three wickedly 

funny stories about Angela. Whether she's matchmaking 

her teachers, flogging homemade lemonade, or dealing 

with the Ugly Sisters, she always has an answer for 

everything...

9781447220107 Railsea SEN China Mieville Pan Macmillan

On board the moletrain Medes, a boy called Sham 

watches in awe as he witnesses his first moldywarpe 

hunt. The giant mole bursting from the earth, the 

harpoonists targeting their prey, the battle resulting in 

one’s death and the other’s glory are extraordinary. But 

no matter how spectacular it is, travelling the endless 

rails of the railsea, Sham senses that there’s more to life. 

Even if his captain can think only of her obsessive hunt 

for one savage mole.

9781847154415 Rats! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Dirty Bertie, everyone's favourite trouble magnet, 

as he crosses paths with a cheeky rodent, takes part in a 

chaotic cross-country run, and tries to get his dog 

Whiffer to eat healthily - with disastrous results!

9781780650463
Read with me:  Goldilicks and the Three 

Bears
INT Nick and Claire Page Make believe ideas Ltd

These books develop the confidenc of children aged 5 to 

7 who are beginning to read alone.  The simple 

sentences use rhythm and rhyme and familiar words.  A 

ready-to-tell section at the back of the book encourages 

children to retell the story, putting the jumbled pictures 

in the right order.  There is a practical activity inspired by 

the story and some notes about the story.

9781780650487 Read with me:  Little Mermaid INT Nick and Claire Page Make believe ideas Ltd

These books develop the confidenc of children aged 5 to 

7 who are beginning to read alone.  The simple 

sentences use rhythm and rhyme and familiar words.  A 

ready-to-tell section at the back of the book encourages 

children to retell the story, putting the jumbled pictures 

in the right order.  There is a practical activity inspired by 

the story and some notes about the story.

9781780650494 Read with me:  Rumpelstiltskin INT Nick and Claire Page Make believe ideas Ltd

These books develop the confidenc of children aged 5 to 

7 who are beginning to read alone.  The simple 

sentences use rhythm and rhyme and familiar words.  A 

ready-to-tell section at the back of the book encourages 

children to retell the story, putting the jumbled pictures 

in the right order.  There is a practical activity inspired by 

the story and some notes about the story.



9781780650517 Read with me:  Snow White INT Nick and Claire Page Make believe ideas Ltd

These books develop the confidenc of children aged 5 to 

7 who are beginning to read alone.  The simple 

sentences use rhythm and rhyme and familiar words.  A 

ready-to-tell section at the back of the book encourages 

children to retell the story, putting the jumbled pictures 

in the right order.  There is a practical activity inspired by 

the story and some notes about the story.

9781780650531
Read with me:  The Elves and the 

Shoemaker
INT Nick and Claire Page Make believe ideas Ltd

These books develop the confidenc of children aged 5 to 

7 who are beginning to read alone.  The simple 

sentences use rhythm and rhyme and familiar words.  A 

ready-to-tell section at the back of the book encourages 

children to retell the story, putting the jumbled pictures 

in the right order.  There is a practical activity inspired by 

the story and some notes about the story.

9781780650555 Read with me:  Three Billy Goats Gruff INT Nick and Claire Page Make believe ideas Ltd

These books develop the confidenc of children aged 5 to 

7 who are beginning to read alone.  The simple 

sentences use rhythm and rhyme and familiar words.  A 

ready-to-tell section at the back of the book encourages 

children to retell the story, putting the jumbled pictures 

in the right order.  There is a practical activity inspired by 

the story and some notes about the story.

9781431425419 Refilwe INT Zukiswa Wanner Jacana

Zukiswa Wanner brings young readers a retelling of the 

classic fairy tale, Rapunzel, with a uniquely South African 

twist. Refilwe is the story of the dreadlocked beauty 

who is stuck in a cave on top of a mountain awaiting her 

prince, Tumi. This take on the classic tale will have the 

children chanting, “Refilwe, Refilwe let down your locks . 

. . So I can climb the scraggy rocks!” 

IsiXhosa 

Xitsonga 

Afrikaans 

Siswati 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu

9780521719469 Remembering Grandmother 2-3 Dianne Stewart Cambridge University Press

A family situation in which a baby is born and then 

grandmother dies. The unhappiness is lessened by the 

happy memories people have of the old lady. So death is 

part of the cycle of life – and the baby is still there! 

Plenty to talk about in this thoughtful story.

isiXhosa 

Setswana 

Sesotho 

Sepedi

9781869285920 Remembering Mommy R-1 Carole Bloch David Philip Publishers

Sithembile and Themba’s mother has died and they miss 

her very much. But although they are sad, they come to 

realise that they are cared for and are not alone. Their 

father, their grandmother and their teacher all take care 

of them through each day. And often, they find that 

there are many special ways to remember Mommy. 

Afrikaans 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Xitsonga



9781847151681 Rescued Puppy, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Twins Georgia and Adam can’t wait to go on their 

holiday to Cornwall – especially as it’s the first time 

they’re taking their new puppy, Lucky, with them. lucky 

loves the seaside – chasing the waves, digging in the 

sand and the long cliff-top walks. One morning, unable 

to wait for Georgia and Adam, he sets off on his own. 

Unaware of the dangers, Lucky falls down a cliff and 

finds himself stranded, alone and hungry, and in need of 

rescue. Meanwhile, the search is on to find Lucky, but no 

one seems to have seen the little dog. How will Georgia 

and Adam ever find Lucky?

9781853455650 Road to Bethlehem, The FOU Louise Cross CWR

In this imaginatively written and captivatingly illustrated 

children's book by Louise Cross we find out about the 

special journey Mary and Joseph take on the very first 

Christmas and see who they meet and what happens on 

that very special night. Included with the book is an 

animated DVD of the story.

9780620529624
Rock Shelter: Some Cave and Cliff 

Structures in Lesotho and South Africa
SEN Pieter Jolly Vernacularch

This book is about a little-known aspect of the 

architectural heritage of Lesotho and south-eastern 

South Africa - structures built in caves and in the shelters 

of cliffs. 

9781848797734 Rocks (Mini Encyclopedia) INT Sarah Phillips Make believe ideas Ltd

Packed with interesting facts and spectatular 

photography, the Mini Encyclopedias are exciting first 

reference books designed to help children discover and 

learn more about the world around them.

9781785573668 Row, Row, Row your Boat R-1 Anonymous Igloo Books

Paddle gently down the stream and meet lots of animal 

friends in this classic rhyme. With wonderful 

illustrations, this sound book Is perfect for little readers 

at storytime. 

