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After 20 successful years of book donations Biblionef is even more committed to and focused on providing access to 
South African children to new and appropriate storybooks. To date we have donated 1.7 million beautiful, colourful 
books in all eleven languages to 10 831 beneficiaries and reached an estimated 4 850 677 readers. Reflecting on 
these numbers, we are extremely proud of what we have accomplished in 20 years. 

The support from our donors and sponsors has allowed us to venture into new territories and explore ways of 
ensuring that the books we donate are used by both teachers and learners. Biblionef carried out an 18-month pilot 
project to determine what impact our book donations has on teachers and learners when coupled with training and 
support. The results yielded were remarkable and are outlined in this report. 

As with any Non-Profit Organisation, the financial security of Biblionef is of utmost importance. Taking into consid-
eration South Africa’s current literacy and educational crisis, mother tongue books play a huge role in addressing 
this problem. It is, therefore, vital for Biblionef to have multiple income streams to ensure that our projects are not 
dependent on a single funding stream. For us to not be able to continue with our book donations due to lack of 
funding would be a huge disservice to our beneficiaries of many years and to the recipients of the donated books. 
For this reason, Biblionef has been looking at new ways of income generation to ensure that we can continue 
carrying out our mission. 

After a long and devoted time as head of Biblionef, Jean Williams retired from Biblionef after almost twenty years. 
Jean has been part of the fabric of Biblionef since its inception and played a significant role in ensuring that the 
organisation has grown into what it is today. On behalf of the Board, we wish to thank Jean for her sterling work in 
serving Biblionef and her leadership in guiding the staff. We wish her a happy and fulfilling retirement. 

To each and every donor, sponsor and funder, partner and collaborator, anyone who continues supporting our 
work, thank you so much! You are making a difference in the lives of children who would not otherwise have access 
to good books. Thank you to each and every Biblionef staff member for the diligence and outstanding work ethic 
displayed and practised at all times. You are the soul of Biblionef. Many new challenges and tough financial con-
straints are facing Biblionef but the Board has full confidence in the staff, under the new guidance and leadership 
of Sunitha Amod, to carry on bravely and diligently with our work and build Biblionef to become even stronger and 
better.

Joan de Beer
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Jean Williams, the Executive Director of Biblionef, and the founding staff member, retired at the end of June 2018. As farewell to the many friends 
she made during her tenure, Jean wrote the following letter to all her Biblionef friends. 

“Dear friends of Biblionef, 

After 20 exceptional years as Executive Director of Biblionef South Africa, the time has come for me to retire from my position, effective 29th June 
2018. Without reservation, I have genuinely cherished my time working with the Board of Biblionef and especially the staff who has kept the organ-
ization moving forward. I know that the organization will continue doing phenomenal work and provide books to even more children throughout 
the country.

My tenure at Biblionef has been an incredible experience. I have had the opportunity to witness the positive impact the organization has had on the 
schools and children’s organisations we serve. I’ve seen both adults’ and children’s faces light up after seeing storybooks in their mother-tongue for 
the first time – it is truly a wonderful sight and one that will I remember for years to come. I will always be thankful for the support of our Board, 
staff and donors for helping us make Biblionef a strong organisation that has become an important resource in the lives of many schools and organ-
isations throughout the country. 

Biblionef’s staff is remarkable and are capable of continuing the vision shared across all levels of the organization. With great enthusiasm, a strong 
work ethic and many years of experience, the staff at Biblionef will help ensure that the organization continues to achieve its goals of giving children 
access to quality storybooks.  

It is of extreme importance to find the best candidate to lead Biblionef. Until such time, the Board has appointed Biblionef’s Operational Manager, 
Sunitha Amod, as the interim head of the organisation. With 13 years of experience working for Biblionef, there is no doubt that Sunitha will be able 
to lead the organisation during this time of transition; myself and the Board has the utmost trust in her abilities. Under her leadership, I am confident 
that Biblionef will maintain both its programmatic and financial strength during this transition.  

