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Contents For more than 15 years, Biblionef has successfully selected, sourced and 
distributed books, connecting the right books with the right audience. We 
have earned our reputation as the organisation with the widest selection 
of children’s storybooks in all of South Africa’s 11 official languages, and 
our contribution to the development of children’s literacy in South Africa is 
widely recognised by literacy organisations at home and abroad. We have 
donated well over a million books, but there remains so much more to be 
done in establishing a culture of reading.
The following pages briefly touch upon some of the exceptional work Bib-
lionef does for disadvantaged children in South Africa and the region. As 
you read about our activities and learn more about our beneficiaries and the donors who make our 
work possible, we hope the joy and passion that drives our work is evident to you. We believe children 
should grow up in a multi-lingual environment, and should be exposed to stories that reflect their lives 
and spark their interest in the world around them. These beliefs underpin all of the work that we do, 
and drive the hard work and dedication of our staff to connect young readers to books and encourage 
a lifelong love of reading.

Our report also looks forward to what lies ahead for Biblionef. It is an exciting time for the organisation. 
In 2015, under the wise guidance of our board, we reflected critically on our work and made plans to 
improve our programming impact in the years ahead, a sure sign that Biblionef is a vibrant and evolving 
organisation.

I thank the generous support of our donors over the past year that has allowed Biblionef to touch the 
lives of thousands of children throughout South Africa. Thank you for your continued support to help us 
bring our vision to life.

Mr. Herman Bailey
Chairperson of Biblionef 
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We believe that all children should have access to books in 
their mother tongue and should be able to read for pleasure. 

Biblionef South Africa donates new storybooks to schools and literacy programmes in disadvan-
taged communities throughout South Africa and Lesotho, focusing on getting the right book to 
the right programme and child. To this end, we donate new children’s books in all 11 of South 
Africa’s official languages so children can enjoy books in their mother tongue.

About 
Biblionef

Our 
mission 

is to make books avail-
able for children (ages 3 to 

18) in all official languages, for 
reading pleasure and education 
and thereby lay the foundation 

for children to make good 
decisions through critical 

thinking, and live balanced 
and productive lives. 

Our vision 
is to create life-

long readers who are 
good citizens, can read 

and think for themselves, 
resulting in a society where 

everyone is literate, has 
access to education and 
read both for pleasure 

and necessity.  

Biblionef operates according to UNESCO’s Book Donation Charter that stipulates 
that book donation programmes “must be adapted to the needs and sensitivity 
of the beneficiaries and must contribute to the strengthening of all elements of 
the book sector in the country in question, by helping not only libraries but also 
bookshops, publishers, and authors.”

We source books for our donation programme from local publishers and look for stories that 
depict African culture and contain stories that South African children can relate to. Commis-
sioning the translation, publishing and reprinting of exciting stories into local languages helps 
broaden the base of stories available to children in the country. Braille and large print books are 
also made available for blind and visually impaired children.

“One major change that has occurred is that our library is being used a 
lot more than before. Children are renting out books on Friday’s for the 
weekend. When they return, the teachers ask them follow up questions 
about the book they’ve read. Some of the books are also in English, the 
children use these books to practice their reading and comprehension 
skills with one another. Reaching out to speak English about the books 
is not typical at our school because before, children were too afraid to 
make a mistake when trying to learn English.” - Fandani Primary School 
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BOOK DONATION PROCESS

Beneficiary organisations are 
to send regular reports to 
Biblionef on the impact 
of the books donated.

Beneficiary organisations are 
encouraged to use the books 
to it’s fullest potential for the 

benefit of the children.

STEP 4

Once an application is evaluated
& accepted; books are selected, 

packaged & dispatched 
to organisation.

STEP 2

Organisations wishing to
 receive books submit
written applications 

to Biblionef.

STEP 1 STEP 3

Mother tongue

Languages

Xhosa Sepedi

Zulu

60% 43%

83%

basic application 
requirements

Our Work 
and its 
Impact Biblionef is 

dedicated to buying and 
commissioning books that 

children in disadvantaged communi-
ties throughout South Africa can relate 

to. Books donated by Biblionef must meet 
three criteria:

African content: Settings and characters that 
children can relate to are vital factors that 

assist in getting them excited about the sto-
ries and foster a life-long love of reading.