9780340989388 Running Rhino 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Rhino runs everywhere. And as he runs, he leaves a 

wake of devastation in his path. The other animals are 

fed up of this rampant running and so Lion confronts 

him, telling him he must stop. Rhino refuses and 

challenges anyone to try and stop him. Out of all the 

animals it is little Tickbird who takes up his challenge, 

with interesting results! 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi



9781847150417 Sam the stolen Puppy INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Sam, a golden Labrador puppy, is Emily's best present 

ever! The two become great friends and Emily is sad to 

leave him at home when she starts back at school. When 

Sam is stolen from the back garden one afternoon, Emily 

is desperate with worry. She is determined to get her 

precious puppy back - but how will she find him? 

9780744594096 Sam Vole and his brothers R-1 Martin Waddell Walker Books

Sam wants to do something on his own, but everywhere 

he goes, his big brothers go too! He goes collecting 

grass...but Arthur and Henry go with him and they 

collect more than he does. It's the same with nuts, and 

daisies...so one morning Sam sneaks out very early and 

goes voling on his own. But then he realiZes that he 

misses his brothers if they're not there! This charming 

story by an award-winning team will appeal to every 

younger sibling who occasionally feels overshadowed.

1868570959 Sam's Smile R-1 Ian Lusted and Comien van Wyk Garamond Publishers 

Sam is an African boy who has lost his smile. Ice cream, 

toys, clothes, even TV fail to cheer him up. So his 

parents give him a big hug. And Sam smiles! Such a 

simple story. Ideal for very small children. Ian Lusted’s 

clear, bold illustrations are similar to the style of Dick 

Bruna: simple outline on single colour backgrounds. A 

clear message that love is more important than 

belongings.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isiNdebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9780521713597 Sandcastle Competition, the 2-3 Kerry Saadien- Raad Cambridge University Press

Three groups of children on a sunny beach building 

sandcastles. They have different containers providing 

assorted sand shapes, as well as choices to make in 

construction. A cheerful holiday situation, full of colour.

isiZulu 

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780521578612 Scary Foorsteps 2-3
Lindi Mahlangu, Lungi Maseko 

and Joan Rankin
Cambridge University Press

Patterns of rhyme and rhythm accompany the fear of 

footsteps in the forest. But we need never be too 

frightened when Joan Rankin is in charge of the 

illustrations.

isiNdebele 

Sesotho 

isiZulu 

isiXhosa 

Sepedi 

Setswana



9781847152442 Scream! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he builds his very own haunted house, 

goes on a wet weekend away with his family and tries to 

cheat at the Spelling Bee!

9781847154309 Scruffy puppy, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Bella instantly falls in love with her scruffy puppy Sid 

when she sees him at the animal shelter. She gets her 

family to agree that he’s the perfect pet for them and 

she cannot wait to bring him home! But one person is 

not too impressed with Sid – Bella’s friend Megan, who 

is getting her own pedigree pup. Megan is pretty snooty 

about Bella’s beloved mongrel pet, and she begins to 

wonder if she’s that good a friend after all. Bella decides 

to enter Sid into a dog show, so she can prove for once 

and for all that all dogs are brilliant, no matter where 

they come from!

9781848797741 Sea (Mini Encyclopedia) INT Sarah Creese Make believe ideas Ltd

Packed with interesting facts and spectatular 

photography, the Mini Encyclopedias are exciting first 

reference books designed to help children discover and 

learn more about the world around them.

9781869270247 Seasons  R-1 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9780994694225 Seasons with Flip, Flippie and Friends 2-3
Charlotte Ewins, Riaan Retief and 

Lindsey van Heerden
CopyCat Communications

Flip, Flippie and Friends is a series of early-learning 

children’s books that introduce concepts to South 

African children in a way that is interesting, fun and as 

far as possible in their mother tongue. Flip, the mother 

or teacher figure, takes Flippie and his friends through 

twists and turns as they learn about counting, the 

alphabet, shapes, colours, seasons and opposites.  

Afrikaans 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Setswana 

Sepedi 

Sesotho



9781847155924 Secret Kitten, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Lucy can’t help but feel lonely when she and her brother 

move in with their gran, leaving behind their old friends. 

Lucy wishes she could have a pet, but Gran isn’t keen on 

animals. A stray kitten catches Lucy’s attention, and she 

instantly falls in love with it. Where will the kitten go if 

she can’t find anyone to take her in?

9781847152336 Secret Puppy, The INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

When Daisy arrives at the farm campsite where her 

family are spending her summer holiday, she knows she 

s going to have the best time ever. Especially when she 

finds out the farm dog has just had puppies! Daisy can t 

help falling in love with Barney, the smallest of the litter 

of German Shepherd pups. Barney takes to the friendly 

new girl who sneaks her food and smuggles him into her 

sleeping bag at night, and soon the pair are inseparable. 

Daisy longs to take Barney home with her. Will she find a 

way to persuade Mum and Dad to let her keep him?

9781783410859 Seek and Find Around the home R-1 Roger Priddy Priddy Books 

In this fun seek-and-find book, children will love to look 

for the odd one out in the bright pictures of familiar 

things from around the home. 0-2 years old.

9781869281106 Shadow, The 2-3 Thembinkosi Kohli David Philip Publishers

What do you do when a big, scary stranger follows your 

every move? Where do you hide? Can you ever really 

get away from the frightening gaint?

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781770102507
Shaka Sisulu: Becoming (The Youngsters 

Series)
SEN Shaka Sisulu Pan Macmillan

Grandson of anti-apartheid stalwart Walter Sisulu, CEO 

of non-profit organisation Cheesekids, creator, dreamer, 

father and devoted Afrikan, Shaka Sisulu discusses 

heritage, BEE, inspiration, leadership, legacy and how 

you can carve your own destiny in the African soil in 

Becoming. The youngsters are a fresh, entertaining 

series of pocket books that feature prominent young 

South African voices worth listening to. 



9781431426904 Sharp-sharp! Thoko INT Niki Daly Jacana

Here comes Thoko again! Thoko is resourceful! Thoko is 

full of fun! Thoko is kind-hearted! Thoko skips through 

life, leaving behind a trail of laughter. With adorable 

illustrations and four heart-warming easy-to-read 

stories, Niki Daly has created a second book about 

Thoko – who is sure to become one of his most beloved 

characters.

Isixhosa 

Afrikaans 

IsiZulu

9781920475741 Sheryl Sheep and the Dragon Tail Hotel INT Lizette Duvenage Fantasi Books

Noisy as they were, Sheryl Sheep loved her family, but 

she wanted to be more than just a woolly jumper in the 

meadow. Sheryl wanted a hotel of her own. So one night 

Sheryl Sheep wished upon a shooting star and this is 

what happened… Share in Sheryl's journey to reach her 

dream and be reminded of the importance of following 

your own dreams …

9781431406067 Shorty & Billy Boy INT Gerard Sekoto Jacana

Shorty and Billy Boy tells the tale of two troublesome 

dogs whose thieving ways take them to the far-away 

town of Porcupine Hills. Here they meet all sorts of 

interesting characters, but continue their mischief until 

Billy Boy is caught red-handed and sent to jail. Here he 

dreams about the kindness of others, and comes to 

realize that good deeds are the true measure of 

freedom.

isiZulu           

Afrikaans      

isiXhosa     

9780620644402
Sing, Africa ! - Poems and Songs for 

Children
INT Patricia Schonstein African Sun Press

This is a magical anthology of poems and songs that 

inspire friendship and care of the Earth. 