I cannot wait to see what lies ahead for Biblionef; I am optimistic that the organisation’s future will enable an even greater impact on those we serve.

I look forward to celebrating all of Biblionef’s future successes together!

All my best,
Jean Williams”

Biblionef South Africa donates new storybooks in all eleven South African languages to schools and children's organisations throughout South 
Africa. The books we donate are skilfully selected to meet the specific needs of our beneficiaries; we ensure that the majority of our books are 
locally produced and written and that it contains beautiful illustrations and stories that South African children can relate to. 

Due to the enormity of the literacy problem in South Africa, Biblionef places strong focus on ensuring that our beneficiaries not only have access 
to quality books, but that the teachers are using it to its fullest for the benefit of their learners. For this reason, when funding allows, we partner 
with other literacy organisations to carry out training alongside our book donations. This ensures that the recipients of our donations will know 
how to use the donated resources in the best ways to fully benefit the children and to truly open a new world of reading and enjoyment to them.

About Biblionef South Africa

Our vision is to create lifelong readers 
who are good citizens, can read and 
think for themselves, resulting in a 
society where everyone is literate, has 
access to education and read both for 
pleasure and necessity.   

Our mission is to make books available for all 
children (ages 3 – 18) in all official languages for 
reading pleasure and for education and in this 
way to lay the foundation for children to make 
good decisions through critical thinking and live 
balanced and productive lives.

African content and illustrations: The stories’ setting and characters must be relatable to the South African 
child. The illustrations also play a vital role in how we select our books. We hope that the books that the 
child reads will develop his/her imagination and satisfy his/her curiosity.

New books: Our books are always “new”, because it is a gift and we believe that every child deserves to 
enjoy the pleasure of having new books that feel and smell good.

Local languages: Biblionef provides children with books in their Mother tongue, thereby encouraging 
children to be proud of their heritage and culture.

What makes a good book? 
Biblionef staff keeps the following guidelines in mind when they source books for the donations programme: 
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During 2018, Biblionef donated 106 636 new books to 
      921 schools and children’s organisations throughout the country. 

Afrikaans

English

IsiNdenbele

IsiXhosa

IsiZulu

Sepedi

Sesotho

Setswana

Siswati

TshiVenda

Xitsonga

Multlingual

Audio/Toys

LANGUAGE

9737

17781

4274

22360

20785

4475

17003

2308

875

3130

717

1805

1386

NO. OF 
BOOKS

Eastern Cape

Free State

Gauteng

Kwazulu Natal

Limpopo

Mpumalanga

North West

Northern Cape

Western Cape

Other African 
Countries

PROVINCE

198

151

41

196

78

60

18

26

143

10

NO. OF 
BENEFICIARIES
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Donations to Primary Schools
A great majority of South African schools do not have sufficient and appropriate storybooks; and even less so storybooks in the home language 
of the children that can be used to promote leisure reading. Research has shown that reading for pleasure and enjoyment drastically improves a 
child’s cognitive development over time. Furthermore, children who read for pleasure from a young age make better progress in mathematics, 
develop critical thinking skills and build better vocabularies and perform better at spelling when compared to those who rarely read. Enabling 
children to experience reading for pleasure becomes difficult when they are not reading in a language they understand, therefore Biblionef 
strongly supports mother tongue reading and through the book donations ensure that mother tongue language storybooks are always included 
in all donations.

Biblionef, together with our loyal supporters and donors, recognize that we can make a contribution to improving the situation by making books 
available to organisations that will make them accessible to children. Below is a look at some of our projects throughout the year.

Supporting the Primary Science Programme (PSP) Trust Home Language Project 

Biblionef was approached by Primary Science Programme (PSP) to partner with them on a very special literacy project. Based in Phillipi, Cape 
Town, PSP’s programmes are aligned to the national CAPS Curriculum and strengthen the teaching and learning of critical subjects such as    
mathematics, natural sciences and technology. Their current focus is on strengthening the schools’ language and literacy interventions and a 
partnership was formed between PSP and Biblionef to execute this. 

