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FROM THE BOARD
With the weakening economic situation in our country, many voluntary organisations, like Biblionef and others in various other fields, are finding it harder to get funding for the important work they 
are doing. Biblionef has been very fortunate for more than twenty years to have built up long-standing partnerships with loyal and supportive donors and sponsors; private as well as corporate. 
The Biblionef Board and staff are most appreciative of the support over many years which has sustained our work and enabled us to bring books to the children of our country, to open the world of 
books and reading for enjoyment to them and to support their learning, language development and critical thinking skills through the exposure to reading and books. 

Biblionef was able to donate a total of 66 191 new books to 680 schools and children’s organisations throughout the country. This was made possible with the financial support of our donors. With 
the aid of the Beit Trust, one of our long-standing supporters, Biblionef was also able to assist in providing appropriate books in two of our neighbouring countries through a donation of 3 645 books 
to 8 high schools in Malawi and Zambia. 

The year 2019 brought unique challenges and interesting new developments. On the retirement of the previous director after having been part of Biblionef since its inception, the Board gave care-
ful consideration to restructuring of the organisational structure under severe financial constraints and with new opportunities unfolding. Staff had to work hard to identify and utilise opportunities 
arising, to strengthen the fundraising activities and to fully implement programmes developed and initiated in the previous year. The new approach towards some existing activities and broadening 
of the scope of the work, have provided staff with opportunities for personal growth. 

Under the guidance and leadership of the new general manager, Sunitha Amod, the staff again showed their loyalty and dedication to adapt so well and spontaneously to the new staff structure 
and took on new tasks and responsibilities with energy and enthusiasm. The support of the Board was crucial in determining the new strategic approach and to ensure financial sustainability under 
difficult economic circumstances. Board members from diverse backgrounds and with years of expertise and knowledge among them, and above all, dedication and commitment to the work of 
Biblionef, made for robust, meaningful and open discussions based on strong arguments, different opinions and viewpoints. The well-considered advice resulted in consensus on the new business 
model and the way forward. Board members continued to avail themselves for advice and support during the implementation of the new organisational structure, ensuring smooth transition.  

One of the means to ensure financial sustainability led to the official launch in July 2019 of the Social Enterprise initiative. The sale of books and rendering of services to individuals, companies and 
organisations, within the limits set by tax legislation, have supplemented Biblionef’s funding, making it possible to carry a portion of the administrative costs and making even more funding available 
for our main activity and raison d’être, namely book distribution. 

A proud Biblionef project is the training to support the book donations made to schools. This followed the successful completion of the investigation into the impact which story books have in 
schools. This was the first full year in which book donations to schools were supplemented with training to teachers in the optimal use of the books in classrooms. It is an exciting extension of our 
work and we strongly believe that children who are guided in their reading of the books stand to benefit much more in developing their reading, understanding and language skills. The financial 
support of our donors to develop the training programme is highly appreciated. 

Early childhood education has always been one of Biblionef’s important focus areas. In the year under review, Biblionef was able to provide 100 Early Childhood Development Centres and Family 
Community Motivator (FCM) Programmes with story books and educational toys, with funding from the Jim Joel Fund.  

To the Biblionef staff, Brian, Cindy, Darcell, Eric, Sunitha, Nokuthula, Marlene and Valerie, on behalf of the unknown children of South Africa that you reach through the books Biblionef donates to 
them – we salute you! 



FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
I am delighted to give my first message in the Biblionef 2019 Annual Report. 

From financial progress to community progress, this past year has been one of commitment, 
engagement, and forward movement. I am grateful to the Biblionef staff, and our Board for all 
that we have accomplished this year. Together we have established an incredibly strong foun-
dation for progress and growth. 

My strategy for 2019 was to focus on staff development; improvement on our donation pro-
gramme and for Biblionef to become more self-sustainable.  

The strategy to improve our donation programme has been guided by national and interna-
tional research that has found that merely providing teachers with books (or other resources) 
does not guarantee that books will make a difference to children’s literacy development. Also, 
following the astonishing results of our own impact study, we have now introduced teacher 
mentoring and literacy workshops alongside our book donations to ensure that the books we 
donate are optimally used. This is carried out through partnerships with organisations or pro-
fessionals who are skilled in this field.  

The need to become self-sustainable has become more imperative than ever before and as 
a result, we have launched our Social Enterprise. This has been in the making for a few years; 
albeit on a much smaller scale. I am extremely excited about how this has been implemented 
thus far and am pleased to share our results with you in this report.  