Indigenous languages: Extensive research has 
clearly shown that children, who learn basic 

reading and writing skills in their mother 
tongue perform better in school. 

New books: Our gift to the child is that 
donated books are always new – children 

deserve to have new books that feel 
and smell good and excite 

their imagination.
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PARtneRIng FOR IMPACt

SUPPORteD BY AngLOgOLD ASHAntI

In 2015, Biblionef partnered with the Zisize Edu-
cation Trust (Zisize) in Ingwavuma, KZN to provide 
books and train teachers in 10 primary schools. 
With significant financial support from AngloGold 
Ashanti, Biblionef and Zisize were able to com-
bine their work and create greater impact on the 
schools, learners and teachers than either could 
have achieved alone.

Zisize conducted training sessions with teachers 
from the 10 schools on the importance of sto-
rytelling, reading aloud and creating an environ-
ment that fosters a love for reading. The first 
training focused on the foundations of creating 
a reading-centred classroom: creating corner 
libraries, reading aloud, storytelling, story writing, 
creating wall stories and displaying children and 
teacher’s work on the walls, and the rules of 
book care. The second training built this foun-
dation and introduced dynamic reading-focused 
activities teachers could use in the classroom, 
such as spelling bees, storytelling groups, book 
reviews, pupil dictionaries, and went into more 
depth around storytelling and writing, wall stories 
and reading aloud. Exchanges with the schools 
already implementing learning from the training 
were instrumental in showing teachers how their 
classroom environments could change. 

“We arranged for the teachers to visit 
Khethani [one of the three schools that 
already received training from Zisize] and 
see for themselves how easy it is to teach 
reading skills and start reading clubs. 
They were motivated and encouraged to 
promote reading in their schools and use 
some tricks and techniques they observed 
at Khethani. Children were reading, sum-
marizing the stories they had read, had 
new vocabulary that they used in their 
sentences. It was more practical and one 
could see that children were enjoying 
reading. Some were dramatizing the 
stories they had read. Little books were 
made and written by children and were 
displayed on walls, you could see life in 
their classroom.” - Zisize

Biblionef’s donation of books complemented and 
strengthened the training. A total of 2620 isiZulu 
and English storybooks (2000 from AngloGold 
and an additional 620 books from Biblionef) and 
9610 class readers were donated to the 10 schools 
- Biblionef received the class readers as a dona-
tion from Via Afrika and was thrilled to be able 

Their corner libraries have been 
boosted by newspapers and mag-
azines that teachers collect and put 
them in the corner library for the 
children to help themselves. The 
culture of reading has been seen in 
the seven schools because teachers 
have been implementing what 
they have learnt in training work-
shops. We were hearing children 
reading aloud like frogs singing in 
the water pools which is no longer 
happening in schools. - Zisize

to use them for this project. Where there were 
no libraries to house the books, Biblionef encour-
aged teachers to make simple corner libraries in 
the classrooms to house the new collections. 

The project provided improved quality of edu-
cation and reading resources for 3310 children. 
Combining the strengths of the two organisations 
– training and book donation – has enhanced both 
programs. Newly trained teachers now have the 
resources to put the skills learned into immediate 
action in the classroom, using the storybooks as 
tools to improve their teaching. Zisize continues 
to monitor the schools and the performance of 
the teachers to ensure that the learning from the 
trainings are being incorporated into the class-
rooms and that the books are being used effec-
tively as teaching aides. 

“

”
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PROvIDIng SePeDI BOOkS 
In BOCHUM

In the very rural areas in and around Bochum 
in the Limpopo province, children have little 
opportunity to see books in their home language, 
Sepedi. Only spoken by 9.1% of South Africans, 
Sepedi storybooks are not widely available. 
As the only organisation in South Africa able to 
provide partners nationwide (including the most 
rural schools) with a wide variety of books with 
relevant content in all 11 of the country’s official 
languages, Biblionef was able to assist.

With generous support from a donor in the Neth-
erlands, Biblionef supplied nine primary schools 
around Bochum with much needed Sepedi sto-
rybooks, benefitting 2439 children. Biblionef’s 
Executive Director travelled personally to hand 
over the books to the schools, interacting with the 
teachers and school representatives and learning 
of their challenges.