91 Foundation teachers from 8 schools will receive mentorship over a 2 year period and Biblionef has ensured that a total of 455 books will 
be handed to the teachers. This will ensure that the teachers have the necessary resources to incorporate what they have learnt during their 
mentoring sessions.  

MySchool supports underserved schools in KwaZulu-Natal  

Biblionef partnered with an organisation called Partners for Possibility (PfP) and ensured that 10 of their Primary Schools received quality story-
books in isiZulu and English. PfP focuses on providing support to school principals in their efforts to improve the schools’ educational outcomes. 
The 10 schools selected for this project are currently receiving support from PfP and expressed their need for storybooks in their learners’ mother 
tongue language to encourage learners to read. 

A total of 2 045 new storybooks were donated to the 10 Primary Schools. Half of the books were funded by MySchool and the remaining amount 
was donated by Biblionef to ensure that each school received at least 200 new storybooks for their library.  

On Mandela Day 2018, Biblionef’s Project Assistant, Phoebe Sibomana, PfP representative Karenne Jo Bloomgarden, and MySchool representa-
tive, Simone Gagiano, visited 3 of the beneficiary schools and also formally handed over their new books.  Each of the principals present expressed 
their gratitude for having received new, brightly coloured books in their children’s home language.Bi
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Supporting 10 schools in the Northern Cape  

With support from the Hiemstra Trust, Biblionef was able to donate 3 040 new books in isiXhosa, Afrikaans and English to 10 underserved schools 
in De Aar. A potential total of 4 598 children now have access to new books with interesting stories and colourful illustrations that they can relate 
to, in their home languages as well as the language in which they are taught.

This is some of the enthusiastic feedback received:
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Supporting Early Childhood Education 
The Jim Joel Fund supports 107 ECD Centres 

With funding from one of Biblionef’s longstanding and committed donors, the Jim Joel Fund, we were able to support organisations focusing on 
early childhood development in KwaZulu-Natal and the Western Cape.

We worked with Early Childhood Development (ECD) Centres, ECD toy libraries and ECD mobile libraries that are affiliated to True North, Midlands 
Community College, LETCEE and Sikhula Sonke. Each of the ECD Centres received books in their mother tongue which included isiXhosa; isiZulu 
and Afrikaans. We included a small component of English storybooks to further assist with the children’s language development. High-quality 
educational toys were also included in their donation. As a result, a total of 2 977 new storybooks and 576 educational toys, puzzles and posters 
were donated to these organisations.  

A total of 107 ECD Centres will directly benefit from this donation. This translates to over 6 000 children having access to only the best books and 
toys for their developing minds. Thank you to the Jim Joel Fund for making all of this possible. 

4598 Children

3040 Storybooks

3 Languages

6000 Children

2977 Storybooks

576 Educational Toys

2 Provinces

3 Languages
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National Lotteries Commission supports 100 ECD Centres 

Biblionef provided 100 Early Childhood Development (ECD) Centres from the Western Cape, Northern Cape, Limpopo and Mpumalanga with a 
total of 4 325 storybooks and 1 000 educational toys, puzzles and posters. The storybooks donated were in the children’s mother tongue which 
included Setswana, isiXhosa, Sepedi, isiZulu and Afrikaans. 

While handing over the resources to the Centres and hosting the workshops on how to use the donation, the practitioners showed great appreci-
ation and enthusiasm for having new resources to use in their classrooms. Although the teachers had seen books before in their home language, 
the variety and quality of the books donated by Biblionef impressed them. The practitioners anticipate that the colourful pictures will captivate 
the children and help them with interpreting pictures and developing language skills and their imagination through their own story telling.