2019 has been a year of change and growth for Biblionef. The staff of Biblionef has been sup-
portive and has embraced this change wholeheartedly. A lot of 2019 was spent on staff en-
gagements and performance and a greater effort was placed on further upskilling the staff to 
prepare them for the new strategies that were being implemented. I am delighted to be lead-
ing the team into this new era of the organisation and cannot wait to see what else is in store 
for Biblionef.  



ABOUT BIBLIONEF SOUTH AFRICA

Biblionef donates new books to schools and in support of literacy 
programmes in disadvantaged communities throughout South 
Africa, focusing on getting the right book to the right programme 
and child. To this end, we donate new children’s books in all 11 of 
South Africa’s official languages so that children can enjoy books in 
their mother tongue.  When funding allows, we also provide train-
ing to teachers on how the donation of books can be incorporated 
into their daily lesson plans to enhance the children’s enjoyment 
of colourful books. 

Biblionef operates according to UNESCO’s Book Donation Charter 
that stipulates that book donation programmes “must be adapted 
to the needs and sensitivity of the beneficiaries and must contrib-
ute to the strengthening of all elements of the book sector in the 
country in question, by helping not only libraries but also book-
shops, publishers and authors.”

We source books for our donation programme from local pub-
lishers and look for stories and content that depict African and 
local culture and contain stories that South African children can 
relate to. Commissioning the translation, publishing and reprinting 
of existing stories into local languages helps broaden the base of 
stories available to children in the country. 

By donating new and relatable storybooks to children’s organi-
sations throughout the country for distribution to children, we 
believe it will encourage children to get excited about reading. 
These books will be the gateway to developing children’s imagi-
nations and stimulating their curiosity. 



WESTERN CAPE
9108 books

65 beneficiaries

NORTHERN CAPE
928 books

14 beneficiaries

NORTH WEST
405 books

6 beneficiaries

GAUTENG
2336 books

14 beneficiaries

LIMPOPO
6056 books

48 beneficiaries

MPUMALANGA
993 books

11 beneficiaries

KWAZULU NATAL
16963 books

173 beneficiaries

EASTERN CAPE
15167 books

171 beneficiaries

FREE STATE
11090 books

171 beneficiaries



The beneficiaries we support with our Donations Programme 
comprises of all children and young people in South Africa, aged 
3 to 18, living in disadvantaged communities and who have no, or 
severely limited access to books. The books are provided to chil-
dren’s organisations with an educational focus. This means that 
the books can be used for several children and there is always a 
person who can be responsible for the care of the books. These 
organisations include:  

Primary and High Schools  

Preschools  

ECD (Early Childhood Development) Centres  

Aftercare Centres  

Children’s homes and Drop-in Centres for OVC’s (Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children) 

Refugee Camps  

Children’s Hospitals 

Reading Clubs 

DONATIONS PROGRAMME

“The learners and teachers are overwhelmed as this is their first donation of 
new storybooks in both Setswana and English. The Biblionef books are so 
interesting! Some of the titles enjoyed by our learners are Nelson Mandela 
Long Walk to Freedom and Tabu and the Dancing Elephants.”
- Gcobani Primary, Eastern Cape



Our largest group of beneficiary organisations are Primary Schools. In South Africa, the majority of 
these schools do not have sufficient home language storybooks with which children can learn to enjoy 
reading. Teachers are handicapped in their efforts to improve literacy levels because of the scarcity 
of storybooks. Together with our donors, we recognize that we can improve this situation by making 
books available to organisations that need them and can use them to benefit the children they can 
reach.  

Biblionef has always worked on the assumption that trained teachers know how to incorporate the 
donated storybooks into their daily curriculum. Sadly, what we experienced is that many teachers that 
we met through our donation programme do not understand the crucial role storybooks can play in 
stirring learners’ excitement about reading.  

With the help of donors such as the DG Murray Trust and the SALI Trust, we explored ways of en-
hancing our donations programme by providing more substantial support to teachers and children. In 
2016, we initiated a 12-month pilot project and an impact study with foundation phase teachers from 
Beaufort West, Western Cape. The main aim of the project and study was to determine the impact 
book donations could have on teachers and children, when coupled with training. This project and its 
results were reported in the 2017 and 2018 Annual Reports.  

The findings and recommendations of the study now serve as the basis of how we execute our funded 
programmes. Our trained literacy specialist and project manager provide training to foundation phase 
teachers on how to incorporate the Biblionef books into their CAPS Curriculum. This is done through 
a series of in-depth workshops and in-class mentoring sessions. Our training assists in making story-
telling more prevalent in the classroom and encourages reading and writing with understanding and 
meaning among the learners. 

In consultation with our donors and various stakeholders, in 2019, we successfully began implement-
ing our new approach to train teachers on how storybooks can be used as part of the curriculum to 
teach children how to read and write.  