It is suitable for children aged three to ten and as a pre-

school and lower primary resource book.   

9780796034977 Singing Chameleon, The INT Gcina Mhlophe; Kalle Becker Songololo

“Chameleon, you’re so ugly that you’re a disgrace to us 

all!”is the continual cry of the river community. Over 

time, Chameleon comes to believe their cruel words. 

Lonely and hopeless, he dreads the dawning of every 

new day. But fate intervenes and he meets a lark and an 

old man who set in motion events that transform him. 

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa

9781431426942 Singing stone, The 2-3 Wendy Hartmann Jacana

When storm holds her stone and sings, everyone in the 

village stops to listen. But when she is tempted to sing 

songs that can control the wind, waves and the entire 

ocean, things go wrong. With her brothers and all the 

other fishermen lost at sea, will she be able to undo the 

things that she has done? 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Afrikaans



9780798164566 Sisi Goes to School and Other Stories R-1 Wendy Hartmann Human & Rousseau

Why is Sisi refusing to go school tomorrow? And why 

has Daddy taken all their toys? Sisi, her family and 

friends are back in this delightful compilation of story 

and rhyme, that is filled with warmth, love and 

friendship. 

Afrikaans

9780624081272 Six blind mice and an Elephant 2-3 Jude Daly Tafelberg Publishing 

What is an elephant really like?  Six blind mice bravely 

scamper out of their mouse-hole to find out - and come 

up with six very different ideas!  Help the six blind mice 

discover the TRUE wonder of an elephant in this 

beautifully illustrated animal fable.

9781869270766 Skeletons INT Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781485626084 Skin We Are In INT
Sindiwe Magona and Nina G 

Jablonski
David Philip Publishers

When we meet someone, one of the things we notice is 

the colour of their skin. But what can someone's skin 

colour tell us about them? Despite what some people 

say, your skin means very little! Inside we're all the 

same. 

Afrikaans 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu Sepedi

9781847150608 Sky the unwanted Kitten INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Olivia's very unhappy about moving house and leaving 

all her friends behind, not to mention next door's two 

lovely cats. But her parents have a surprise that they 

hope will cheer her up: a beautiful Siamese kitten. The 

kitten is adorable, with huge blue eyes, but Olivia insists 

she doesn't want a cat and Sky is left all alone ... surely 

Olivia won't be able to resist for long? 

9781875011087 Slayer of Shadows, The SEN Elana Bregin Gecko Books

Marinda is someone who can see through to the insides 

of things. Her world is the superstition-ridden Jungle, 

where the rule of law has broken down and life is lived in 

the perpetual shadow of deprivation and fear. This is the 

story of her struggle to extricate herself from the 

Jungle’s dark hold; of her enduring love for the Shadow-

slayer, her childhood protector; of the spirit’s resilience 

against even the most brutal assaults. 



9781444926200 Sleepy Cheetah 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

Long ago, Cheetah was sandy-coloured and lay snoozing 

all day on the Great African Plain. There was no need to 

run to hunt because animals tripped over her. But one 

day there is a fire, and all the other animals are fleeing. 

This is the story of how Cheetah got her markings, and 

discovered that she can run as fast as the wind. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9781847154248 Smash! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Dirty Bertie, everyone's favourite trouble magnet, 

as he finds himself in a spot of bother with Mrs Nicely 

next door, tries his hand at being a modern-day Robin 

Hood, and goes on a creepy sleepover at Know-All Nick's 

house.

9781847151605 Smudge the stolen kitten INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Olivia is delighted when her family adopt a beautiful 

little kitten. She can’t wait to show Smudge off to her 

friends, and neither can her older brother Ben. When 

Ben invites his naughty friend Rob round for tea, Olivia is 

worried that the two boys will upset Smudge. Her fears 

come true when later that evening the kitten is nowhere 

to be found. Could Rob have anything to do with 

Smudge’s disappearance – and where is the helpless 

kitten now?

9781447219194 Snow White and other stories INT Mary Hoffman Macmillan Publishers

Nursery stories are an essential part of childhood. 

Experienced storyteller Mary Hoffman has retold classic 

tales in this superb collection which is perfect for 

reading aloud. 

9781847152008 Snow! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Dirty Bertie for another helping of comic chaos as 

he takes on the challenge of beating Know-all Nick in a 

sledge race, breaks a revolting world record, and 

changes the course of history during a battle re-

enactment...

9780521715584 Soccer! 2-3 Saadien Raad Cambridge University Press

The universal game of Africa! In this fiction story we 

follow two boy plays and two soccer stars. We find out 

about clubs in South Africa, favourite sporting activities, 

the international scene, and particularly the positive role 

model that a soccer player can provide.

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu



9780007892365 Solar System, The 4-7 HarperCollins Publishers
Simple colourful spreads with clear labelling gently 

introduces children to planetary stuff!

9781770101395 Solomon's Story SEN Judy Froman Macmillan

To help his family survive Solomon sells apples on the 

platform at Denneboom train station in Mamelodi. It is 

1976, and the closure of schools after the Soweto riots 

leaves Solomon and his friends with few choices other 

than to accept their place in apartheid South Africa or to 

leave the country and try to force change.  Solomon 

chooses to fight for freedom and embarks on a life in 

exile as a member of Umkhonto we Sizwe. A year later, 

he is sent back to South Africa as an operative, with 

tragic consequences.

9781924004206 Sosu's Call INT Meshack Asare Shuter & Shooter

Beautifully illustrated on artpaper, the story tells of 

Sosu, a young disabled boy who cannot walk. Sosu 

misses going to school and all the activities of the other 

children. His village is on a lagoon, and one day when 

everyone is away fishing, working in the fields or at 

school, he raises the alarm with his drumming, and saves 

the village from total destruction by the sea. His heroism 

is rewarded when a wheelchair is donated and at last he 

can go to school.

9781471405679 Spot the difference SEN Juno Dawson Hot Key Books

An exclusive World Book Day story from UK Queen of 

Teen Juno Dawson. Avery has always suffered at the 

hands of bullies, so when she's given a seemingly-

miraculous opportunity to join the 'A-list' she grabs at it 

with both hands. But appearances can be deceiving, and 

soon Avery's not so sure she likes this new version of 

herself. And it's only by overcoming her fears that she 

can learn the true meaning of being comfortable in your 

own skin.

9780796034953 Squeaky, creaky bed, The 2-3 Pat Thomson Songololo

Once there was a little boy who loved to visit his 

grandparents. But his bed at their house was old and 

every night it went squeak, squeak, creak! Grandfather 

thought a little cat would help. Then a little dog. Maybe 

a little pig? Soon the bed was very full, but it still went 

squeak, squeak, creak! Would the little boy ever be able 

to go to sleep? 



