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The official newsletter of Biblionef South Africa 

And just like that, 2021 is nearing an end. On behalf of the Biblionef team, I would like to
thank our donors and supporters for believing in our mission and helping us get through
another challenging year. Our organisation cannot carry out its mission without you, and we
are forever grateful. 

I would also like to acknowledge the teachers of South Africa and the trying year they faced.
We have heard the pleas from many teachers in rural areas about how difficult it has been
navigating teaching during Covid-19. The transition into a digital space is one of the areas in
particular that teachers from rural areas are battling with because of a lack of support and
infrastructure. In these instances, we are happy that we could support teachers with easy-
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A message from our general manager

to-use online videos and training booklet on how to incorporate storybooks into the CAPS Curriculum. We have received lovely

feedback from teachers and literacy organisations who are making use of our resources. 

Although this year has been challenging, some say it is Version 2.0 of 2020; we celebrate carrying out many noteworthy projects and

continuing our mission of donating quality home language books to schools and children’s organisations throughout South Africa.

Here’s to the year that was, and we look forward to 2022 – whatever it may bring! 

Sunitha Amod



Our face-to-face training demands a certain level of interaction between our
facilitator and the teacher. It is difficult to maintain the interactive training
virtually, primarily due to poor internet connection.
Because our beneficiaries are in rural areas, internet access is a significant
problem.
Because of the cost of data and the amount of data needed to attend the 2-
hour training session, teachers could not purchase data unless the schools
were financially able to cover this.
Overall, Biblionef did not want to complete the two workshops to simply
conclude the project; we wanted to ensure both educators and learners bear
the fruit of this intervention.

In 2019 we set out to support 10 Primary Schools in Limpopo with 2 065 quality books
in Sepedi, Xitsonga and English. We also planned to provide five training sessions with
the Foundation Phase teachers from the schools. These sessions would include a
workshop on how to incorporate the donated books into the CAPS Curriculum and
provide in-class mentoring sessions to assist the teachers in integrating what they
learnt during the workshops. Unfortunately, because of Covid-19, our project was
halted, and we could only begin proper communication again with the teachers in
2021.

We attempted carrying out virtual training sessions with the teachers; however, we
encountered the following issues: 

Supporting 29 Early Childhood

Development Centres
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Julika Falconer, CEO at Zero2Five, approached us to help their ECD Centres with
much-needed resources. Zero2Five is an organisation whose mission is to promote
holistic Early Childhood Development in formerly disadvantaged areas by improving
learners’ health and education outcomes with nutrition and education programmes.
Thanks to our donor, Fulton Trust, we could support 29 of Zero2Five’s ECD Centres
with a donation of 580 storybooks and 145 educational toys, puzzles and posters.
These Centres are located in the Loskop, Winterton and Estcourt areas of KwaZulu-
Natal. Zero2Five will continue providing support to these Centres, ensuring that the
Practitioners use their new resources to benefit their learners.

Supporting 10 Primary Schools in

Limpopo

We were thankful to our donor, DG Murray Trust, for accommodating us and extending our project. In October 2021, we were finally able to visit the ten
schools. We mainly focused on the in-class mentoring sessions where our trainer observed how the teachers incorporated storybooks into their class
lessons. We were delighted to hear that most teachers still use the books and integrate them into their daily lesson plans. Our trainer provided additional
examples of how they could use the books in fun ways while still following the requirements of the CAPS Curriculum. 

We have recently set up a WhatsApp communication line as teachers have indicated that they prefer this method of communication as opposed to email.
We will maintain strong contact with these teachers via WhatsApp and provide them with additional information and support as necessary. 



Reflective Forums were held at all nine schools. Rousseau had the sessions with the Heads of Departments (H.O.Ds) and the Foundation Phase
teachers to determine whether the teachers were using the methodologies associated with the reading for meaning training and whether the
teachers were still using the donation of books.
In-class demonstrations were held to introduce the methodology. Rousseau was asked to demonstrate the reading for meaning training in four
of the nine schools where new teachers had joined.
A voluntary competition was set up for learners. The purpose of this was threefold:
Offering the children a fun and uplifting activity is so needed in this time of Covid-19.
To determine the extent to which Grades 1 to 3 children could express their response to and interpretations of a story through drawing and
writing.
We were keen to see whether the children in Grades 2 and 3 could write sentences that adults can read.

Between 2016 and 2017, Biblionef SA undertook an intensive 2-year reading intervention with nine Primary Schools in Beaufort West. With funding
from the SALI Trust, we carried out a Mixed Impact Study to assess the intervention’s effect on the teachers and the children during the two years.
The results were remarkable and have shaped how we work today.
In 2020, the SALI Trust granted us additional funding to evaluate whether the teachers were still using the methodologies taught and if the books
were still being used. Initially set to be completed in 2021, our project was delayed due to Covid-19. With understanding and support from the SALI
Trust, we conducted our assessment in May 2021. Marlene Rousseau, Childhood Specialist and our partner on this project, carried out the following
activities to assess the situation and reinforce the prior learning:

1.

2.

3.

During the reflective sessions and the in-class demonstrations, Rousseau reported witnessing the detrimental effects of Covid-19 on the schools.
Each time Rousseau walked into a school, she was greeted with silence. Teachers may not walk down any row or alongside children’s tables to see
whether learners correctly carry out tasks. Consequently, teachers can only see which children need assistance after completing an activity. Break-
times are also quiet, with Grades 1 to 3 learners sitting outside on painted dots that are 1.5 metres apart. They may not sing, recite rhymes or poems,
stand up, play soccer, or skip and clap games.

Rousseau discovered that six of the nine schools’ systemic results improved by 100% to 200% from 2016 (the first year of the project) to 2018 (the
year after the project had ended). The doubling and tripling of the results are remarkable. Although the marks are below average compared to the
schools in the coastal towns and cities, it is still a serious indicator of how strong Biblionef’s literacy intervention was. Angela Schaffer-Smith,
Education Evaluator, confirmed Rousseau’s observation. In addition, Rousseau found that 60%-70% of the books were ‘worn’, which indicates that
the books are being well-used by the teachers and learners.

Although several teachers had left the schools and considering the effects of Covid-19, we are still pleased with the finding that some of the
teachers are still using the methodology, and the books are still being used. We are grateful to the SALI Trust for affording us this opportunity; we
can now make a compelling case for our reading for meaning training. Furthermore, we can learn from Rousseau’s overall findings to strengthen our
existing training programme.
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Assessment of our 2016 Beaufort

West Literacy Intervention



Christmas Gifting with BIblionef

become part of our network

of givers

This Christmas, get your children the gift that keeps on giving! Biblionef has a vast selection of quality, appropriate storybooks in all 11 languages. By
purchasing a book for your child, you will not only be encouraging their development, but it will also allow us to donate books to children less fortunate. You
can view our catalogue or email us (info@biblionefsa.org.za) to set up an appointment to visit our office in Pinelands, Cape Town. 

For as little as R85, you can add so much joy into a young child's life. With the support from amazing individuals like you, we are able to continue our mission
of getting quality storybooks into the hands of children throughout South Africa. Donate now or click here to find out about other ways you can support our
cause. 

Join our mailing list

http://www.biblionefsa.org.za/view-catalogue/
https://biblionefsa.us18.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d8d3c91f290c67372902c5538&id=e165532a01
https://www.givengain.com/d/c/3946#amount
http://www.biblionefsa.org.za/support-us/