Teachers and learners alike have benefitted from 
the book donations. Teachers are more motivated 
to teach reading and have greater resources, and 
children are using the library and reading more.

The children were very excited when they helped open the box, they did not realise 
that they would be getting books in their home language. The children wanted to 
read them immediately! I allowed some of the older children to read and later on, I 
buddied them with a younger child so that they could read to them. This peer reading 
has been continued and is thoroughly enjoyed by the children. All of the books were 
exceptionally chosen! The books we use the most are the Sepedi picture storybooks 
and the Sepedi graded readers. The community has also gotten involved to help us 
create a love of reading amongst our children; the aunties in the area have attended 
a workshop on how to read a story and they are doing this with the younger children 
every day. - Holy Family Care Centre  

“Ever since receiving books from Bib-
lionef, our learners have started valuing 
books as a great resource for academic 
development. This is evident when they 
flock to the library in the morning before 
the school starts and during breaks for 
read-ins and also after school for check 
outs.”      – Mmeshi Primary School  

“Our learners are really enjoying the 
books. This is evident when they tell sto-
ries, explain the moral of the stories and 
speak fondly of the books they enjoy 
reading. Learners are also checking out 
new books in great numbers every week. 
Our learners have become more confident 
when reading aloud during the assembly.” 

– Thutlwamakwa Primary School 

“

”
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LIMPOPO
59 beneficiaries
8522 books

GAUTENG
79 beneficiaries
6681 books

NORTH WEST
5 beneficiaries
1110 books

NORTHERN CAPE
14 beneficiaries
2470 books

FREE STATE
41 beneficiaries
3232 books

WESTERN CAPE
132 beneficiaries
14847 books

EASTERN CAPE
30 beneficiaries
10753 books

KWAZULU NATAL
58 beneficiaries
7415 books

MPUMALANGA
40 beneficiaries
5409 books

2015 
FOOtPRInt
In 2015 we donated 60439 books to 
460 beneficiary organisations across all 11 provinces. 

Total number of books donated per language

Xitsonga
907

TshiVenda
780

Sisiwati
51

Setswana
821

Sesotho
3459

Sepedi
4595

isiZulu
5976

isiXhosa
5239

isiNdebele
2395

English
20007

Afrikaans
14600
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Biblionef in Africa 
Biblionef South Africa is part of an independent group of sister organisations with offices in Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Ghana, France and Suriname. These offices donates books to countries around the world. 

In Africa, Biblionef SA supplies books to South Africa and Lesotho. Through its partnership with the 
Beit Trust, in 2015, Biblionef SA had the privilege of donating 3 000 books to 6 High Schools in Malawi, 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. Biblionef SA was also able to donate 672 storybooks to 9 children’s organisations 
in Zimbabwe. 

 

BRIngIng SeSOtHO-LeSOtHO 
StORYBOOkS tO LeSOtHO

Since 2003, Biblionef has helped meet the great 
need for home language storybooks in Lesotho 
by providing titles in Lesotho-Sesotho to partner 
organisations. Biblionef has commissioned 
the publishing of 25 titles in Lesotho-Sesotho, 
amounting to over 17 000 new storybooks 
donated to 325 organisations between 2003 and 
2012. 

Since 2013, Biblionef has been partnering with 
Malehlohonolo Ndumo Foundation (MNF), 
an organisation focusing on the promotion of 
reading and literacy amongst children and youth 
in Lesotho. Biblionef is working to make a lasting 
impact on the children in Lesotho, and funding 
from Coronation Asset Management, Biblionef 
has been able to support approximately 300 
schools there over the last three years.  

In 2015 Biblionef’s partnership continued with a 
total of 33 boxes of books donated to MNF for 
their literacy programme. This consisted of 488 
Lesotho-Sesotho storybooks as well as 1914 Eng-
lish storybooks. To ensure that MNF received a 
greater variety of storybooks, Biblionef purchased 
80 Sesotho Lesotho storybooks from a local NGO 
in Lesotho called Paleng Children’s Centre, “Moon, 
Rain and Wind” and “M’e Maneo’s Pumpkin”. 