9780330418027 Star of Kazan, The SEN Eva Ibbotson Pan Macmillan

In 1896, in a pilgrim church in the Alps, an abandoned 

baby girl is found by a cook and a housemaid. They take 

her home, and Annika grows up in the servants' quarters 

of a house belonging to three eccentric Viennese 

professors. She is happy there but dreams of the day 

when her real mother will come to find her. And sure 

enough, one day a glamorous stranger arrives at the 

door. After years of guilt and searching, Annika's mother 

has come to claim her daughter, who is in fact a Prussian 

aristocrat and whose true home is a great castle. But at 

crumbling, spooky Spittal Annika discovers that all is not 

as it seems in the lives of her new-found family . . . 

9781919876801 Stars on the Dunes 2-3 Reviva Schermbrucker David Philip Publishers

A troop of colourful stars once ruled a corner of the sky. 

They thought they were better than the white stars and 

boasted loudly all night. Finally, the white stars could 

stand it no longer. What happened when the colourful 

stars were forced to leave the sky and land on earth’s 

dry, dusty sand?

isiZulu           

Afrikaans        

Ndebele        

isiXhosa         

Siswati          

Sesotho         

Sestwana      

TshiVenda

978141354439 Stone Rider SEN David Hofmeyr Penguin books

Stone Rider is a gritty coming-of-age story. A boy who 

has lost everything  must join a brutal race to escape a 

dying Earth. Adam wants to escape the memory of what 

happened to his father, but there’s only one way. It 

means leaving his brother Frank behind and entering a 

gruelling desert race on semi-sentient bio-mechanical 

machines. A death race. The prize? A one-way ticket off-

world.

9780007846689
Stories from Brambly Hedge: Wilfred to 

the rescue
FOU Alan MacDonald HarperCollins Publishers

A brand-new story from Brambly Hedge, based on the 

enchanting world created by Jill Barklem. Brambly Hedge 

has flooded, and it is dangerous to go outside. Instead, 

little mice, Wilfred and Primrose, are playing indoors 

with the Vole children. But then, young Sissy Vole goes 

missing...Is Wilfred brave enough to take charge of a 

daring, secret rescue?

9780796312396 Stories Jesus Told (Classic Bible Stories) FOU Lux Verbi Lux Verbi

A series of eight beautiful illustrated Bible stories - four 

from the Old Testament and four from the New 

Testament. They are ideal in the baby carriage, on 

travels and also for bedtime reading. 

Afrikaans



9781869140618 Stories of Africa INT Gcina Mhlophe
University of KwaZulu-Natal 

Press 

This folklore story collection offers a feast of enjoyment 

for young South African readers. Ten enchanting tales, 

steeped in the imaginative richness of African 

storytelling: Where did the first stories in the world 

come from? How did little Tortoise win the respect of all 

the other animals? Who was Nanana Bo Sele Sele and 

what happened when she built her house in the middle 

of the animals' road? Why was young Crocodile so 

determined to get hold of Monkey's heart? ...

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781783738090 Stories of Jesus FOU Janice Emmerson North Parade Publishing 

This children's storybook Bible is filled with the most 

beloved stories about Jesus, each reflecting how much 

God loves His children. Brightly illustrated and warmly 

written, each page draws children ages 4 to 8 in, 

challenging them to learn about Jesus and practice what 

He teaches.

9780796303141 Story of creation, The FOU Beth Atchison Lux Verbi.BM

The story of creation retold (Genesis 1-2). The Arch(R) 

Book series tells popular Bible stories through fun-to-

read rhymes and bright illustrations. This well-loved 

series captures the attention of children, telling 

scripturally sound stories that are enjoyable and easy to 

remember.

9781485600749 Stranger and his Flute, The INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

In a land far, far away, a long time ago, a certain town 

was suddenly beset by a plague of mice. And all were 

scared of nothing and no one. These mice chased dogs 

and frightened cats and made them scuttle off, tails 

between their legs! The townspeople called a meeting. 

To the mayor, they said “ We elected you to help us 

solve our problems. Come on, then! Help us solve this 

problem before it is too late!” They did not pay him to 

grow fat and do nothing ... 

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana

9781485600701 Stronger than Lion INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Once upon a time, the animals of the jungle decided a 

meeting was long overdue. This was to be no ordinary 

meeting and it was extremely important that each and 

every animal attend. So the day, time, and place was set. 

All the animals were invited to attend. All except Lion.

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana



9781919888644
Sun, the Moon and the Blanket of 

Night, The
2-3 Wendy Hartmann Songololo

One day the Sun selfishly decided that he wanted to 

shine throughout the day and night. But then the Moon 

sends him a simple message…

The Sun, the Moon and the Blanket of Night is a 

beautifully illustrated, gentle tale that shows there is a 

special time and place for everything in the world and 

that when we are afraid, there is a light to guide us. 

9780330532372 Super Safari - Amazing Animals FOU Tony Mitton Macmillan Children's Books

Young children will love hopping into a jeep and joining 

Bird, Mouse and Rabbit as they go on safari across the 

African plains to meet some truly amazing animals! 

From a happy hippopotamus lolling in a mud path to a 

pride of lions on the prowl, there's a different animal on 

every spread, plus many additional creatures to spot 

along the way!

9781431402182 Swimming in the Sun R-1 Jenny Hatton Jacana

Rhythmic text and humorous illustrations combine to 

portray Lucy at the beach with her family. Chasing after 

her brother Simon and cousin Sandi, jumping off rocks 

onto the sand, and splashing endlessly in the sea, Lucy's 

about to find out how much fun a day in the sun can be.

9781431424504 Swimmy 2-3 Leo Lionni Jacana

International best-selling children’s classic reprinted 

after 53 years. Deep in the sea there lives a happy 

school of little fish. Their watery world is full of wonders, 

but there is also danger, and the little fish are afraid to 

come out of hiding ... until Swimmy comes along. 

Swimmy shows his friends how – with ingenuity and 

team work – they can overcome any danger. With its 

graceful text and stunning artwork, this Caldecott Honor 

Book deserves a place on every child’s shelf. 

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu 

Afrikaans

9780639804743 Table Mountain Story, The INT Gregory Edwards

An adventure story about Table Mountain in a magical 

world filled with Giants, Bees, Silkworms, a Rain Queen 

ad the Khoikhoi Tribe.



9781869284190 Taking the rap - Siyagruva SEN Ian Fritz David Philip Publishers

Regan fools around once too often, and lands in trouble. 

But he handles it, does some hard and messy work, and 

learns a few things about discarding useless prejudices 

and making new friends. Meanwhile, Zadie and her 

family face their own crisis.