5762 Children

4325 Storybooks

1000 Educational Toys

4 Provinces

6 Languages

We made sure that ample support was given to the practitioners once they received the donation. This was to ensure that they would be com-
fortable with using the resources in their classroom. Six months after donating the books to the Centres, Biblionef’s Project Assistants returned 
to the Centres to observe how they were using the resources provided. It was heart-warming to see that the practitioners were making use of 
the resources and that the children are without a doubt benefitting from it. Their listening skills were developing as they were listening intently 
to stories during story time and they were slowly starting to interpret the pictures they saw in the books. The shelves at the Centres were now 
filled with colourful storybooks in the children’s mother tongue language, a vast contrast from the bare and empty book shelves with only a few 
out-dated, dirty and tattered books, encountered during the first Biblionef visits. This was a most encouraging and improved sight to meet the 
Biblionef staff.
The generous funding granted by the National Lotteries Commission made it possible for 5 762 children to have access to appropriate and 
beautiful books from which they stand to benefit, learn and get enjoyment.
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Supporting School Libraries
Providing Silverstream Primary School with a fully functional library 

In 2017, the Department of Education rebuilt Silverstream Primary and also provided the school with suitable space for a school library. Having 
worked closely with the teaching staff and principal at Silverstream, Biblionef was fully aware of how hard they were working to create an envi-
ronment that promotes reading for pleasure amongst their learners. With the funding from Wings of Support, our staff provided Silverstream PS 
with a total of 1 422 non-fiction and fiction books in Afrikaans, isiXhosa and English. Wings of Support also funded the employment of a trainee 
librarian to ensure that the library is maintained and that the learners have the necessary support when visiting the libraries. 

Silverstream PS is situated in the Township of Manenberg in Cape Town and serves approximately 900 children from grade R to grade 7. Although 
there is a library situated 2 km away from the school, the area of Manenberg is riddled with gang violence and it is not safe for learners to travel 
that distance to go to the library. It was imperative that the school receive the best quality resources for their school library so that the learners 
have a safe place to read, relax, learn and discover the world through the books they read and to enrich their young minds. 

900 Children

1422 Storybooks

3 Languages

Due to the specific nature of the literacy problem in South Africa Biblionef is even more focused on ensuring that our beneficiaries 
not only have access to quality books, but that the teachers are using these books to the fullest for the benefit of their learners. 
Biblionef has found that sadly, some teachers in South Africa do not understand the crucial role storybooks can play in getting 
learners excited about reading.  

National and International research has found that merely providing teachers with books (or other resources) does not guarantee 
that the books will make a difference in children’s literacy development. For this reason, we have introduced a training aspect 
alongside our book donations to ensure that the books we donate are optimally used. The training is carried out through part-
nerships or by Biblionef’s Project Managers. 

Sabinet Chairperson’s Fund 

12 under-resourced schools in Limpopo received 2 414 quality storybooks in Tshivenda and in English. The Foundation and Intermediate Phase 
teachers at 10 of the Primary Schools attended an in-depth workshop. Marlene Rousseau, the facilitator of this project, also visited each school 
and worked in the classroom alongside the teachers. The aim with the teacher mentoring and coaching sessions was to demonstrate how teachers 
can use the Biblionef books to strengthen their learners’ confidence and skills when talking, reading and writing. 

Making use of the high quality picture storybooks, Ms. Rousseau went beyond simply reading to the children. The donated books provided the 
ideal opportunity to teaching children to: 
• Talk to learn, which helps develop their high order thinking skills
• Do shared writing, linked to the picture-storybooks teachers read aloud to their classes
• Do shared reading of the shared writing texts the children composed
• Draw and also write about their drawings as a form of independent writing.

This is the first set of workshop and coaching sessions that have been carried out by Ms Rousseau for this project. She will return to Limpopo in 
June 2019 to follow up with the teachers and once again work alongside them in the classroom. The second workshop and coaching will assist 
the teachers with any difficulties they might have been experiencing since the last visit and also expand on some of the reading techniques taught 
during the first workshop. 