On the 17th December 2015, Biblionef had the 
privilege of handing over this donation to MNF. 
The National University of Lesotho’s Department 
of Languages and the USA Embassy in Lesotho 
were extremely impressed by the quality and 
variety of Lesotho-Sesotho books donated by 
Biblionef. 

Being that Lesotho-Sesotho storybooks are 
extremely difficult to come by, Biblionef con-
tinues to make a concerted effort to source only 
the best storybooks for organisations in Lesotho. 
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Publishing Initiatives 
Biblionef is continually identifying new books with appropriate African content that would be interesting 
to South African children. When funding allows, Biblionef commissions the publishing and reprints of 
children’s storybooks in all eleven languages. These books are then added to Biblionef’s existing book 
stock and distributed to its beneficiaries. In 2015, the following publishing initiatives were carried out 
by Biblionef:   JAFTA SERIES: 

 JAFTA; JAFTA’S MOTHER; JAFTA’S FATHER
Author Hugh Lewin
Illustrated by Lisa Klopper
Available in Setswana, Sepedi, isiXhosa, isiZulu, Sesotho, Afrikaans and English
The “Jafta” series of books was born after prize-winning author, Hugh Lewin, was 
released from prison after a seven-year sentence for his opposition to apartheid. 
Jafta, a young boy growing up in Africa, describes some of his everyday feelings 
by comparing his actions to those of various African animals. With exquisite 
poignancy, Hugh Lewin describes the life of separation Jafta experiences growing 
up without his father. Later in the series, we learn of Jafta’s love for his mother 
and we share the tenderness and celebration of Jafta’s father’s homecoming. The 
book is filled with rich illustrations and clever similes to explain all sorts of feel-
ings and actions. The stories live and breathe, beautifully rendered by the lyrical 
artwork of Lisa Kopper.

“I have read Jafta to early grade children – grades 1 & 2 & they 
love it. We spent a lot of time discussing the sizes & habitats of the 
various animals, the way they move & whether they are soft, hard, 
bristly or smooth. It is a lovely book to introduce the concept of 
difference to the children & why those differences are important in 
the natural world.”

The children love to read UJafta (Jafta) and Ingubo Ebomvu (The Red Dress) 
because of the easy way of writing and the colours and pictures of these books. Even 
for me who cannot read Zulu, I could understand the story just by looking at the 
pictures. The children argue every time about who’s next in taking out these books.

TABU AND THE DANCING ELEPHANTS
Author Rene Deetlefs; 
Illustrated by Lyn Gilbert
Available in all 11 languages
A folktale of a happy family in traditional Africa. Tabu is a child who is taken away to 
watch the elephants dance, though his father goes wild with worry. Of course, a happy 
ending for a most pleasantly illustrated story.

A FRIEND FOR ASANDA
Author Carole Bloch; 
Illustrated by Bev de Meyer
Available in English, Afrikaans, Xhosa, Zulu
A cheerfully illustrated, light-hearted simple story (for first readers) of Asanda who con-
siders a wide range of South African animals before deciding that Big Dog is her real 
friend. Reading fun alongside vocabulary building. The artwork is full of character and 
invites an inquiring eye.

THE RED DRESS
Author Dux van der Walt; Illustrated by Anneliese Voigt
Available in English, Afrikaans, Zulu, Xhosa, Sesotho, Setswana, Sepedi
A picture book about a small African girl who puts on the red dress made by her 
Grandma before Christmas Day. She climbs through a barbed-wire fence, tears the 
dress, dirties it at the windmill, covers it with dust as she plays. The full-page colour 
illustrations won the Vivian Wilkes Award 1997. It is a beautiful, simple, compassionate 
book true to rural life in Africa.

“
”
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SOME OF US ARE LEOPARDS, SOME OF US ARE LIONS
Author Mike Kantey
Illustrated by Nelda Vermaak
Available in all 11 languages
The first book to portray (in 1987) black South African children in a school setting with 
honour and integrity. The young hero feels inadequate since he comes from a farm and 
knows nothing about the city. Eventually, his ability to cope with a large spider in the 
classroom earns him the respect he needs – and deserves. 