9780330543804 Tempest: Time will tear them apart SEN Julie Cross Pan Macmillan

Jackson Meyer is hiding a secret. He can time-travel. But 

he doesn’t know how he does it, how to control it or 

what it means. When Jackson, and his girlfriend Holly, 

find themselves in fatal danger, Jackson panics and 

catapaults himself two years into his past, further than 

he’s ever managed before, and this time he can’t find a 

way back to the future. All the rules of time-travel he’s 

experienced so far have been broken and Jackson has no 

choice but to pretend to be his younger self whilst he 

figures out a solution.

 9780521578608 Terrible Graakwa, the INT

Janine Corneilse, Marcelle 

Edwards, Jamela January and 

Shirley de Kock

Cambridge University Press

Simphiwe is a boy who summons the magical help of 

other animals to rescue the Bird of Peace. The ugly 

monster is not so terrible after all when bravery is there 

to solve the situation!

isiNdebele 

Siswati 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu

9780636049611 Thandeka's gift ECD
Fathima Dada; Gcina Mhlophe; 

Leoni Hofmeyr; Pandora Alberts
Maskew Miller Longman

Thandeka and her granny set off on a long journey from 

the countryside near Umtata to the busy streets of Cape 

Town. Thandeka is taking a gift for a very special person. 

This story without words includes vocabulary and 

pictures in the margins.

Ndebele 

Siswati 

Tshivenda 

Sesotho 

Setswana

9781431400874 Thando Rocker INT Dorothy Kowen Jacana

A story with verse text about a soccer ball. Thando’s ball 

is eventually chosen to be the match ball at Cape Town 

Stadium. Lilt and jingle in the wording, but not much of a 

story.

Siswati 

TshiVenda 

Afrikaans 

Sepedi 

Sesotho 

Xitsonga 

Setswana 

isiXhosa



9781431421213 Thank you, Jackson 2-3 Niki and Jude Daly Jacana

Jackson the donkey works very hard, carrying loads of 

mielies, carrots and potatoes up the hill to market every 

week, from the little farm where he lives with the 

farmer, his wife Beauty and his son Goodwill. But one 

day Jackson just stops, halfway up the hill. The farmer 

pushes him, pulls him, shouts at him. But Jackson WILL 

NOT BUDGE. Just as the farmer is about to beat his 

donkey, little Goodwill comes running up the hill. Quickly 

he whispers something in the donkey's ear - and, 

straightaway, the old donkey gets to his feet. The farmer 

is astonished. What could be the secret of the boy's 

message? "Well," says Goodwill, "Mama told me it's the 

little things like saying please and thank you, that make a 

big difference in this world." And from that day on, the 

farmer remembers to thank his old donkey for helping 

him, and Jackson does his work willingly.

Afrikaans  

isiZulu

9781431427932 That's better! - Little hands book R-1 William Gumede Jacana

Little Hands Books for Babies is a series of books 

specially designed to promote and nurture reading from 

early childhood. With a focus on vocabulary building and 

reading for enjoyment, the stories are accompanied by 

rich, brightly colored illustrations that will capture a 

child’s attention and imagination.

The four books included in this set are Hippo and his 

friends, which features animals and what they love to 

do; That's better!, a story about Sipho and his feelings; 

Knock, knock!, dicover what's behind the closed door as 

the child learns to count; and Look at me!, which 

introduces children to varies activities to do. 

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781485627982 The Best Meal Ever! INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Mama is away, and big-sis Siziwe has been left in charge 

of her little brothers and sisters - and Sango-the-dog. 

But as night falls over Gugulethu, the children are hungry 

and there is nothing to eat.  Siziwe knows it's her 

responsibility to make a plan, but what can she do with 

no money, no food and no adult to help?  This touching 

story shares a message of faith during adversity and the 

creative power of hope.

IsiZulu            

Ndebele        

Sesotho         

IsiXhosa         

Sepedi            

Setswana      

Siswati           

Xitsonga        

TshiVenda    

Afrikaans

9781920475253 The Smurfs: Baby Book - A Nice Day R-1 Peyo Fantasi Books
Get to know the different times of the day and learn 

what Baby Smurf does during these times.



9781920475277 The Smurfs: Baby Book - Teddy is Gone! R-1 Peyo Fantasi Books
Teddy has disappeared. Get to know a few prepositions 

with Baby Smurf.

9781919888422 This baby R-1 Carole Bloch and Bev De Meyer Songololo

This Baby and Busy Baby are the first board books in 

English, Afrikaans, Zulu and Xhosa to be developed in 

South Africa for 0-2 year olds. These delightfully 

illustrated fun-to-read texts from South Africa’s leading 

early literacy expert are sure to find their way onto the 

bookshelves of all our babies.

Afrikaans 

ISiZulu 

IsiXhosa

9781431425112 This is the Chick R-1 Wendy Hartmann Jacana

This is a story of a tiny guinea fowl chick that hatches 

early one morning and lets out a ‘cheep’. The other 

animals in the bush take fright and chaos ensues. 

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9780007892419 Three bears and Goldilocks, The INT Jonathan Langley HarperCollins Publishers

Once upon a time there were three bears called George, 

Mavis and Brian. When they settled down to eat their 

porridge they found it was too hot, so they decided to 

take a walk until it cooled down. Meanwhile, Goldilocks 

is lost, and comes upon their house.

9781770092655 Three friends and a taxi 2-3 Maryanne Bester Jacana

A large-paged, picture-book about three animals in 

bright modern clothes catching a taxi to town. A bumpy 

journey past plenty of African scenery. They pay 

different fares and that is why these animals have 

different attitudes towards taxis. Or so the story tells!

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Sepedi 

TshiVenda 

Siswati 

Afrikaans 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu 

Sesotho

9780099488040 Tiger Ways FOU Kes Gray Red Fox Books

Oh no! Daisy's mum has been stolen by a gang of mad 

elephants! Luckily for Daisy, she's adopted by a family of 

friendly tigers and has to learn the "tiger way" to 

survive. Still it's not all bad, she gets to live in a cave, 

sleep in trees and best of all, she doesn't need to take a 

bath - because everyone knows all cats are afraid of 

water! 



9781847150622 Timmy in Trouble INT Holly Webb Stripes Publishing

Katie can't believe it when her parents agree that she 

can have a puppy. And when she sees the lively Timmy, 

she's sure her family will fall in love with him, just as she 

has. But her sister Jess is worried about how Misty the 

cat with react to the new arrival. Katie thinks they'll get 

used to each other, but things don't go as planned. Every 

time Timmy tries to play with Misty he upsets her and 

gets into trouble. Timmy is so sad. Why doesn't Misty 

want to be friends? 

9781919888200 To Every Thing There is a Season 2-3 Jude Daly Songololo

The well-loved words of Ecclesiastes take on new life 

and meaning in the sun-baked rural setting of a South 

African homestead. Sowing, planting, and reaping 

through the wet and dry seasons, going to market, day-

to-day dealings with neighbours and acquaintances, love 

and hostility, the sadness of mourning and the joy of 

celebration with family and friends

9781485601722 Today, We Plant a Chief INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Nyaniso hates Sunday School. He knows all the Bible 

stories the Sunday School teacher tells them. He heard 

those stories long before he was big enough to go to 

Sunday School. Heard them from Makhulu, and many 

more stories besides. He has attended Sunday School 

for many, many years and heard those stories over and 

over again. He used to like them. Used to like going to 

Sunday School, too. Then Lunga came. 

