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JUST THE FACTS
The official newsletter of Biblionef South Africa 

Along with you, we are closely watching the impact Covid-19 is having on our

communities and the world. As an organisation, we strive to adapt to the current

environment and are always thinking of new ways to reach our beneficiaries. 

As a result of limited travel and school closures as well as the added concern of

keeping our staff members and beneficiaries safe, we did not carry out any

training projects and school visits as planned. We are grateful to our donors and

partners for their understanding and flexibility during this time. 

Although Covid-19 has placed a major strain our organisation, we were still able to

carry out noteworthy projects. In 2020, we managed to support 184 beneficiaries

with a total of 17 324 books! In our first issue of 'Just the Facts' we are excited to

highlight a few of our major projects and share with you some of the wonderful

work we have managed to carry out in spite of Covid-19. 
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Supporting 14 schools in Port

Elizabeth and the Western Cape 

Thanks so our amazing donors IBBY (International Board on

Books for Young People) South Africa and Yamada Apiculture

Center, we were able to support 14 schools from Port Elizabeth

and the Western Cape. 

A total of 3 600 new storybooks in the children’s home

language of isiXhosa, Afrikaans and English were donated to

the 14 schools. In 2021 we plan to have a workshop with the

schools in the Western Cape where we will provide the

foundation phase teachers with tips and tricks on how to

incorporate their donation of books into their curriculum. 

Some of the schools will also receive additional support from

Shine Literacy through their  Shine Literacy Hour Programme

and through their Creating a Culture of Reading at School

Campaign. 

In partnership with Lerato's Hope and The Bookery, we will be

providing EA Janari Primary School with a makeover of their

school library. 

Thanks to our donors Wings of Support and Wilde Ganzen

Foundation, we will be donating approximately 2 568 new
fiction, non-fiction and reference books in isiXhosa and English

for the school's library. We will also provide the library with

additional resources to ensure that it is fully functional, this

includes shelving, tables, a laptop, and library software. 

Lerato's Hope along with their donor have ensured that the

library space could be extended to accommodate more

learners. The organisation will also work with EA Janari Primary
to employ and fund a Library Assistant. Once the Library
Assistant is employed, The Bookery will provide them with

training and support on how to run the school library. 

We are planning to officially open the school's library at the

end of February - beginning of March 2021. We are thankful to

our partners and donors for making this project possible.   

Partnering for holistic school support

C O M P L E T E D  P R O J E C T S  
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Biblionef in Africa

In Africa, Biblionef SA supplies books to South African

children’s organisations and schools. Through our partnership

with the Beit Trust, we had the privilege of donating 2 500

books to 5 high schools in Malawi and Zambia.

Supporting 10 Primary Schools in

KwaZulu-Natal

We partnered with Kwandengezi Educare  Centre  in  KwaZulu-

Natal to provide 10 of their Primary Schools with new

storybooks and also provide their foundation phase teachers

with training on how to incorporate their new donation of

books into their curriculum. 

A total of 1 680 new isiZulu and English storybooks have been

selected, covered and packed and will be sent to the 10

schools in 2021. As a result of Covid-19 we were unable to

provide the teachers with training. We are paying close

attention to the current situation surrounding Covid-19 and

when we are able to, we will carry out the training with the

teachers. 

A huge thank you to our donors, Fulton Trust and Sabinet, for

making this project possible. 
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'The Forgotten Scientist: The Story of Saul Sithole' is the

untold story of a pioneering black scientist who made a

phenomenal contribution to the fields of anthropology
and ornithology in South Africa. 

Saul Sithole was so committed to his craft that even the

weight of apartheid did not stop him from giving 62 years

of his life to the scientific world of birds and fossils. Saul

never received the official recognition he deserved – until

now. 

Written by Lerato Trok, this book validates his

contribution, sharing his life’s work and laying out a story
that will inspire future generations of scientists. We are

thrilled to have commissioned the publication of this book

with Jacana Media with funding from the National

Heritage Council. There has not been enough research

done on yesteryear’s black heroes, and we will lose these

stories and do our history a disservice if we do not
document those stories. African-American history and

heroes are easily accessible, e.g. Jesse Owen, Harriet
Tubman, Malcolm X and others, but we fail to write about
our own stories and recognize our history and heroes. 

We are extremely proud to be part of this project and

applaud Lerato Trok and Jacana Media for bringing the

story of Saul Sithole to the forefront. We have received a

total of 3 000 copies of The Forgotten Scientist from

Jacana Media in isiXhosa, isiZulu, Sesotho, Sepedi,
Afrikaans and English. We cannot wait to begin

distributing this wonderful book to schools and children’s
organisations across South Africa. 

Commissioning the Publication of

'The Forgotten Scientist: 

The Story of Saul Sithole' 

P U B L I C A T I O N  P R O J E C T
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Developing training videos and a

booklet for foundation teachers

How to hold a book when reading to children so that
children can look at the illustrations.  
How to read a picture-book.  
How teachers can focus on supporting children’s
understanding of the texts they read; i.e. offering a few
demonstrations of teachers working with children, doing

post-reading activities.  
How to work with a book when the characters in a story
are of a different ethnic or religious orientation to those

of the children who receive a Biblionef book donation.
Real examples of children’s writing/ drawings, linked to

Biblionef books, which would show teachers the type of

writing/ drawings children can do.   

Biblionef prides itself on being a learning organization; it is

crucial that we are constantly assessing what we do to ensure

that we are providing the best service to our beneficiaries.

Between 2015–2017, Biblionef undertook an intensive 2-year

reading intervention with 10 Primary Schools in Beaufort West.
We also carried out a Mixed Impact Study on a sample of 3
schools to assess what effect the intervention had on the

teachers and the children during the 2 years. Resulting from

the Mixed Impact Study, the facilitator, Marlene Rousseau,
recommended that a video and booklet be produced that
shows teachers how to easily incorporate the donated books

into their current curriculum. 

With the generous support of the SALI Trust, in 2019, we were

able to produce 6, 15 to 20-minute training videos and a

booklet that has been uploaded onto our website (see here). 

These online resources cover the following topics:  

These resources have been especially useful to our

organization during the Covid-19 lockdown, with teachers

being able to easily access our resources online.

O N L I N E  E D U C A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S  
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http://www.biblionefsa.org.za/about-2/


Farewell to Valerie Lenders

After 12 years of hard work and dedication our

Bookkeeper, Valerie Lenders, bids us farewell as

she ventures on her journey of retirement. 

Anyone who has crossed paths with Valerie would

attest to her bubbly, warm and welcoming

personality.  She will be dearly missed!

We wish Valerie a wonderful and well-deserved

retirement. 

From the Biblionef team, we would like to wish each and every one of our donors, beneficiaries, partners and

supporters a wonderful and safe festive season. This year has been unlike any other before it, may this much

needed break give us the strength and positivity to take on the new year by storm! 

Season's Greetings

B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S  
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https://www.givengain.com/d/c/3946#initialise

