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About Biblionef South Africa

Biblionef is an NPC (Non-Profit Company) and
book donation organisation that believes all
children deserve to have access to new books
and should be able to read for pleasure in their
mother tongue. Biblionef operates according to
UNESCO's Book Donation Charter. The Charter
stipulates that book donation programmes “must
be adapted to the needs and sensitivity of the
beneficiaries and must contribute to the strength-
ening of all elements of the book sector in the
country in question, by helping not only libraries
but also bookshops, publishers and authors.”

Biblionef donates new storybooks to children
attending schools and to organisations with an
educational focus. These books support endeav-
ours to improve literacy levels, establish a reading
culture, and help create the right circumstances to
foster a love of reading and respect for the written
word.

Biblionef sources the books for our donation pro-
gramme from local publishers and bookstores. We
look for stories and content that depict African
and local culture, containing stories that South
African children can relate to. When funding al-
lows, we commission the translation, publishing
and reprinting of existing storybooks into local
languages to help broaden the base of children's
books available in South Africa.

By donating new and relatable storybooks to
schools and children's organisations throughout
the country, we believe it will encourage children
to get excited about reading. These books will be
the gateway to developing children's imaginations
and stimulating their curiosity.
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Biblionefs Programmes

Donations Programme

Our book providing service is free; we buy books with funds raised from our donors and our sustain-
ability efforts. Many requests are received weekly from children's organisations asking for books. We
assess the applications according to the organisation's needs, such as; the number of children, languages
used, and library access. Appropriate books are selected from our available book stock or purchased,
packed and dispatched to the recipient organisation, who acknowledges receipt. Our beneficiaries are
encouraged to carry out a community project as a way of ‘paying it forward' for having received books
for free. For instance, this could be cleaning the playground or school grounds, reading to children at a
local creche or singing for the elderly.

Trainingand Mentorship Sessions

When funding allows, we provide training and mentoring sessions to Foundation Phase teachers. We
always work with our donors to realise these projects. Our Project Manager offers practical examples of
how Foundation Phase teachers can incorporate storybooks into their lesson plans through a series of
in-depth workshops and in-class mentoring sessions. The current curriculum makes provision for regular
storytelling, but we have discovered that some teachers need help in using storybooks to supplement
and support their teaching. Our training assists in making storytelling more prevalent in the classroom
and encourages reading and writing for meaning amongst the learners.
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Settingup Libraries

We recognise that many schools do not have a place to store their books to make them readily available

for children. In these cases, we raise funds to supply shelving or cupboards. Depending on the available

space, we will either:

+ Provide schools with corner classroom libraries (a shelf or roller box containing books in each
classroom);

* Provide the school with a start-up library (two or more shelves and books in a classroom), or;

* Provide the school with a fully functional library (shelving, books, bookends, library software, colour
coding stickers, and date stamps).

We have also designed a display box that we provide to our beneficiaries with their donation of books.

Teachers can easily put together the box and then use it to display their donation of books.
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SupportingEarly Childhood Development (ECDs) Centres

Realising how important the early years are to a child's development, Biblionef extends its book dona-
tions to ECD Centres. Biblionef has been donating educational resources to ECD Centres for the last
19 years, with the help of several donors. We donate at least 35 storybooks and some educational toys,
puzzles and posters to support the children's cognitive development and the development of their fine
motor skills. We put the resources in a clear roller box to allow for easy storage by the practitioner.

We also work with Family Community Motivator (FCM) Programmes. The FCM Programmes were initi-
ated in response to the many preschool children not attending an ECD Centre. The FCMs support and
stimulate the child in his/ her home and at the same time reach the primary caregivers by equipping
them with parenting skills, growing their awareness and giving guidance according to their needs. For
the FCM Programmes, we provide them with a book bag containing storybooks and educational toys,
puzzles and posters. The FCM practitioner can easily carry the book bags from home to home.
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GAUTENG
483 books

6 beneficiaries

KWAZULUNATAL
3294 books

32beneficiaries

NORTHERN CAPE
467 books

7 beneficiaries
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2020 Projeci' nghllghi-s Supporting 10 Primary Schools inKwaZulu - Natal

We partnered with Kwandengezi Educare Centre in KZN to provide 10 of their Primary Schools with

Along with the rest of the world, we needed to carefully watch the impact Covid-19 had on our communities new storybooks and their foundation phase teachers with training on how to incorporate their new
and the world. Our goal was to adapt as best as possible to the changing environment and think of new ways donation of books into their curriculum. A total of 112 Foundation Phase teachers each received a pack
to reach our beneficiaries. of 15 books. This translated to a total of 1 680 new isiZulu and English storybooks being donated to the

Primary Schools.
As a result of limited travel, school closures, and the added concern of keeping our staff members and

b L . - . . As a result of Covid-19, we were unable to provide the teachers with training. This aspect of the project
eneficiaries safe, we did not carry out any training projects and school visits as planned. We are grateful to ) . : . . ;
. . s . - . will take place in the first quarter of 2021. We want to thank Sabinet Chairperson's Fund and the Fulton
our donors and partners for their understanding and flexibility during this time. Although Covid-19 placed a . ) )
- . L . . . - Trust for funding this wonderful project.
significant strain on our organisation, we still carried out many noteworthy projects. Below we have highlight-

ed some of the exemplary work our staff managed to carry out despite the pandemic.

ProvidingBook Donations to 14 Primary Schools

Thanks to our donors, IBBY (International Board on Books for Young People) South Africa and Yamada
Apiculture Centre, we supported 14 schools from Port Elizabeth and the Western Cape.