2414 Storybooks

12 Schools

2 WorkshopsBi
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SALI Trust funds Biblionef’s Impact Study 

The DG Murray Trust (DGMT) funded a 20-month project which allowed Biblionef to carry out an in-depth literacy intervention at 10 Primary 
Schools in Beaufort West in the Western Cape. Ms Marlene Rousseau, the facilitator of this project, provided 6 in-depth workshops and men-
torship sessions with the Foundation Phase (Grade 1 – 3) teachers from the 10 schools. The SALI Trust provided us with funding to carry out 
an impact study to assess the effect quality storybooks had on learners and teachers when the appropriate support was provided. There was a 
marked improvement in children’s capacity to talk about books, across all three grades, in comparison with the silences and halting talk at the 
beginning of the project. The findings from the impact study provide evidence that when children are given the opportunity to think about and 
discuss the content of books, a marked improvement in their writing, specifically in writing extended texts, is noticeable. 

The SALI Trust will continue supporting this project in 2019 by providing additional funding to implement the recommendations put forth by Ms 
Rousseau. These include: 
• Giving each of our beneficiaries a “training booklet” which will provide guidelines on how the teachers can make use of storybooks in their 

classroom. 
• Record 4 x 20 minute videos demonstrating how teachers can use their donations of storybooks in their classrooms. These videos will be 

uploaded onto Biblionef SA’s website as an additional resource for our beneficiaries to use the books even better. 

“Too often we underestimate children. My first challenge to teachers is to encourage them to aim high and expect a lot more from the children 
they teach. We discuss which instructional practices and techniques capture children’s enthusiasm and fire-up their interest and motivation 
and focus on pedagogies where children and teachers are positioned as capable learners and professionals.” Marlene Rousseau

Below is a detailed overview of the results yielded over the 20-month period:  *Extract from DGMT learning brief

How access to books brought a new dimension to classroom life:

SCHOOLS IN APRIL 2016 SCHOOLS IN APRIL 2017

› No teacher was aware of CAPS’ endorsement 
of the role of stories in early childhood literacy, 
namely: “Stories are at the heart of a balanced 
reading programme.” 

› Only one of the 12 teachers in the two focus group 
schools regularly told or read stories in class.

› No picture storybooks. 

› 

› 

› 
to children. This absence was evident in the sets of class 
readers in the focus schools:  and Doen en 
Leer Storieboom (Oxford Reading 

›  
school visits and lessons taught.

› Whilst CAPS set the minimum teaching and learning 
 

› Eleven of the 12 teachers in the two focus group schools 
started reading or telling the stories used in workshops, 
in class. 

› Each classroom received a pack of Star Story readers,  
40 picture books, an anthology and a Big Book.

› 

› 

› Here we created NF texts linked to stories. Teachers 
unanimously rated this workshop the highest of all workshops 
with regard to teacher learning and the provision of texts that 
children could read. 

› Teachers received a range of children’s NF texts, which they 
worked with in the workshop, and then used in classrooms. 

› NF texts introduced: graphs, mindmaps, street maps, story 

STORYTELLING 

READING RESOURCES IN CLASSROOMS

BOYS’ INTERESTS AND READING PREFERENCES

NON-FICTION (NF) 
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IBBY SA 

Thanks to the funding granted by the Yamada Apiculture Centre through IBBY (International Board on Books for Young People), Biblionef was able 
to support 14 rural schools outside East London with a donation of high-quality storybooks and also provided teachers with training on how the 
storybooks can easily be incorporated into their curriculum.

Biblionef was approached by Hilton Williams, Project Manager at Small Projects Foundation, to support 14 poorly-resourced schools that they are 
currently working with. The schools are extremely rural and situated approximately 15km away in a township called Mdantsane.

A total of 3 788 new isiXhosa and English storybooks were donated to these schools and 8 476 learners stand to benefit from this. Biblionef once 
again partnered with early literacy specialist, Marlene Rousseau, to carry out two training sessions on how the books can be used in the classroom 
and incorporated into teachers’ lessons. 