THREE FRIENDS AND A TAXI
Author Maryanne Bester; Illustrated by Shayle Bester
Available in all 11 languages
A large-paged, picture-book about three animals in bright modern 
clothes catching a taxi to town. A bumpy journey past plenty of African 
scenery. They pay different fares and that is why these animals have 
different attitudes towards taxis. Or so the story tells!

THE LITTLE RED HEN
Author Margie Orford; Illustrated by Karen Lilje
Available in English, Afrikaans, Zulu, Xhosa, Sesotho, Setswana, Sepedi, Siswati, Xitsonga 
Margie Orford turns this old folktale into something both poetical and fun. The happy 
pictures place the story in Africa with a honey badger and pumpkins and rondavels. 
Bright and lively.

“Our Story Magic and Stories of Africa by Gcina Mhlophe have 
been read again & again to classes of all ages…The stories are 
all those that the children we work with can relate to & they 
can be appreciated by the older classes as well as enjoyed by the 
young ones.”

WAKE UP
Author Ian Lusted and Comien van Wyk
Available in all 11 languages
Bold pictures on plain colour pages show two children getting up, dressing, having 
breakfast, playing, listening to a story and heading back to bed. Very simple.

STORIES OF AFRICA
Author Gcina Mhlophe
This folklore story collection offers a feast of enjoyment for young South African 
readers. It contains ten enchanting tales, steeped in the imaginative richness 
of African story-telling. Told with inimitable aplomb by Gcina Mhlophe, South 
Africa's most popular performance story-teller, and illustrated by a lively selec-
tion of KwaZulu-Natal artistic talent, Stories of Africa is a classic to delight new 
readers across the multicultural spectrum.

OUR STORY MAGIC
Author Gcina Mhlophe
Gcina Mhlophe says that “Stories with magic inspire us to believe in hope 
and dreams. How will anyone recognize 'real life' miracles if they have not 
learned about magic from stories”?  “Our Story Magic” is another collection of 
enchanting and compelling African folklore tales written for children, with illus-
trations by artists from KwaZulu-Natal. Some of the magical stories in this collec-
tion include: Sun and the Moon, Queen of the Tortoises, Moonlight Magic, Dad 
Is Eating Ashes, The Singing Dog, Jojela’s Wooden Spoon, and Sunset Colours.

“These stories connect to the old stories that we have been told.  
My favourites are: Moon & the Sun, Kankosi, Mazanendaba, & 
How did Tortoise Gain Respect.  These stories encourage them to 
tell the stories that they know.”

“All these books are read daily, and are seldom in the library. They are very popular with our children.”
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Paying it forward
Biblionef book recipients commit to taking on a community project to give back to their community 
in “payment” for the books. This helps to further improve the community, as well as create a sense of 
ownership and responsibility for the books.

Learners from Victory Primary School 
paid a visit to their local old age home 
and read stories to the elderly. The ini-
tiative was so warmly welcomed that 
the Principal has decided to make this 
a regular activity .

Learners from Malabela Secondary 
School in KwaZulu-Natal visited 

local crèches to read to the young 
children and to demonstrate the 

importance of storytelling.

Learners from Tshaulu Primary School in Limpopo filled over 25 
large trash bags with rubbish that they picked up off the streets! 

Lucas Memorial Combined Primary School in KwaZulu-Natal picked 
fresh vegetables from their school garden and distributed them to 
children’s homes in the area
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Donors
In 2015, Biblionef was supported by corporate and individual donors whose 
contributions allowed us to connect young readers with books that spark their 
imagination and speak to them in their own language.

“ Until we see a 
brighter future 
in our Childrens 
eyes, not much of 
what we do today 
has any value” 
Gcina Mhlope.
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Board Members

Staff Members

Biblionef would like to thank its dedicated board members who continually challenge us to strengthen 
the organisation to reach our vision and mission. We would like to thank Elizabeth de Roubaix and Olga 
Sema, who stepped down this year, for their service to Biblionef, and welcome Mothepa Masina to the 
board.
Herman Bailey (President)   Jean Williams (Executive Director)
Robert Pearce     Joan de Beer
Mary Nassimbeni    Thomas van der Walt
Mothepa Masina

Biblionef’s hard working team come 
together every day to make all of 
our work possible. 