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Sesotho

9781920679224 Toddlers First ABC - Poenankie Series R-1 Anonymous Phambili Books

There's great fun in this sturdy little book, where letters 

and sounds come alive. It will take your toddler on an 

exciting adventure from a to z. Fabulous illustrations 

make the alphabet unforgettable!

9781928474159 Tommy the greedy cat 2-3 Mkhancane Daniel Ndove Room to Read

Tommy lives on the scraps of food he gets from the 

Manala family.  When the Manala family goes on 

holiday, how will Tommy survive?



9780796004093 Too small Themba INT Sue Boucher Shuter & Shooter

Themba was looking for something to do. His sister and 

brother did not want to play with him and he was too 

small to help the grown-ups. From the top of a big tree 

he could pretend to be the biggest person in the world 

and look out over the town. Find out how he helps his 

family and saves the cake from being burnt!

9781920475109 Tooth gobble gang, The 2-3 Doctor Reiko & Eve Tharlet Fantasi Books

Cody loves sweets. Oh, but he's not alone. The Tooth 

Gobble Gang lives on his teeth and they're having a 

feast! Doctor Reiko has been telling her little patients 

about Big Al Gobble and his gang for more than twenty 

years. Join Cody in his visit to the dentist and keep teeth 

healthy and smiles happy!

9781847153630 Toothy! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he takes a reluctant trip to the dentist, 

tries to keep his cool on the hottest day of the year, and 

causes a mid-air emergency whilst flying with a very 

nervous Dad!

9780521719476 Touch R-1 Penny Hansen Cambridge University Press

In verse text, some important thinking about good ways 

of touching each other and inappropriate ways. The 

sense of a “personal space”. Every child has the right to 

say No. Frolicsome pictures by one of our best 

illustrators.

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

Sepedi 

Setswana 

TshiVenda   

Afrikaans

9780340516249 Tricky Tortoise 2-3 Mwenye Hadithi Hodder Children's Books

When Elephant trod on Tricky Tortoise for the three 

hundred and thirty second time, Tortoise devised a 

cunning plan to teach Elephant a lesson.

This is the story of how Tricky Tortoise proves that 

brains are often better than strength or size.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu Sepedi

9781919876887 Troubles, Taxis and Toilets - Siyagruva SEN Anne Schlebusch David Philip Publishers

Why is Zadie spending so much time riding up-front in a 

taxi? Should Regan keep waiting for her at the dance 

studio? Is this what he got out of the gangs for? What 

will happen when the police sniffer dogs come to 

school?

IsiXhosa



9780796308412
Turn and Learn Stories of Jesus Volume 

2 
R-1 Sally Ann Wright Lux Verbi

This simple Bible in 40 short stories will delight toddlers 

as they learn the life and teachings of Jesus by turning 

the wheels and completing the pictures.

9781783435760
Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star and other 

Lullabies - Board Book
R-1 Igloo Books

Beautifully illustrated board book of children rhymes 

which includes sound buttons for sing along.

9780521715607 Two Bestfriends 2-3 Kerry Saardien- Raad Cambridge University Press

Two best friends get stuck in a hole they have dug. The 

situation tests out their characters and how they are 

different, and the qualities of people. Basic number 

concepts are included in the storytelling.

Afrikaans 

Xhosa

9781431425372 Ugly Duckling, The 2-3 Sindiwe Magona Jacana

The poor ugly duckling looks very different from the 

other ducklings. His duck family tease him and make him 

feel unwanted even though he simply wants to be loved 

and belong. 

IsiXhosa 

Siswati IsiZulu

9780330545808 Vortex: No calm before the storm SEN Julie Cross Macmillan Children's Books

Jackson Meyer has thrown himself into his role as an 

agent for Tempest, the shadowy division of the CIA that 

handles all time-travel-related threats. Despite his 

heartbreak at losing the love of his life, Jackson has 

proved himself to be an excellent agent. However, all 

that changes when Holly-the girl he altered history to 

save-re-enters his life. And when Eyewall, an opposing 

division of the CIA, emerges, Jackson and his fellow 

agents find themselves under attack and on the run. 



9780230763036
Vortex: There will be no calm before 

the storm
SEN Julie Cross Macmillan Children's Books

Jackson Meyer has thrown himself into his role as an 

agent for Tempest, the shadowy division of the CIA that 

handles all time-travel-related threats. Despite his 

heartbreak at losing the love of his life, Jackson has 

proved himself to be an excellent agent. However, all 

that changes when Holly-the girl he altered history to 

save-re-enters his life. And when Eyewall, an opposing 

division of the CIA, emerges, Jackson and his fellow 

agents find themselves under attack and on the run. 

Jackson must decide between saving the love of his life 

and the entire world . . .

9780521578585 Vusirala the gaint 2-3

Vuyokasi Matross, Sr Cecelie 

Nthiziywana, Nodumo Mebece, 

Phumeze Mtati, Hather Sheasby 

and David Wilson

Cambridge University Press

A fairytale giant threatens a village with his greed 

because every day he wants to eat twice as much which 

means twice the amount of food! It takes a clever small 

girl to work out the answer to save her community. The 

concepts of heavy and light are there, as well as plenty 

of doubling up. Fred Mouton supplies grandly humorous 

illustrations.

Setswana 

Xhosa

9781919876658 Vuyo's Day R-1 Carole Bloch David Philip Publishers

Vuyo is a little South African boy who loves to play! 

Young children everywhere will enjoy the simple text 

and delightfully detailed illustrations, which describe the 

things he enjoys playing with - and how he loves playing 

with other children most of all! 

Afrikaans 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Xitsonga

1868570975 Wake Up! R-1 Ian Lusted and Comien van Wyk Garamond Publishers 

Bold pictures on plain colour pages show two children 

getting up, dressing, having breakfast, playing, listening 

to a story and heading back to bed. Very simple.

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Tshivenda 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga



9781431428854 Wanda 2-3
Sihle Nontshokweni / Mathabo 

Tlali
Jacana

Meet Wanda with her beautiful head of hair. She is 

brave and strong, but she’s unhappy because of the 

endless teasing by the boys at school. After a particularly 

hard day at school, feeling confused, forlorn and 

hopeless, Wanda’s grandmother lets her in on a few 

secrets. Through these hair secrets and stories, she finds 

the courage to face her fears and realise that her hair is 

a crown and something to be proud of. This book stands 

at the intersection of identity and beauty, celebrating 

how cultural pride is learned and passed on over the 

generations. This book encourages young children to 

love themselves for what they are born with, despite 

what society may say or think.