Between August 27 and 31, 2018, Marlene Rousseau and Biblionef’s Project Assistant (The facilitators) visited the schools to carry out the literacy 
training and to provide support to the teachers in the classroom. A distinct area of difficulty for the learners was that they were unable to talk 
about what they had read. Research shows that children who are unable to talk about texts will experience extreme difficulty in writing about 
texts. It is important to note that, as established in the research, the learners’ independent writing was weak in all foundation phase classes visited. 

As a result of the above finding, the emphasis of the training was focused on ‘Shared Reading’ and on the imperative to grow and develop 
learners’ writing and comprehension skills. The facilitators demonstrated how well-chosen books for young children offer both children and 
teachers (and parents) golden opportunities for thinking, talking and writing about books.

At each school, the principal expressed their appreciation for the donation of books and when the training was complete, the teachers expressed 
their gratitude for the beautiful stories and acknowledged how easily books and reading from the books can be incorporated into their daily 
literacy lessons.

Partnering with an organisation such as the Small Projects Foundation is exciting for Biblionef because we are confident that the books will be 
optimally used by the teachers to fully benefit their learners. Biblionef aims to visit the schools again in 2019 to determine how successful the 
teachers are implementing the new strategies and to provide additional support where needed. Biblionef is eager to meet the teachers again to 
help maintain their motivation and support them in their endeavours to do what is best for their learners. 

8476 Children

3788 Storybooks

14 Schools

“It was an interesting time and there were surprises along the way. The best thing, in my view, is that the Gr 1 – 3 
classes in these schools have had a literacy focus for two years - this meant that the Biblionef books have landed 
in fertile soil. In other words, the teachers did not have to be won over; they already are investing their efforts in 
improving children’s literacy.  Hilton has energy flowing like a strong river and so he gets a lot done, so this too is 
positive.” – Marlene RousseauTr
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International Mother Tongue Day Celebrations

Each year, the 21st of February has the distinct purpose of conserving, 
protecting and encouraging the incredible linguistic diversity that we 
humans have. In celebration of this day, Biblionef donated as many as 
12 584 new mother tongue books to 70 schools in Mpumalanga, Free 
State and the Western Cape. The languages we donated the books in 
included isiXhosa, isiNdebele, Sepedi and Sesotho.

If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes 
to his head. If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his 
heart. – Nelson Mandela 

It is Biblionef’s hope that this injection of mother tongue books will 
assist in building these children’s pride in their mother tongue. Bib-
lionef’s Executive Director, Jean Williams, expressed her thoughts 
about this important day and said:  “We at Biblionef pride ourselves 
on being able to give each child a book in his/her local language, as 
we know the important role it plays in their culture and education. This 
Mother Language Day celebration is an ideal opportunity to showcase 
Biblionef’s efforts in ensuring more children’s books are produced in our 
African languages and to emphasize the crucial role mother tongue 
language plays in children’s lives.”

Skin we are in 

On June 5, 2018, Biblionef had the privilege of hosting an event for 
the discussion around a remarkable storybook called “Skin we are in” 
by Dr Sindiwe Magona. Over 50 teachers attended the discussion to 
learn more about the content of the book and also how it can be in-
corporated into their curriculum. 

The brainchild behind the storybook is Nina G Jablonski, an anthro-
pologist, palaeontologist and science educator. Her thinking was that 
she wanted to create a book in which skin colour could be explained 
to children. Through mutual contacts and after careful deliberation 
Ms Jablonski and Dr Magona collaborated to create this wonderful 
storybook.