Behind the 
Scenes
As part of its three-year planning cycle, Biblionef embarked upon a “strategic rethink” process in 2015 
supported by The Oppenheimer Memorial Trust. Rather than defining a static plan for 2016-18, Biblionef 
took stock of its approach, asking tough questions and critically thinking about how we could do things 
differently to have a greater impact.

Two workshops were convened in November 2015 in Cape Town and Johannesburg, bringing together 
48 participants from 31 organizations working in literacy programming. The outcome of the workshops 
was a reaffirmation of Biblionef’s core strength, which lies in sourcing and distributing books to partner 
organizations. Five key learning points emerged from the rethink, which will guide Biblionef’s work over 
the coming years:

Focus on our core programming. Biblionef’s strengths lie in selecting, sourcing and distributing 
quality books. What we do is unique – we are the only organisation focusing on donating local lan-
guage storybooks at this scale. We should continue to focus on this aspect of our work, and not try 
and be everything to everyone.

Partner for greater impact. To focus on what we do best, Biblionef needs to partner more 
with other literacy organisations working on training, library development, and other programming 
elements that are necessary to make the books we provide have an impact on the children.

Demonstrate results. It is not enough simply to show that books have been delivered, Biblionef 
must measure and show the results and impact of our work. While we have been collecting stories 
and anecdotal feedback, we must invest time in establishing systematic ways to measure and quan-
tify the impact that our work, in collaboration with our partners, is having.

Reflecting on and Rethinking Biblionef’s Approach

Look to future and plan for transition. Biblionef has a committed, dynamic board and Exec-
utive Director, but we must not rely too heavily on a few. Over the next several years, we anticipate 
significant change in the board and staff as people retire and move on. We must plan for change, 
attracting young, enthusiastic board members and putting in place a transition plan to help the 
organisation weather the coming change.

In 2016, Biblionef has committed to changing our approach to reflect the learning from the strategic 
rethink sessions.
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Financials

Operating 
Expenses

62%

Programme Expenses
38%

Individuals 1%

Income
Generation

39%

Donation of 
Books Received

1%

Trusts and 
Foundations

37%

Corporate
Sector

2%

International 
Funding

20%

StAteMent OF FInAnCIAL POSItIOn 

YeAR enDIng 31 DeCeMBeR 2015

ASSETS
Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment 196 279
Other financial assets   1 118 661
     1 314 940

CURRENT ASSESTS
Inventories     1
Trade and other receivables   528 103
Cash and cash equivalents  2 252 709
     2 780 913
Total Assets    4 095 753

RESERVES AND LIABILITIES
Reserves
Accumulated surplus   2 719 851

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Current tax payable   100 980
Trade and other payables   60 341
Deffered Income   1 214 581
     1 375 902
Total Reserves and Liabilities  4 095 753

expenditure

Income

how to support our work
Biblionef relies on the generous donations and support of corporate, institutional and individual donors 
to reach children in need with storybooks that they can relate to in local languages. Biblionef prides 
itself on its transparency and accountability, fully adhering to all donor reporting requirements.

Become part of our network of givers

R60
provides a story-
book in a child’s 
local language

R20 000
provides a 

“Corner Classroom 
Library”

R350 000
provides a school 

with a fully-stocked 
library

provides an ECD 
centre with a box 
of storybooks & 
educational toys

R4 500 R135 000
provides a 

“Start-up Library” 
for a school

Online: Visit www.biblionefsa.org.za and click the “donate” button to contribute via our secure platform.

Bank transfer: To donate directly to Biblionef, you can make payment to:
Account Name: Biblionef South Africa
Bank: Nedbank
Branch: Pinelands
Branch code: 104709
Account Number: 1047029170

To support our work, you can donate online, via bank transfer, with cash or cheque, or contact us to 
discuss how to support Biblionef in another way.



Biblionef South Africa
SASnev Building, 
4 Central Square, 

Pinelands, Cape town, 
South Africa, 7780
tel: 021 531 0447    
Fax: 021 531 0455

email: info@biblionefsa.org.za
Website: www.biblionefsa.org.za

get in touch