We donated a total of 3 750 new storybooks in the children's home language of isiXhosa, Afrikaans and
English to the 14 schools. In 2021 we plan to have a workshop with the schools in the Western Cape
where we will provide the Foundation Phase teachers with tips and tricks on how to incorporate their
donation of books into their curriculum. A total of 12 777 children will benefit from this project.

Some of the schools will also receive additional support from Shine Literacy through their Shine Literacy
Hour Programme and Creating a Culture of Reading at School Campaign.
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ReclaimingHistory through our Publishing Initiatives

‘The Forgotten Scientist: The Story of Saul Sithole' is the untold story of a pioneering black scientist who
made a significant contribution to the fields of anthropology and ornithology in South Africa.

Saul Sithole was so committed to his craft that even the weight of apartheid did not stop him from giving
62 years of his life to the scientific world of birds and fossils. Saul never received the official recognition
he deserved — until now.

Written by Lerato Trok, the book validates his contribution, sharing his life's work and laying out a
story that will inspire future generations of scientists. There has not been enough research done on
yesteryear's black heroes, and we will lose these stories and do our history a disservice if these stories
are not documented.

We are incredibly proud to be part of this project and applaud Lerato Trok and Jacana Media for
bringing Saul Sithole's story to the forefront. We received 3 000 copies of ‘The Forgotten Scientist'
from Jacana Media in isiXhosa, isiZulu, Sesotho, Sepedi, Afrikaans and English. We cannot wait to begin
distributing this excellent book to schools and children's organisations across South Africa. We want to
thank the National Heritage Council for funding this project.

Biblionefs Online Resources

Biblionef prides itself on being a learning organisation; we must constantly be assessing what we do to
ensure that we are providing the best service to our beneficiaries.

Between 2015—2017, Biblionef undertook an intensive 2-year reading intervention with 10 Primary Schools
in Beaufort West. We also carried out a Mixed Impact Study on a sample of three schools to assess the
effect of the intervention on the teachers and the children during the two years. Resulting from the Mixed
Impact Study, the facilitator, Marlene Rousseau, recommended that we produce a video and booklet to show
teachers easy and simple ways of incorporating the donated books into their current curriculum.

With the guidance of a literacy specialist, we followed through with the recommendation and produced six 15
to 20-minute long training videos and an activity booklet. In 2020 we launched the resources and encouraged
teachers to use them from the comfort of their homes. These resources are available on our website for easy
access by our beneficiaries.

These online resources cover the following topics:

+ How to hold a book when reading to children so that children can look at the illustrations.

+  How to read a picture book.

+  How teachers can focus on supporting children's understanding of the texts they read, i.e. offering a few
demonstrations of teachers working with children, doing post-reading activities.

+  How to work with a book when the stories' characters are of a different ethnic or religious orientation
to the learners'.

+ Examples of children's writing/ drawings, linked to Biblionef books, which would show teachers the type
of writing/ drawings children can do.

Because of limited travel in 2020, these online
resources have been beneficial to our bene-
ficiaries to ensure that they could still learn
our methodologies in their own time. A spinoff
from these resources is that other literacy or-
ganisations have also shared them with their
beneficiaries, allowing for a greater reach to
those needing them. Thank you to the SALI
Trust for funding the production of these re-
sources; it will go a long way to support our
beneficiaries and individuals in their literacy
initiatives.




Biblionefin Africa PayitForward

Biblionef South Africa is part of an independent group of sister organisations with offices in the Our beneficiaries commit to taking on projects to give something back to their communities in ‘pay-
Netherlands, France, Ghana and Tunisia. These offices donate books to countries around the world. ment' for their donation of books. This helps to improve the well-being of a community, and we hope

that it instils a sense of pride and creates a feeling of ownership and responsibility for the books.

In Africa, Biblionef SA supplies books to South African children's organisations and schools. Through
our partnership with the Beit Trust, we had the privilege of donating 2500 books to 5 high schools in
Malawi and Zambia.
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Financials

BOARD MEMBERS

Biblionef would like to thank its dedicated board members who continually challenge us to
strengthen the organisation to reach our vision and mission.

Joan de Beer (Chairperson)
Shawn Cupido
Anzil Kulsen
Mary Nassimbeni
Robert Pearce
Susan van der Schijff
Sarah Witbooi

STAFF MEMBERS

Thank you to the staff of Biblionef for their tireless work in
getting books to the children of South Africa.
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Financials

How to Support Biblionef
South Africa

Biblionef relies on the generous donations and support of Corporate, Institutional and Individual donors to
reach children in need with quality storybooks in their local language. Biblionef prides itself on its transpar-
ency and accountability, fully adhering to all donor reporting requirements.

Became gt o o et of g

R85 R4 500 R20 000 R135000 R350000

Provides 1 Provides an ECD Provides a Provides a Provides a school
storybook in a Centre with a box "Corner classroom "Start-up" library with a fully-stocked
child's mother of storybooks & library" for a school library

tongue educational toys

To support our work, you can donate online, via bank transfer, with cash or you can contact us to discuss how
to support Biblionef in another way.

Online: visit www.biblionefsa.org.za and click on "support us" to contribute via our secure platform

Bank transfer: To donate directly to Biblionef, you can make a payment to:
Account name: Biblionef South Africa

Bank: Nedbank

Branch: Pinelands

Branch Code: 104709

Account Number: 1047029170