 “We like to say children don’t see skin colour, which children 
are these? Everyone sees skin colour, it’s obvious. What children 
don’t do, which we as grownups teach them, is to associate the 
colour of skin with anything, they don’t give it value – we teach 
them that.” She further went on to explain how insignificant 
skin colour is in reference to science, “Skin colour only makes 
up .001% of the human body, can we imagine how small that 
is? And yet we make laws around skin colour. Every child 
and human being needs to rid themselves of the feeling of in-
feriority or superiority when it comes to their skin colour – it 
means absolutely nothing.” - Dr Sindiwe Magona. 

This is such an important storybook and, when used correctly, it 
provides an important and necessary perspective on skin colour. 
Biblionef has already begun donating the storybook to schools and 
children’s organisations throughout South Africa.

Nelson Mandela Day – 100 for 100

With guidance from the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education, 
Biblionef identified 100 of the most under-resourced primary schools 
in the Umgungundlovu District of KwaZulu-Natal to be part of the 
Mandela celebrations on the 18th July 2018. Biblionef donated 100 
books to each of the 100 primary schools – this amounted to 10 000 
new isiZulu storybooks that were distributed to these schools. As part 
of their donation, we also ensured that each school received books 
that contained stories about Nelson Mandela. For the majority of the 
schools, this was the first time they had received support from Biblionef 
and they were invited to apply for additional books if needed. 

World Literacy Day  

Similar to the “Mandela Day” donations made in July, in celebration of 
World Literacy Day, on September 8, 2018, 100 schools from 7 Circuits 
in the Cofimvaba, Eastern Cape area was given a pack of 100 readers 
in isiXhosa.  The 10 000 readers, valued at R325 000 were distributed 
to 95 Primary Schools and 5 High Schools. The DoE’s library adviser 
for the Cofimvaba District, Pamela Ngoliana, assisted with the iden-
tification of the 100 schools and she also agreed to distribute the 
books to the individual schools. The transportation cost of R3 100 to 
Cofimvaba was sponsored by SWE Courier Company.
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There is a constant need for organisations to become self-sufficient and not rely solely on donor funding to carry out their mission. By using the 
opportunity of trading within certain legal parameters as a Non-Profit Company (NPC) Biblionef is now selling our storybooks to organisations, 
institutions, companies and individuals to support their goals and objectives. 

Some of the organisations that we have provided our services to in 2018 are: 

Do More Foundation 
Edu fundi 
Jagger Bequest 
Khulekha Educational Development Trust 
LIMA Rural Development Foundation 
Mikhulu Trust
NACCW 
Nal’ibali 
Nelson Mandela Institute for Rural Development (NMI) 
PUO Educational Trust 
Rhodes University   
Rotary Club of Claremont (St James Trust) 
Shine Trust 
Vriende van Afrikaans 

Organisation SustainabilityBe
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BIBLIONEF’S ACHIEVEMENTS IN 20 YEARS

1 760 692 new storybooks donated

10 831 children’s organisations Benefitted

4 850 677 children Reached

51 schools and communities assisted 
with informal libraries 
(shelves, cupboards, containers) 

Mother Tongue

Languages

Xhosa 
65% Sepedi 

15%

Zulu 
20%

104 titles translated & published or 
reprinted in one or more of SA’s 11 
official languages
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Thank you to the staff and Board at Biblionef for their tireless work in getting 
books to the children of South Africa.

Staff
Jean Williams
Sunitha Amod 
Valerie Lenders 
Nokuthula Mbenyane 
Phoebe Sibomana 
Darcell Kopman 
Cindy de Wet 
Brian Brady 
Sibongile Totose 

Board members
Joan de Beer
Anzil Kulsen 
Robert Pearce
Mary Nassimbeni 
Xolisa Guzula 
Shawn Cupido 
Susan van der Schijff
Sarah Witbooi
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We are pleased to report that in 2018 we continued to get support from donors whose con-
tributions allow us to stay connected with young readers by providing them with books that 
will make them lifetime readers.