SUPPORTING FOUNDATION PHASE 
TEACHERS WITH LITERACY TRAINING  



Realizing how important the early years are to a child’s development, Biblionef extends its book dona-
tions to Early Childhood Development (ECD) Centres. We have been donating educational resources 
to ECD Centres for the last 21 years with the help of various donors. The donation consists of about 35 
storybooks and some educational toys, puzzles and posters aimed at supporting and developing chil-
dren’s cognitive and fine motor skills. All the resources and teaching aids are contained in a clear roller 
box that allows for easy storage by the practitioner.  

We also work with Family Community Motivator (FCM) Programmes. The FCM Programmes were initi-
ated in response to the many pre-school children not attending ECD Centres. The FCMs support and 
stimulate the children in their homes and at the same time reach the primary caregivers to equip them 
with better parenting skills, growing their awareness of early childhood development needs and giving 
appropriate guidance to support the children at home. For the FCM Programmes, we provide the Mo-
tivators with a book bag containing storybooks and educational toys, puzzles and posters. The book 
bags are easy for the Motivators to carry on home visits. 

Each year, we support at least 100 ECD Centres and FCM Programmes with new storybooks and edu-
cational toys, puzzles and posters. These ECD Centres and FCM Programmes are funded by the Jim 
Joel Fund who has shown their loyal and unstinting, continued support to Biblionef and their commit-
ment and belief in the value of early childhood development and early learning since 2001. 

2019 was no exception to the Jim Joel Fund’s commitment. Their funding made it possible to extend 
our support to ECD Centres in four Provinces in South Africa, namely; Mpumalanga, Western Cape, 
Eastern Cape and the Free State. We had the pleasure of hand-delivering the ECD roller boxes to 
Sikhula Sonke and Bathabhathane in the Western Cape. Our Project Manager (PM) spent the afternoon 
at both Training Centres and showcased what the practitioners would receive in their roller boxes. The 
PM also demonstrated storytelling and explained how it is a key element in getting children excited 
about reading. The PM also explained how important educational toys are and how it can be used as a 
development tool through play. The practitioners left the handover with a better understanding of how 
important play and storytelling is for young children. 

This project will directly impact on the lives of approximately 3 849 children and their practitioners. The 
indirect beneficiaries of this project are those children who will join each Centre at the beginning of the 
next and following years. 

SUPPORTING EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION – THE JIM JOEL FUND 







SOUTH AFRICA

ZAMBIA
MALAWI

Biblionef South Africa is part of an independent 
group of sister organisations with offices in the 
Netherlands, France, Ghana and Tunisia. These of-
fices donate books to countries around the world.  

In Africa, Biblionef SA supplies books to South Afri-
can children’s organisations and schools. Through 
our partnership with the Beit Trust, we had the 
privilege of donating 3 645 books to 8 high schools 
in Malawi and Zambia.  

BIBLIONEF IN 
AFRICA



MANDELA DAY CELEBRATIONS  
Each year for Mandela Day, Board Member, Ms Sally Witbooi ral-
lies together her friends and family to raise funds for Biblionef’s 
book donations programme. In 2019, Sally, along with the help 
of 50 individuals, raised R5 500 in support of Biblionef’s work. An 
unexpected spinoff from this initiative was that one of the donors, 
Ronald Arendse, shared the initiative with his friends and family 
and raised an additional amount of R 668.00.  

Biblionef was able to donate 9 570 Sesotho class readers to 158 
schools from 5 districts in the Free State. The funds raised on 
Mandela Day covered the distribution cost involved in getting 
9 570 Sesotho class readers to 158 schools from 5 districts in the 
Free State.  

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS IN EASTERN CAPE AND 
KWAZULU-NATAL 
Biblionef provided 205 schools from both the Cofimvaba Dis-
trict in the Eastern Cape and from the Ingungundlovu District in 
KwaZulu-Natal with new class readers. A total of 16 868 class 
readers were sent to these schools in the children’s home lan-
guages, isiXhosa and isiZulu. We would like to thank SWE (Siyan-
qoba Worldwide Express) for sponsoring the courier cost of this 
donation. It could not have been possible without their support.  

WORLD READ ALOUD DAY
Each year, on 21 February, we celebrate language diversity and 
the privilege of being able to converse in various languages. This 
diversity and cultural wealth need to be protected, encouraged 
and promoted. In celebration of this day, Biblionef donated 9 900 
new class readers to 99 primary schools in the Free State.  