Afrikaans 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu

9780796000347 We get dressed R-1 Isobel Randall Shuter & Shooter

Two children prepare for their day. Suitable for beginner 

readers.Two children prepare for their day. Suitable for 

beginner readers.

IsiXhosa 

IsiZulu

9781869284206 Weekend Away - Siyagruva SEN Duane Jethro David Philip Publishers

The Siyagruva have some community work to do on the 

Cape Flats, and so they spend the weekend at Regan’s 

flat – and they find the place rocks! They’re into things 

they never knew happened in their city. But … will 

Shelley’s mom find out?

9781447201236 We love bunk beds! R-1 Paula Metcalf Macmillan
Shirley's little sister, Doris, wants to be with Shirley 

EVERYWHERE! This is not always a good thing…

9781849414456 Well done! 2-3 Richard Morgan Red Fox Books

Charlie has learned to do all sorts of exciting new things - 

all by himself!  He can get dressed to go and play…well, 

almost.  He can wash his face in time for tea and even 

get to the potty in time!  Charlie's antics make toddlers 

feel they can do it too - all by themselves!



9781869271541 Whale watching 2-3 Media Matters team African Reading Matters

The New Heights Graded Series are a series of graded 

fiction and non-fiction readers that are available as 

readers. Each grade covers themes recommended by 

CAPS so that the vocabulary is recycled. The readers can 

be used for Independent, paired, group and guided 

reading. The content is designed to appeal to South 

African learners to promote reading for meaning and 

comprehension.

9781770093973 What are you doing? R-1 Carole Bloch Jacana

Through the eyes of young Lele, various jobs that have 

to be done by members of the family: making a 

shopping list, looking up a phone number, checking 

advertisements, mending clothes, looking in a book and 

doing a crossword puzzle. Then Lele himself goes 

missing – much searching, until he is found writing a 

story!

Afrikaans 

Ndebele 

IsiZulu Siswati 

Setswana 

IsiXhosa          

Sesotho         

Xitsonga        

Sepedi

9781869281212 What do I see that flies? 2-3 Reviva Schermbrucker David Philip Publishers

What do I hear? What do I smell? What do I taste? What 

do I love to touch? This book provides a fun-filled and 

entertaining look at the world around us. Young readers 

will enjoy its humour. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi

9780521719537 What if? 2-3
Kerry Saadien-Raad and Daphne 

Paizee
Cambridge University Press

A look at technology in our life – and the illustrations 

guide us towards what the boy is really thinking. Fun and 

fantasy together, with plenty to think over afterwards.

isiZulu 

isiXhosa

9780620734561 What is happening to Oaky? 2-3 Athol Williams Theart Press

What is Happening to Oaky? is an intriguing story 

involving interactions between Oaky, the oak tree, and 

his three friends. The story teaches us that change is 

part of life and that change can be good for us. We also 

learn about the value of friendship.

9781846437472
What's that Noise? TAP! TAP! - Board 

Book
R-1 Cocoretto Child's Play

What's that noise? Lift the flap to find out! Perfect for 

guessing, prediction and memory skills - and simply 

joining in!



9781431428885 What's up! Thoko INT Niki Daly Jacana

Thoko skips through life, leaving behind a trail of 

laughter and a few frowns. Your favourite friend is here 

again to take you on four new and fun adventures. Niki 

Daly makes reading about life as a kid entertaining and 

realistic with his much-loved local heroine

Afrikaans 

isiXhosa 

isiZulu

9781919876115 When I grow up 2-3
Cyprien K.M. Akuete and Karim 

Diallo
David Philip Publishers

This little boy wants to grow up really fast. He tells us 

why he wants to be a grown up, and what he plans to do 

make the world a better place. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9780796312389
When Jesus was born (Classic Bible 

Stories)
FOU Lux Verbi Lux Verbi

A series of eight beautiful illustrated Bible stories - four 

from the Old Testament and four from the New 

Testament. They are ideal in the baby carriage, on 

travels and also for bedtime reading. 

Afrikaans

9781919876108 Why aren't I in the photographs? INT
Kidi Bebey and Christian kingue 

Epanya
David Philip Publishers

Why isn't Titi in the photographs in the family photo 

album? He really wants to know. If he wasn't born yet, 

then where was he? Titi asks many questions to help 

him solve this mystery. 

Afrikaans 

Sesotho 

isIndebele 

Setswana 

isiXhosa 

Siswati isiZulu 

Sepedi 

Xitsonga

9781415026953 Why do wolves have such big teeth? FOU Agnès de Lestrade Jacklin 

A great love story between a wolf and chickens? What a 

strange idea! But when wolves did not have teeth, things 

were very different…

9781431402199 Why Dog is afraid of storms FOU Maryanne Bester Jacana

Have you ever wondered why dogs are so afraid of 

thunder storms? Do you ask yourself why their eyes 

grow wild, why they shiver and shake and hide away? 

Find out how the mischievous cattle trick Dog into 

letting them out of their kraal.

Sesotho 

isiZulu 

isiXhosa 

Afrikaans



9781415026908 Why don't dogs like cats? FOU Agnès de Lestrade Jacklin 

A long, long time ago, dogs and cats lived alongside each 

other. But that was before Max, the little puppy, decided 

to help Marguerite, the little kitten, to catch mice…

9780986992902 Wild Animals (Board book) R-1 Flash and learn

9781431423859 Wild Fluffalump, The R-1 Mwenye Hadithi Jacana

A muddy baby elephant goes to sleep under a tall 

Cottonseed tree, where the leopard’s child has been 

bouncing all night. It wakes up as a giant white fluffy ball 

and doesn’t recognise itself. The animals come one by 

one and pull and lick and tug, trying to figure out what it 

is.

IsiZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Afrikaans

9781405247450 Winnie-the-Pooh's starry night R-1 A.A. Milne & E.H. Shepard Egmont

As night falls in the Hundred Acre Wood, Winnie-the-

Pooh and his friends are making their way to bed. Press 

the button to light up the stars, then cound them and let 

the gentle rhyme lull you to sleep.

9781485600787 Woman on the Moon, The INT Sindiwe Magona David Philip Publishers

Long ago, the people of Gwadana lived simple, but 

happy, lives. They had found the secret of happiness. 

Their lives were very, very orderly. No one broke the 

rules. There were no police and no jails in that village. 

There were rules for just about anything and everything 

you care to think of, and everybody knew those rules 

well. Yes, they knew the rules very, very well indeed and 

happily obeyed them all. Until one day ... 

siZulu 

IsiXhosa 

Setswana 

Afrikaans

9781405240222 Wonderful words with Winnie-the-Pooh ECD A.A. Milne & E.H. Shepard Egmont

From things you can eat to animals you might meet, this 

delightful Winnie-the-Pooh book introduces children to 

many wonderful words. As Pooh and his friends picnic 

and play, your child can learn simple words by lifting the 

flaps and pointing to the matching objects in the 

pictures.