Behnd the Scenes

We would also like to thank the following donors for their support in 2018: 

Henri Nouwen Stichting 
Fulton Trust 
RKWO 
Dordet Trust
Read4Fun
Jagger Bequest 
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2017

174,471
1,279,513
1,453,984

6,909,687
191,660

1,717,222
8,818,569

10,272,553

9,909,879

85,165
277,509
362,674

10,272,553

2018

168,721
1,212,483
1,381,204

4,856,096
43,366

1,635,531
6,534,993
7,916,197

7,312,330

463,801
140,066
603,867

7,916,197

Note

2
3

5
4
6

7
8

Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2018 

Figures in Rands

Assets

Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment
Other financial assets

Current Assets
Inventories
Trade and other receivables
Cash and cash equivalents

Total Assets

Equity & Liabilities

Equity
Retained income

Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Trade and other payables
Deferred income

Total Equity & Liabilities

Biblionef’s financials are audited annually by SDK Auditors. Below is an abbreviated overview of our Audited Financial Statements for 2018. 
The full version is available on our website or upon request.

2017

3,369,982
(3,268,989)

100,993
3,084,185

(2,980,564)
204,614
110,805
52,341

(69)
367,691

-

367,691

2018

1,951,869
(4,141,522)
(2,189,653)

2,290,143
(2,722,705)
(2,622,215)

90,493
(65,827)

-
(2,597,549)

-

(2,597,549)

Note

9
10

11

12
13
14
15

Figures in Rands

Income
Cost of sales and books donated
Gross (deficit)/surplus
Other income
Operating expenses
Operating (deficit)/surplus
Investment revenue
Fair value adjustments
Finance costs
(Deficit)/surplus for the year
Other Comprehensive income

Total comprehensive (deficit) income for the year

Statement of Comprehensive Income 

F
inancials



20 years

28 29

20 years

2017

1,078,817
599,492

1,691,673
3,369,982

(3,268,989)

100,993

87,843
19,440

1,221,299
1,758,833

9,444
101,361

2,770
52,341

3,247,331

(2,980,564)

367,760
(69)

-
(69)

367,691

2018

259,673
183,227

1,508,969
1,951,869

(4,141,522)

(2,189,653)

94,901
30,545

1,086,369
1,068,328

10,477
80,016
10,000

-
2,380,636

(2,722,705)

(2,531,722)
-

(65,827)
(65,827)

(2,597,549)

Note

9

10

13
13

14

12
15
14

Figures in Rand

Income
Donations in books received
Recoveries
Sale of books

Cost of sales and books donated

Gross profit (deficit)/surplus

Other income
Donations - Corporate sector
Donations - Individuals
Donations - International funding
Donations - Trust and Foundations
Dividends received
Interest received
Gains on disposal of other financial assets
Fair value adjustments

Expenses (Refer to page 23)

Operating (deficit)/surplus
Finance costs
Fair value adjustments

(Deficit)/surplus for the year

Biblionef South Africa NPC
(Registration number 1998/018378/08)

Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2018

Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2018 
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Become part of our network of givers

R85 R20 000 R350 000R4 500 R135 000
Provides 1

storybook in a
child's mother

tongue

Provides an ECD
Centre with a box
of storybooks &
educational toys

Provides a 
"Corner classroom 

library"

Provides a 
"Start-up" library 

for a school

Provides a school
with a fully-stocked

library

Biblionef relies on the generous donations and support of corporate, institutional and individual donors to reach children in need with storybooks 
that they can relate to in local languages. Biblionef prides itself on its transparency and accountability, fully adhering to all donor reporting re-
quirements.

ONLINE: 
Visit www.biblionefsa.org.za and click the “donate” button to contribute via our secure platform.

BANK TRANSFER: 
To donate directly to Biblionef, you can make payment to:

Account Name: Biblionef South Africa
Bank: Nedbank
Branch: Pinelands
Branch code: 104709
Account Number: 1047029170

To support our work, you can donate online, via bank transfer, with cash or cheque. Alternatively, you may contact us to discuss how to support 
Biblionef in another way.

H
ow to support our work