SPECIAL DONATIONS







BEHIND THE SCENES
ESTABLISHING ORGANISATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY  

Taking into account South Africa’s socio-economic issues, NPCs and NPOs are under a lot of 
pressure to ensure the sustainability of their organisation to enable them to fulfil their mis-
sion and to do their work. Like all the others, Biblionef, is also under immense pressure to 
become self-sustainable because we don’t want to be solely reliant on donors whose criteria 
may change and who are affected by global economic trends. Considering South Africa’s cur-
rent literacy crisis, mother tongue reading plays a huge part in correcting this – for us to shut 
our doors because we cannot secure donor funding would be an extreme disservice to our 
beneficiaries. 

In July 2019 we officially launched our Social Enterprise and have since been successful in sell-
ing some of our books to individuals, companies and organisations who have funding. We also 
render services to other literacy organisations and Social Responsibility Programmes such as 
the covering of books, setting up of libraries and selecting and sourcing appropriate books for 
their projects, applying the excellent skills our staff members have acquired over the years. We 
provide these services to over 40 organisations and are currently looking at ways to improve 
and extend our services to even more literacy organisations throughout the country.  

We are happy to report that our sustainability efforts brought in 34% of our overall income in 
2019. It is important to note that all funds raised through our Social Enterprise is redirected 
back into our organisation and goes toward our operational cost. In this way, all donations re-
ceived from individuals and funding bodies can be used solely for our programmes and to put 
more books into the hands of more children.  

BOARD MEMBERS  
Biblionef would like to thank its dedicated board members who continually challenge us to 
strengthen the organisation to reach our vision and mission.  

Joan de Beer (Chairperson)     Anzil Kulsen
Robert Pearce       Mary Nassimbeni  
Shawn Cupido        Susan van der Schijff  
Sarah Witbooi 

STAFF MEMBERS  
Thank you to the staff of Biblionef for their tireless work in getting books to the children of 
South Africa. 

Sunitha Amod      Valerie Lenders
Darcell Kopman      Cindy de Wet
Brian Brady       Sibongile Totose
Marlene Rousseau 
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2018

168,721
1,212,483
1,381,204

4,856,096
43,367

1,635,531
6,534,993
7,916,197

7,312,330

463,801
140,066
603,867

7,916,197

Biblionef South Africa NPC

(Registration number 1998/018378/08)

Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2019

2019

150,456
1,276,875
1,427,331

3,907,481
58,111

1,477,503
5,443,095
6,870,426

6,526,530

77,396
266,500
343,896

6,870,426

Note

2
3

5
4
6

7
8

Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2019 

Figures in Rands

Assets

Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment
Other financial assets

Current Assets
Inventories
Trade and other receivables
Cash and cash equivalents

Total Assets

Equity & Liabilities

Equity
Retained income

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Trade and other payables
Deferred income

Total Equity & Liabilities

Biblionef South Africa NPC

(Registration number 1998/018378/08)

Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2019

2018

4,232,012
(1,293,493)
(3,841,218)

(902,699)
(1,729,515)
(2,632,214)

90,493
(65,827)

10,000
-

(2,597,548)

(2,597,548)

2019

4,610,489
(1,254,359)
(2,939,450)

416,680
(1,379,545)

(962,865)
97,529
64,392
15,835

(688)
(785,797)

-
(785,797)

Note

9
10
11

12
13
14

Figures in Rands

Income
Cost of Fund Raising Activities
Cost of Social Actvities

Administrative cost
Operating deficit
Investment revenue
Fair value adjustments
Gain on disposal of property, plant and equipment
Finance costs
Deficit for the year
Other Comprehensive income
Total comprehensive (deficit) income for the year

Statement of Comprehensive Income 

FINANCIALS



Become part of our network of givers

R85 R20 000 R350 000R4 500 R135 000
Provides 1

storybook in a
child's mother

tongue

Provides an ECD
Centre with a box
of storybooks &
educational toys

Provides a 
"Corner classroom 

library"

Provides a 
"Start-up" library 

for a school

Provides a school
with a fully-stocked

library

HOW TO SUPPORT BIBLIONEF SOUTH AFRICA
Biblionef relies on the generous donations and support of Corporate, Institutional and Individual donors to reach children in need with quality 
storybooks in their local language. Biblionef prides itself on its transparency and accountability, fully adhering to all donor reporting requirements. 

To support our work, you can donate online, via bank transfer, with cash or you can contact us to discuss how to support Biblionef in another 
way.  

Online: visit www.biblionefsa.org.za and click on “support us” to contribute via our secure platform  

Bank transfer: To donate directly to Biblionef, you can make a payment to:  
Account name: Biblionef South Africa  
Bank: Nedbank  
Branch: Pinelands  
Branch Code: 104709 
Account Number: 1047029170
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