1869599217 Woods, Irons and greens INT Dean Iversen Shortland-Mimosa Learn about Tiger Woods and the game of golf.

9781847150042 Worms! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - a boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits! He's full to bursting with madcap plans and crazy 

ideas, and if it's trouble you're after, look no further - 

Bertie's sure to be up to his neck in it. Join Bertie as he 

tries to get out of a pink party, fails to be polite for a 

whole day and a makes really rubbish entry into the 

summer fair's flower arranging competition... 

9780521578745 Yawning is catching 2-3

Beverley Buckett, Denise 

Manning, Lungi Radasi and Lyn 

Stonestreet

Cambridge University Press

A large frog swallows Baby Busi when her mother is 

working in the fields. Then frog is swallowed by a snake 

which is swallowed by a tall bird which is swallowed by a 

crocodile which then meets a hippo which yawns. The 

habit is catching. All the others yawn too and Baby Busi 

is safely back on her blanket

Afrikaans 

isiNdebele 

isiXhosa 

Sesotho 

isiZulu Sepedi 

Setswana

9780857343505 Yellow Car, The - Board Book R-1 Igloo Books

Yellow Car is going on an adventure, BEEP-BEEP! Come 

along for the ride, as she meets all her friends o n the 

way to the beach. With a touch-and-feel cover that is 

perfect for little hands, this is a story to be shared again 

and again. 

Afrikaans 

9781770106369 Yes Yanga! INT Refiloe Moahloli Pan Macmillan

Yanga is the 3 Tins champion in his community. His life 

changes completely when his 3 Tins skills are channeled 

into cricket. Watch Yanga’s crazy talent as it takes him 

from local school team to the global sporting stage as 

one of the stars of the South African Cricket World Cup 

team

isiXhosa



9781447235767 Young, gifted & dead SEN Lucy Carver Macmillan Children's Books

You can't get into St Jude's Academy unless you're 

gifted, talented and supremely rich. New girl Alyssa is on 

a scholarship and feels like an outsider - she's not even 

that smart, apart from her photographic memory (and 

that's cheating, right?). Then one day her room-mate Lily 

is found floating face down in the lake. It looks like 

suicide, but, torn apart with guilt and grief, Alyssa is 

convinced that things aren't as they seem. Soon a jolted 

memory puts her on the trail of a sinister secret that 

might hold the clues to Lily's suspicious death. But Alyssa 

is in too deep, and she's being watched ...

9781847150394 Yuck! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Meet Dirty Bertie - a boy with nose-pickingly disgusting 

habits! He's full to bursting with madcap plans and crazy 

ideas, and if it's trouble you're after, look no further - 

Bertie's sure to be up to his neck in it. Bertie devises a 

new scheme for making filthy lucre, has a sickly time at 

the fairground and manages to teach a toddler her first 

word: Bum!

9781770103344
Zama Ndlovu: Bad black's manifesto, A 

(The Youngsters Series)
SEN Zama Ndlovu Pan Macmillan

Zama Ndlovu is a social activist, a regular columnist, the 

MD of Youth Lab and a management consultant. She is 

known more widely as the vanguard for the bad blacks 

and inventor of the hashtag and phrase ‘Bad Blacks’, said 

to describe the ‘angry blacks’ and ‘professional blacks’, 

terms coined by historian and journalist Jacob Dlamini 

and then widely spread by DA leader Helen Zille. A bad 

black’s manifesto talks interweb dating, policy-making, 

self and others’ empowerment, women’s rights as well 

as the importance of rhinos and education. 

9780330432290 Zenith SEN Julie Bertagna Pan Macmillan

Sixteen-year-old Mara and her ship of refugees are 

tracking the North Star, desperate to find a homeland in 

the melted ice mountains of Greenland. The vast, 

floating city of Pomperoy is just one of the shocks that 

are not in their navigation plans. Unwittingly, the 

refugees bring catastrophe in their wake for Tuck, a 

gypsea pirate-boy, and also for Ilira - a land whose 

inhabitants exist in a state of terror at the top of the 

world.

9781847153869 Zombie! (Dirty Bertie) INT Alan MacDonald Stripes Publishing

Join Bertie as he finds himself on the run from a 

zombified Eugene, has a smashing time with Angela 

Nicely, and gets caught up in some monkey business on 

a trip to the zoo



9781431428687 Kantiga finds the perfect name FOU Mabel Mnensa Jacana

Kantiga Finds the Perfect Name is a beautiful tale, 

infused with some magic that reimagines a popular 

African folklore for the modern child. ‘There was once a 

beautiful little girl with a heart as big as her name, 

Kantiga.

But Kantiga did not like her name.’ Hearing this, her 

Gogo tells her a magical family tale inspired by the 

folklore of the magical cracked clay pot. The magical clay 

pot appears to be useless because it is cracked and 

broken, yet we learn how this flaw that makes it more 

than perfect. Follow this beautiful tale, full of colour and 

folklore, as Kantiga tries to find the perfect name and on 

the journey learns a bit more about who she is and 

where she is from.

isiXhosa           

isiZulu              

Afrikaans

9781431428465 I Have Brown Skin and Curly Hair FOU Karen Theunissen Jacana

Everyone in this family looks different. Dad is tall and 

dark. Mum has light brown hair with green eyes. Some 

of the children have straight hair; others have curls. 

People regard them curiously until, one day, one of the 

children musters the courage to speak up proudly about 

her identity after she learns where she comes from and 

why she looks different.

isiXhosa           

Sepedi

9781485630258 Mpumi and Jabu's Magical Day! FOU Lebohang Masango David Philip Publishers

There’s magic in the air as Mpumi and Jabu play. They 

sign and laugh, as they become friends. "Oh what fun!" 

they say.

9781431429813 Astro Girl FOU Ken Wilson-Max Jacana

While her mama is away, Astrid and her papa have fun 

acting out the challenges an astronaut faces on a space 

mission “ like being in zero gravity, I can do that all day 

long!” she says, eating food from a kind of tube, and 

doing science experiments with the help of cookie 

sheets.  When at last it’s time to meet Mama at the air 

base, Astrid wears her favourite space T-shirt to greet 

her. But where exactly has Mama been? Channelling a 

sense of childlike delight, Ken Wilson-Max brings space 

travel up close for young readers and offers an inspiring 

ending.

Afrikaans         

isiZulu              

isiXhosa



9781431429899 Forgotten Scientist, The INT Lorato Trok Jacana

Unrecognised, ignored and forgotten. The Forgotten 

Scientist: The Story of Saul Sithole is the untold story of 

a pioneering black scientist who made a great 

contribution to the fields of anthropology and 

ornithology in South Africa. Saul Sithole was so 

committed to his craft that even the weight of apartheid 

did not stop him from giving 62 years of his life to the 

scientific world of birds and fossils.

isiZulu             

Sepedi                

Afrikaans       

isiXhosa          

Sesotho


